
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD 
   

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings   
  Offertory          Meditation J.P. Telemann 
  Sue Lucas, Flute 
* Doxology – No. 606 in Glory to God Hymnal 
* Prayer of Dedication                   Janis Test 
 
* Hymn 767  Together We Serve 
 
* Invitation to Discipleship   Cliff Stewart 
 
* Benediction and Choral Amen  
  
* Postlude Postlude William Mathias 
 
* You are invited to stand at these points in the service.  Please feel free to 
remain seated if you prefer. 
 
Janis Test is assisting with the liturgy this morning. 
 
The sanctuary flowers are given in honor of Joe Kimbrough’s birthday by the 
Pate family. 
 

AN INVITATION TO COMMITMENT 
First Central Presbyterian Church invites you to commit your life to the Lord 
Jesus Christ’s discipleship and to become a member of this congregation.  You 
may do this by meeting with the elders and the pastor immediately following 
the worship services.  You may place your membership with us in one of the 
following ways: by Profession of Faith, Transfer of Membership, or 
Reaffirmation of Faith. 
 
First Central Presbyterian Church has been a Stephen Ministry church for 
more than 20 years. If you would like to visit or pray with a Stephen Minister 
following worship, one will be available to meet with you in Perkins Chapel. 
 
First Central’s CD Ministry provides CDs of each sermon immediately after 
the service or at the church office during the week. If the CD is picked up at 
the church, the cost is $2.00; if CDs are mailed the cost is $2.75. 
 
Clifford S. Stewart, Senior Pastor  
Janice Six, Associate Pastor  
Kristen Harris-Bridwell, Director of Christian Education  
Kelsey Higbee, Youth Ministry Intern  
Dee Romines, Director of Music  
Larry Wolz, Organist  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information: info@fcpc.net             Prayer Concerns: prayer-concerns@fcpc.net 

October 13, 2019 



HOMECOMING SUNDAY 
 

Eight Thirty and Eleven  October 13, 2019 
 

OUR APPROACH TO GOD 
  
O God, in our time of worship, and throughout the hours of our days, remain a 
the center of our thoughts and actions.  When all that we do seems to fly off in 
scattered bits and pieces as our lives spin on, draw us back to you.  Hold us 
together as individuals and as a community of faith.  In our looking outward into 
time and toward your creation, enable us to focus our hopes and to hit the mark 
when we aim to do your will.  Be for us a home base, a center of gravity, a balance 
point, a source of loving support through Christ Jesus in whose name we pray.  
Amen. 

 
Prelude Arietta Francis Jackson 
 

Utilize the time during the prelude to be mindful of the presence of God. God is present – 
are you present before God?  

“Speak now...for your servant is listening.” 
 

Words of Celebration, Concern and Opportunity                      Cliff Stewart 
 
Introit            Come Worship God Alone Roger Summers 
 

Praise God in this sanctuary! Praise God on his holy throne.  
Bring your hopes and fears to God. Come worship God alone.  

   
Call to Worship   Janice Six 

   
We come from many places to become one congregation. 
With different names, faces, histories, we are still one in Christ. 
On this Homecoming Sunday we gather in Christ’s name. 
May the Spirit make us one through our worship and praise. 
 

* Hymn 687                                               Our God, Our Help in Ages Past 
 
Prayer of Adoration   
 
Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
  

Eternal God, you love us steadfastly, but we have trouble loving in 
return. You call us, but we do not hear. You reveal yourself, but our 
eyelids are heavy. You lead us toward our neighbor, but we build walls 
around ourselves. O God, we pray that you help us to see ourselves 
both as we are and as we might be before you, and draw us by your 
Spirit’s urging into your forgiving, renewing grace - through the mercy 
of Christ who hears now our confessions...  

 
Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 

* Gloria Patri – No. 581 in Glory to God Hymnal 
 

GOD’S WORD TO US 
 
Time For Young Disciples  Kristen Harris-Bridwell 
 
Organ Meditation 
 
Prayer for Illumination               Janis Test 
 
Scripture Reading  Isaiah 40:1-11  
   
Anthem      How Firm a Foundation  arr. Dale Wood
  

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,  
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!  
What more can he say that to you he that said,  
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?  
 
“Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed,  
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;  
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,  
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.”  
 
“When through the deep waters I call thee to go,  
The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;  
For I will be with thee thy troubles to bless,  
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.”  
 
“When through fiery trials thy pathways shall lie,  
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;  
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design  
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine.”  
 
“The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose,  
I will not, I will not desert to his foes;  
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,  
I’ll never, no, never, no never forsake!” Amen.  
 

Scripture Reading  Luke 15:11-24  
Congregational Response: Thanks be to God.  

 
Sermon      Longing for Home Cliff Stewart 

But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on 
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and 
let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found!’ And they began to celebrate.            Luke 15:22–24 (NRSV) 
 

* Hymn 418                                             Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Janice Six
 Lord’s Prayer: Page 35 of Glory to God Hymnal 


