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Cliff’s Notes
The five-year-old boy 
was sick on Palm Sunday. 
He stayed home with a 
neighbor. When the family 
came home carrying palm 

branches, the boy asked about them.

His mother tried to explain Palm Sunday and 
said to him, “People held them over Jesus’ 
head as he walked by.”

“Wouldn’t you know it,” the boy said, “the one 
Sunday I don’t go, Jesus shows up!”

“JESUS SHOWS UP!” – yes, that is what 
Easter is all about. Jesus shows up.  He shows 
up in the pain and suffering on the cross. He 
shows up at the grave.  

***

Where do you see the presence of Jesus?  
Look where you least expect to see him.  

The sorrowing disciples who felt the bottom 
had just fallen – certainly did not expect to 
see Jesus on the way to a little town called 
Emmaus.  But the news of Easter is that He 
is with you ...even when you are unaware.  
Maybe I should say He is with you particularly 
when you are unaware.

You might ask: “Why would He come to me?” 
It is because he comes to those who humbly 

deal with their loss. You will find out - the one 
who walks alongside you does so in a quiet 
personal way. 

You might wonder why the risen Christ 
appears  to these 2 unknown disciples 
walking to Emmaus. You might ask why Jesus 
didn’t first appear to Pilate and Caiaphas, the 
chief priest. It certainly would have cleared up 
a lot of misunderstanding.  Why not appear 
after the grave in the Temple? That would 
have been perfect. Have a press conference?

Why all the ambiguity amid uncertainty? 
Why not some proof for people who 
mattered?! - the movers and shakers? 

Yes, why does the stranger come to these 
two anonymous characters? Maybe it’s 
because God wants us to know that revelation 
happens in ordinary ways to ordinary people. 
Maybe that’s the whole point?!!!!

Let me wrap this up and say:  maybe right 
now, although you don’t realize it...there is 
ONE walking along side you in the shadows of 
your loss, your broken dreams, your failures, 
your disillusionments?

Today might be the time you should take a 
second look. Find a friend, take a walk...and 
do some remembering together 
and in that remembering find faith 
in the One who has been with you 
all the time.



A Word from Janice
 This time two years 
ago the entire world was on 
high alert. The enemy was 
sweeping across continents, 
leaving in its wake, millions 
who suffered and eventually 
died. Whole cities closed until 
further notice. Even Time 
Square fell silent as everyone huddled in their 
homes for safety. A pandemic was on the loose 
and there appeared no way to stop it. So, we 
did what we could do, and we did what we had 
never done: worship became virtual. 
 Churches across the nation went live 
with virtual worship and with it, invisible 
congregations were formed, wherein anonymity 
was assured for all who had previously slipped 
out during the last hymn to avoid contact with 
others—especially the pastors. Perhaps for the 
first time in this nation’s history, God’s people 
had permission to stay home on Sunday 
mornings. 
 The novelty and necessity for virtual 
worship has now waned but many have yet 
to return to the pews. Why? Has the once 
temporary change become the new norm? 
Is sipping coffee on the sofa in front of the 
computer screen really just as good as being 
present? How long is it possible to maintain 
relationships without visiting face-to-face, or 
greeting one another with a handshake or hug? 
 There’s a reason Christ surrounded 
himself with disciples who became as close as 
kin to him. There’s a reason that Christ ordained 
the gathering of God’s people for the purpose 
of worship.
 There’s a reason the church is known as 
the body of Christ. And there’s a reason why 
worship in cyberspace is called virtual. 
 As a community of faith—a church family, 
we are not complete without you. Please come 
home for a visit soon. We miss you. 

Easter Season Events and 
News!

PALM SUNDAY is Sunday, April 
10, and children are invited to 
process with palms before each 
of the services. It’s one of FCPC’s 
sweetest traditions! We hope you 

will bring your child to participate. Please bring 
your children to the narthex 10 minutes before 
either worship service so they can help lead us 
in worship.

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 
Join us on Maundy Thursday, 
April 14, for our traditional 
Maundy Thursday service. This is a unique 
contemplative service that is a favorite for 
many of our members. The service begins at 7 
p.m. and Communion will be served.

THE FLOWERING OF THE CROSS will 
take place on Easter Sunday, April 17, 
at both services. Members are asked to 
bring fresh flowers that morning and 
place them in the baskets in the foyer 

near Fellowship Hall. Have your child meet in 
the parlor prior to either service if they would 
like to participate. We hope you will join us in 
this FCPC tradition!

EASTER BREAKFAST Be sure and 
join us on Easter Sunday, April 17, for 
our traditional FCPC Easter Breakfast, 
served between 9:30 and 10:30 a.m. in Faith 
Hall (the gym). If your kids are participating in 
the Easter Egg Hunt, the breakfast is a great 
place to hang out while you wait for it to start 
at 10:15. The Deacons provide this delicious 
breakfast with all the fixings for just $3 per 
person. Please sign up at the information desk 
if you can so we know how many to expect!

EASTER EGG HUNT Easter Sunday 
at 10:15 am the hunting commences! 
Bring your kids, grandkids, and 

friends to FCPC’s annual Easter Egg Hunt. There 
will be some light refreshments and plenty of 
treats hidden around FCPC’s playground for the 
grabbing.



ONCE AGAIN, Easter Lilies in 
honor and in memory of loved 
ones will adorn our sanctuary on 
Easter Sunday, and then will be taken to our 
homebound members. Checks for donations 
should be made payable to “First Central 
Presbyterian Church” with the memo “Easter 
Lilies”. Checks and forms may be mailed to the 
church office or placed in the offering plates. 
Please specify on the form for whom the 
memorial or honorarium is given. A form has 
been included with your Alert, and additional 
forms are available in Sunday bulletins or at the 
church office. EASTER LILY DONATIONS AND 
FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE CHURCH 
OFFICE BY NOON ON APRIL 13th.

THIS YEAR’S HOLY WEEK PROGRAMS, to be 
held April 11-14, are a cooperative venture by 
First Baptist, Highland Church of Christ, St. Paul 
United Methodist and First Central Presbyterian 
churches. 
 Our city-wide Holy Week programs are 
back this year “live.”  Many in our city consider 
this series as some of the best evidence of the 
shared faith and trust of Abilenians.

 This year the host church on each day 
will welcome all. Bring your own lunch and the 
host church will have dessert ready for you.  
 Doors open at 11:45 am. The program 
begins at approximately 12:10 pm.
Our 2022 theme for Holy Week is: CRUX

 CRUX is a word with a double meaning.  
Crux is the Latin word for cross. At the same 
time we often say in conversation, “Well, the 
crux of the matter is....”  In other words, the 
main point when all is said and done is....” 
 Both of these meanings are embraced 
in our Holy Week theme.  The cross of Christ 
is what life is about. What Jesus did that Friday 
afternoon is the most important act anyone 
ever did.

Holy Week Luncheon Schedule:

• Monday, April 11
 ◦ Location: First Baptist
 ◦ Speaker: Cliff Stewart
 ◦ Title: “Cross Examination”

• Tuesday, April 12
 ◦ Location: St. Paul UMC
 ◦ Speaker: Shane Hughes
 ◦ Title: “Cross Bearer”

• Wednesday, April 13
 ◦ Location: First Central
 ◦ Speaker: Steve Patterson 
 ◦ Title: “Cross Words”

• Thursday, April 14
 ◦ Location: Highland Church of Christ 
 ◦ Speaker: Matt Cook
 ◦ Title: “Crossed Up”

 Loretta Fulton, Abilene’s Religion 
reporter writes this about the Holy Week shared 
experience:
 “Of all the religious events I attend and 
write about each year, the Holy Week Luncheon 
Series is a favorite. It brings together people 
from a variety of Christian worship experiences 
and traditions. We learn from each other, and 
we learn to appreciate difference, not merely 
tolerate difference. The daily sermons are 
always excellent, and the communal worship 
experience is something to be cherished.”

More News from FCPC
Save the Date for VBS!

 VBS Registration is now 
open! We hope you’ll join 
us for an around-the-world 
adventure at Passport to 

Peace on July 29-30. You can use this link to 
register your child to attend or to register to be 
a volunteer: 
https://vbspro.events/p/events/530



Play to Benefit the Medical Care Mission

 Don’t miss out on 
this theater experience 
to benefit the Medical 
Care Mission!  

 Friday and Saturday, April 22 & 23, the 
Presbyterian Medical Care Mission presents Neil 
Simon and Anton Chekov’s The Good Doctor, 
directed by FCPC member Betty Hukill.  The 
cast includes Allison Bredemeyer, Renee Clark, 
Dr. Steve Faehnle, Dr. Gary Goodnight, Sterling 
Haliburton, George Levesque, K.O. Long, Doug 
LoPachin, Pierce LoPachin, Graci Melbourne, 
Brittany Morrison and Caleb Straus.  
 General admission theater tickets are $50, 
and VIP dinner and theater tickets are available 
for $150 each or 2 for $275.  A limited number of 
VIP dinner tickets will be available through April 
15th.  The dinner begins at 5:30 p.m. at Cypress 
Street Station, followed by the play at 7:30 p.m. 
at the historic Paramout Theater.  
 For more information, visit www.
medicalcaremission.org, or call 325-696-7504 
to purchase tickets. All proceeds benefit the 
patients of the Medical Care Mission.

Help Out Buffalo Gap Camp!

 Spring cleaning at Buffalo 
Gap camp is underway as we get 
ready for the church camps that 
begin in June.
 This year we are not having a set day 
for spring cleaning, but instead are letting 
individuals, families, or teams sign up for specific 
work to be done so that it fits your schedule.   
Please visit the Buffalo Gap camp table after the 
8:30 or 11:00 services to learn more.  You can 
also call Dave Nickel at 325-673-8919 to learn 
more and sign up to help.

Breakfast on Beech Street News 

 During spring break, our 
Thursday Breakfast On Beech 
Street team was blessed to be 
able to direct 10 Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes from 

Eula High School as they prepared and served 
66 guests a hot  breakfast of biscuits and gravy 
and made 131 sandwiches for sack lunches.  
 Is the Spirit calling you this season of 
Lent to get involved with one of FCPC’s many 
missions?  Consider Breakfast On Beech Street!  
To learn more, contact Dave Nickel at 325-673-
8919.

Food Pantry News

Dear Friends of the 
Presbyterian Food Pantry, 
 The wind tried to blow 
us away on Tuesday, March 
29, but we were steady as 
we served 40 families. These families included 
around 150 seniors, adults, and children! We 
are mindful that we may be just the word of 
kindness and compassion that people need 
during a difficult time. We were happy to 
distribute fresh produce, canned goods, meat, 
bread, dairy products, and special requests to 
all who came our way. Our volunteers worked 
cheerfully to keep the day running smoothly. 
Additionally, many hands worked during the 
week to get everything ready. 
 Pray for us. At this time, we could use 
more donations of granola bars, cereal, peanut 
butter, crackers and snacks.
Your Pantry Team

Presbyterian Women Corner
The Grandmother-Mother-
Daughter Tea is coming soon!  
Watch for more details!

A time to celebrate the women and young girls 
in our lives - more details will be available soon!

Adopt A Garden Spot
The Garden of Hope is in need of some TLC! 
Please contact Kay Wilson to claim your 
adopted spot to tend to throughout the spring 
and summer months! 

Mini Mission Donations Needed
From now until May we will be collecting items 
for B.O.B.S - items needed include apples, 
bananas, oranges, and loaves of bread. 

Garden of Hope Brick 
Dedicate a brick in honor or in memory of a 
loved one! More information can be found at 
the PW table in the foyer. 
 Sympathy
We extend our sympathies to Joyce Talley and 
family on the death of Carlos Talley.


