
* Hymn 133                                                      O Come, All  Ye Faithful 
 
* Invitation to Discipleship   Cliff Stewart 
 
* Benediction and Choral Amen  
  
* Postlude From Heaven Above to Earth He Comes (GG 111) Gordon Young 
 
* You are invited to stand at these points in the service.  Please feel free to 
remain seated if you prefer. 
 
Tiffany Lamb is assisting with the liturgy today. 
 
The flowers in the foyer this morning are given to the glory of God by Jan and 
George Woodward in celebration of the renovation of our sanctuary and 
installation of the new organ. 

  
AN INVITATION TO COMMITMENT 

First Central Presbyterian Church invites you to commit your life to the Lord 
Jesus Christ’s discipleship and to become a member of this congregation.  You 
may do this by meeting with the elders and the pastor immediately following 
the worship services.  You may place your membership with us in one of the 
following ways: by Profession of Faith, Transfer of Membership, or 
Reaffirmation of Faith. 
 
First Central Presbyterian Church has been a Stephen Ministry church for 
more than 20 years. If you would like to visit or pray with a Stephen Minister 
following worship, one will be available to meet with you in Perkins Chapel. 
 
First Central’s CD Ministry provides CDs of each sermon immediately after 
the service or at the church office during the week. If the CD is picked up at 
the church, the cost is $2.00; if CDs are mailed the cost is $2.75. 
 
Clifford S. Stewart, Senior Pastor  
Janice Six, Associate Pastor  
Jacob Snowden, Director of Christian Education  
Kristen Harris-Bridwell, Director of Youth Ministry  
Emily Dublin, Youth Ministry Intern  
Clell Wright, Director of Music  
Larry Wolz, Organist  
 
 
 
Information: info@fcpc.net             Prayer Concerns: prayer-concerns@fcpc.net 



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Eight Thirty and Eleven  December 2, 2018 
 

OUR APPROACH TO GOD 
 
We welcome all to our “new” sanctuary. May what you see and hear enhance our 
worship together.  This is the first Sunday in Advent. In this holy season, we 
remember that God keeps his promises. Rejoice with us in the covenant of God’s 
love.  
 
Let us fill the sanctuary of the Lord with praise. To God be the Glory. 
 

Prelude NOËL (Grand Jeu et Duo) Louis-Claude Daquin 
 

The sanctuary choir will process during the prelude. As the choir processes we would ask 
you to prepare yourself for worship. 
 

Words of Celebration, Concern and Opportunity                      Cliff Stewart 
 
Introit            Watchman, Tell Us of the Night Joseph Parry 

 
Watchman, tell us of the night, what its signs of promise are. 
Traveler, what a wondrous sight: see that glory beaming star. 
Watchman, does its beauteous ray news of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, promised day of Israel.. 
  

Lighting of the Advent Candle  The Pate Family (8:30 am) 
  The King Family (11 am) 
Advent Scripture (Unison) 

 
“He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With 
the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts 
of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Luke 1:16-17  
 

* Hymn 88                                                O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs. 1-4) 
 
Prayer of Adoration   
 
Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
  

Holy God, guiding Light, guide us through the wilderness of your love, 
where we are purged of false pride and consuming selfishness. Take us 
this Advent into the depths of your love so that we might find our true 
calling and live lives of joy and compassion. 
 
We confess, O God, that our lives consist too much of busyness and 
confusion. We confess that we don’t take the time to look deep into one 
another’s eyes. We move so swiftly from one moment to the next that 
we fail to see. We confess our sins and as your forgiven people travel 
into the silence so we can hear your voice. Hear now our confessions of 
sin… 

Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 
* Gloria Patri – No. 581 in Glory to God Hymnal 

 
GOD’S WORD TO US 

 
Time For Young Disciples  Jacob Snowden 
  
Organ Meditation 
  
Prayer for Illumination               Tiffany Lamb 
 
Scripture Reading  Mark 1:1-10 
   
Anthem      Sussex Carol arr. David Willcocks 

 
On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring. 
News of great joy, news of great mirth, news of our merciful King’s birth. 
 
Then why should men on earth be so sad, since our Redeemer made us glad? 
When from our sin he set us free, all for to gain our liberty. 
 
When sin departs before his grace, then life and health come in its place. 
Angels and men with joy may sing all for to see the newborn King. 
 
All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night: 
Glory to God and peace to men, now and forevermore, Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading                                   Isaiah 40:1-5  
Congregational Response: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon      Journey to Joy Cliff Stewart 

Prepare the Way for Joy 
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the 
uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.         Isaiah 40:3 
  

* Hymn 129  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Janice Six
 Lord’s Prayer: Page 35 of Glory to God Hymnal 

 
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD 

 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings  Tiffany Lamb 
  Offertory          The Work of Christmas      Dan Forrest 
  Jordon Juarez, Baritone 
* Doxology – No. 606 in Glory to God Hymnal  
* Prayer of Dedication                    
 


