
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Cliff Stewart
 Lord’s Prayer: Page 35 of Glory to God Hymnal 

 
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD 

 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
  Offertory Meditation on HYMN OF PROMISE (GG 250) John Carter  
* Doxology – No. 606 in Glory to God Hymnal  
* Prayer of Dedication                   Chris McNair 

 
* Hymn 250                                                               In the Bulb There Is a Flower 
 
* Invitation to Discipleship   Kristen Harris-Bridwell 
 
* Benediction and Choral Amen  
  
* Postlude Postlude on CWM RHONDDA (GG 65) Brian Büda 
 
* You are invited to stand at these points in the service.  Please feel free to 
remain seated if you prefer. 
 
Chris McNair is assisting with the liturgy today. 
 
The sanctuary flowers today are given on this Father’s Day to the Glory of 
God and in loving memory of Robert White from Jan and George Woodward. 
 
John McCullough is serving as our substitute choir director this morning 
while Clell Wright is away. 
 
Our associate pastor, Janice Six, is on vacation and study leave for the month 
of June and will return to the office in early July. 

  
AN INVITATION TO COMMITMENT 

First Central Presbyterian Church invites you to commit your life to the Lord 
Jesus Christ’s discipleship and to become a member of this congregation.  You 
may do this by meeting with the elders and the pastor immediately following 
the worship services.  You may place your membership with us in one of the 
following ways: by Profession of Faith, Transfer of Membership, or 
Reaffirmation of Faith. 
 
First Central Presbyterian Church has been a Stephen Ministry church for 
more than 20 years. If you would like to visit or pray with a Stephen Minister 
following worship, one will be available to meet with you in Perkins Chapel. 
 
First Central’s CD Ministry provides CDs of each sermon immediately after 
the service or at the church office during the week. If the CD is picked up at 
the church, the cost is $2.00; if CDs are mailed the cost is $2.75. 
 
 

 
 

Information: info@fcpc.net             Prayer Concerns: prayer-concerns@fcpc.net 

June 17, 2018 



FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Eight Thirty and Eleven  June 17, 2018 
 

OUR APPROACH TO GOD 
 

“God is working his purpose out, as year succeeds to year: 
God is working his purpose out, and the time is drawing near— 
Nearer and nearer draws the time—the time that shall surely be, 
When the earth shall be filled with the glory of God as the 
waters cover the sea.” 

-Arthur Campbell Ainger 
 

Prelude Psalm 23 (CRIMOND)  (GG 801) Brian Büda  
 

Utilize the time during the prelude to be mindful of the presence of God. God is present – 
are you present before God?  

“Speak now...for your servant is listening.” 
   

Words of Celebration, Concern and Opportunity                      Cliff Stewart 
 
Introit            Sing Praise to God  Larry Wolz 
 

Sing praise to God, sing out the song. Melody rising strong, sing praise to God. 
Give Jesus praise with one accord, joining in harmony give Jesus praise. 
Praise Spirit, Fire, pulsing with hope. Rhythm of urgency, praise Spirit, Fire. 
Trinity One, God, Spirit, Son. Music proclaim it long, Trinity One. 
  

Call to Worship   Kristen Harris-Bridwell
   

As a shepherd seeks a lost sheep,  
So God seeks and saves the lost.  
Like a woman who searches for a lost coin until it is found,  
So God rejoices over one soul restored to wholeness.  
As a father receives a returning wayward son,  
So God welcomes us, and lets the past be the past.  
Therefore let us praise God in thanksgiving that we are received.  
Let us receive and welcome and rejoice over one another in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

* Hymn 714                                                  God of the Fertile Fields 
 
Prayer of Adoration  Cliff Stewart 
 
Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
  

God of new life, we often say that anyone who is in Christ is a new 
creation. Yet when we consider our lives, we confess our failure to live 
in Christ. You promised to be present with us always, yet our fear for 
the future shows we do not trust in you. You love us with a great, 
eternal, and costly love, yet our self-hatred shows that we have not 
opened ourselves to your love. You promise that where your Spirit is, 
there is freedom, yet the injustice within your church shows that we 

have not let you set us free. God, guide us on the slow journey of 
growth. Free us from our fears, our prejudice, and our self-hatred, that 
we may live in Christ in the freedom of your Spirit. Amen. 

 
Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 
* Gloria Patri – No. 581 in Glory to God Hymnal 

 
GOD’S WORD TO US 

 
Time For Young Disciples  Jacob Snowden 
  
Piano Meditation 
  
Prayer for Illumination               Chris McNair 
 
Scripture Reading      II Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 

   
Anthem      A Thousand Voices David Rasbach 
   

O that I had a thousand voices to praise my God with thousand tongues. 
My heart, which in the Lord rejoices, would then proclaim in grateful songs 
To all wherever I may be what great things God has done for me. 
 
All noble powers that God implanted, arise! Keep silent now no more; 
Stand in the strength that God has granted, your highest work is to adore. 
Both soul and body join to raise with heartfelt joy our Maker’s praise! Alleluia! 
 
All that hath life and breath and motion, that throng the earth, the sea, and sky, 
Come, share with me my heart’s devotion, help me to sing God’s praises high. 
Oh, sing Alleluia! 
My utmost powers alone can never quite declare the wonders of his might. 
Then help, you choirs of heaven, to sing eternal anthems for my King! Amen! 
 

Scripture Reading                                   Mark 4:26-34 
Congregational Response: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon      Hurry Up and Wait Kristen Harris-Bridwell 

He also said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and 
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 
how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the 
head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 
come." He also said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will 
we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest 
of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all 
shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its 
shade."              Mark 4:26-32 
 

* Hymn 771                                 What Is the World Like 
 
Bequests and Planned Giving 


