
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD 
   

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings   
  Offertory          Ebenezer arr. William E. Gross 
  FCPC Handbell Choir  
* Doxology – No. 606 in Glory to God Hymnal 
* Prayer of Dedication                   Jacob Pate 
 
* Hymn 634  To God Be the Glory 
 
* Invitation to Discipleship   Janice Six 
 
* Benediction and Choral Amen  
  
* Postlude Allegro maestoso e vivace Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 
 from Sonata No. 2  
 
* You are invited to stand at these points in the service.  Please feel free to 
remain seated if you prefer. 
 
Jacob Pate is assisting with the liturgy this morning. 
 
The sanctuary flowers are given in memory of Marguerite Melson by Ed 
Melson and family. 
 
The foyer flowers are given in memory of Margie Howell by Tom, Maggie, 
and Kathy. 
 
January 18-25 is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Today our pastor, 
Cliff, has exchanged pulpits with the Reverend David Romanik who is the 
rector of Heavenly Rest Episcopal Church. 
 
David began his ordained ministry at Heavenly Rest, where he served for 
three years as the Associate Rector. Before returning to Abilene, he served on 
the staff at the Church of the Redeemer in Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania. David is 
passionate about liturgy, music, and the study of Scripture, and is eager for 
Heavenly Rest to be a repository of grace and a source of blessing for the 
Abilene community. David is married to Sarah Beth, and they have three 
young children.  We warmly welcome Reverend Romanik to FCPC and thank 
him for being with us this morning. 
 

AN INVITATION TO COMMITMENT 
First Central Presbyterian Church invites you to commit your life to the Lord 
Jesus Christ’s discipleship and to become a member of this congregation.  You 
may do this by meeting with the elders and the pastor immediately following 
the worship services.  You may place your membership with us in one of the 
following ways: by Profession of Faith, Transfer of Membership, or 
Reaffirmation of Faith. 
 
First Central Presbyterian Church has been a Stephen Ministry church for 
more than 20 years. If you would like to visit or pray with a Stephen Minister 
following worship, one will be available to meet with you in Perkins Chapel. 
 
First Central’s CD Ministry provides CDs of each sermon immediately after 
the service or at the church office during the week. If the CD is picked up at 
the church, the cost is $2.00; if CDs are mailed the cost is $2.75. 
 

Information: info@fcpc.net             Prayer Concerns: prayer-concerns@fcpc.net 

January 19, 2020 



WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
 

Eight Thirty and Eleven  January 19, 2020 
 

OUR APPROACH TO GOD 
  

Let me be a little kinder, 
Let me be a little blinder, 
To the faults of those around me, 
Let me praise a little more.       Edgar Albert Guest 

 
  

Prelude Andante in D major Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 
 

God is present. The question is – are you?  During the prelude center yourself on the 
reality of God among us. 
 

Words of Celebration, Concern and Opportunity                      Janice Six 
 
Introit            Come Worship God Alone Roger Summers 

 
Praise God in this sanctuary! Praise God on his holy throne.  
Bring your hopes and fears to God. Come worship God alone.  

   
Call to Worship    

 
Love circles around, 
Joining hands, linking hearts, 
Flowing from parent to child, 
From friend to friend to friend; 
From one beloved to another. 
Love circles around, 
Never giving up, 
Always reaching out. 
Love circles around, 
And God's love embraces all.  

 
* Hymn 620                                               Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 
 
Prayer of Adoration   
 
Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
  

Loving God, as you listen to my conversation with others, does it 
discourage you how often I use the word "I"? Am I my own favorite 
subject? I must admit I have fallen into the same self‑absorption I so 
dislike in others. If an accident has stalled traffic, I fret over the 
inconvenience to me, instead of praying for the victims. I confess that I 
approach most issues looking to find out what's in it for me. I fail to 
take the larger view of what would be good for my community or my 
country, let alone what might be best for someone I don't know in a 
place I've never been. But all those people for whom I can't spare a 
thought are as precious to you as I am. Open my eyes, God. Pour your 
kindness and compassion into my heart. Make me not only aware of my 
neighbors, but help me to care for them in your name.  

Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 
* Gloria Patri – No. 581 in Glory to God Hymnal 

 
GOD’S WORD TO US 

 
Time For Young Disciples  Kristen Harris-Bridwell 

Following the Time for Young Disciples at our 11 a.m. service, Kindergarten & 1st 
Grade students are invited to our “Music & Movement” children’s church program for 
the duration of the sermon. 

 
Organ Meditation 
 
Prayer for Illumination               Jacob Pate 
 
Scripture Reading  Romans 12:9-21  
   
Anthem      Nearer, Still Nearer arr. Joe Parks 
   

Nearer, still nearer, close to Thy heart,  
Draw me, my Savior, so precious Thou art;  
Fold me, o fold me close to Thy breast,  
Shelter me safe in that haven of rest.  
 
Nearer, still nearer, Lord, to be Thine,  
Sin with its follies I gladly resign;  
All of its pleasures, pomp and its pride;  
Give me but Jesus, my Lord crucified.  
 
Nearer, still nearer, while life shall last,  
Till safe in glory my anchor is cast;  
Through endless ages, ever to be,  
Nearer, my Savior, still nearer to thee.  

    
Scripture Reading  Acts 28:1-10  

Congregational Response: Thanks be to God.  
 
Sermon      It’s Not Unusual David Romanik 

 They showed us unusual kindness.  
                                                   Acts 28:2a 
 

* Hymn 839  Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine! 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Janice Six
 Lord’s Prayer: Page 35 of Glory to God Hymnal 


