
* Hymn 22                                                      God of the Sparrow 
 
* Invitation to Discipleship   Cliff Stewart 
 
* Benediction and Choral Amen  
  
* Postlude Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (GG 475) Faye Lopez 
 
* You are invited to stand at these points in the service.  Please feel free to 
remain seated if you prefer. 
 
Baraka Kanayo is assisting with the liturgy today. 
 
John McCulloch is serving as choir director this morning. 
 
The flowers in the sanctuary this morning are given in honor of Joe 
Kimbrough by the Pate family. 

  
AN INVITATION TO COMMITMENT 

First Central Presbyterian Church invites you to commit your life to the Lord 
Jesus Christ’s discipleship and to become a member of this congregation.  You 
may do this by meeting with the elders and the pastor immediately following 
the worship services.  You may place your membership with us in one of the 
following ways: by Profession of Faith, Transfer of Membership, or 
Reaffirmation of Faith. 
 
First Central Presbyterian Church has been a Stephen Ministry church for 
more than 20 years. If you would like to visit or pray with a Stephen Minister 
following worship, one will be available to meet with you in Perkins Chapel. 
 
First Central’s CD Ministry provides CDs of each sermon immediately after 
the service or at the church office during the week. If the CD is picked up at 
the church, the cost is $2.00; if CDs are mailed the cost is $2.75. 
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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Eight Thirty and Eleven  October 14, 2018 
 

OUR APPROACH TO GOD 
 

In the godforsaken, obscene quicksand of life, 
there is a deafening alleluia 
rising from the souls 
of those who weep, 
and of those who weep with those who weep. 
If you watch, you will see 
the hand of God 
putting the stars back in their skies 
one by one.       Ann Weems 

 
Prelude Like a River Glorious is God’s Perfect Peace Lloyd Larson 
 

The prelude is a time to prepare yourself for worship. Be mindful of the presence of God 
both here in the sanctuary and in your everyday life. 
  

Words of Celebration, Concern and Opportunity                      Cliff Stewart 
 
Introit            Worship the Lord Eric Lewis 

 
Praise him! Praise him! Our great God, praise him! 
Give him your whole heart; worship the Lord. 
  

Call to Worship   Janice Six
  

Listen. Deep in the darkest night is the sound of hope. 
Deep in the midst of despair is a message of new life. 
Listen. It is coming closer. 
A bell in the distance, 
An echo of love, 
A note of promise. 
Listen. 
 

* Hymn 624                                                I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art 
 
Prayer of Adoration   
 
Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
  

God of depths, searcher of hearts, you know our lives from the inside 
out. You know our despair and our confusion. You know our 
disappointments and shattered peace. Enough, O God. Clear your way 
in us to see what is important. Forgive our sins. Toss out resentment 
and grudges. Lift worry from our brows. Help us to carry our burdens 
gently. Heal our vision and memory. Hear now our silent confessions...  

 
Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 

* Gloria Patri – No. 581 in Glory to God Hymnal 
 

GOD’S WORD TO US 
 
Time For Young Disciples  Janice Six 
  
Piano Meditation 
  
Prayer for Illumination               Baraka Kanayo 
 
Scripture Reading  Hebrews 4:12-16 
   
Anthem      Children of the Heavenly Father Eric Nelson 

 
Children of the heavenly Father safely in his bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e’er was given. 
 
God his own doth tend and nourish, in his holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things he spares them; in his mighty arms he bears them. 
 
Neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord his children sever; 
Unto them his grace he showeth, and their sorrows all he knoweth. 
 
Praise the Lord in joyful numbers, your Protector never slumbers; 
At the will of your Defender every foe then must surrender. 
 
No more a stranger or a guest, but like a child at home. 
 

Scripture Reading                                   Job 23:1-9, 16-17  
Congregational Response: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon      When Darkness Closes In Cliff Stewart 

If I go forward, he is not there; or backward, I cannot perceive him;  on the left he hides, 
and I cannot behold him; I turn to the right, but I cannot see him.          Job 23:8-9 
 

* Hymn 792  There Is a Balm in Gilead 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Janice Six
 Lord’s Prayer: Page 35 of Glory to God Hymnal 

 
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD 

 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
  Offertory          Jesu dulcis memoria Tomas Luis de Victoria 
                                                      Katie Garcia, Victoria Leal, Brandon Allen, Jordon  Juarez 

Jesus, how sweet the very thought of you, 
Giving true joy to the heart. 
But sweeter than honey and all else 
Is your presence. 

* Doxology – No. 606 in Glory to God Hymnal  
* Prayer of Dedication                   Baraka Kanayo 


