
THE ALERT August 2020
A Note from Janice
What Was I Thinking?!

     Just as January marks a new calendar year, 
September also represents a fresh start, so much so, 
that I found myself planning for Phoebe’s Friends’ 
new study just like I have in past years. The study has 
been selected and the books have arrived—all 45 of 
them! What was I thinking? Why in the world did I 
order all 45 books?  Did I really think Phoebe’s would 
resume gathering in the Minter Room on Monday 
mornings after Labor Day? 

     Somewhere in my mind—or imagination—I guess I 
was expecting, life to return to normal. The upheaval 
of the past few months would be behind us, simply 
because our daily routine always gets back to normal 
with the start of school—even for those of us who 
haven’t had school-age children for 20-plus years! 
 
     So right now—the virus showing no signs of 
vanishing—the big question looming in the minds of 
every person who’s looking forward to the return to 
normalcy is, “What do we do now?”

     I don’t know about you, but I have to figure out 
how Phoebe’s Friends can safely gather to begin 
our study of this timely new book:  God and the 

Pandemic: A Christian 
Reflection on the Coronavirus 
and Its Aftermath by the 
internationally acclaimed 
New Testament scholar N.T. 
Wright. Otherwise, I’ll be 
peddling 45 copies of the 
book on the church parking 
lot! 

Also of note:

    Beginning August 14, a four-part live presentation 
via internet will be offered each Friday through 
September 4, from 12 noon to 1:30. The title of 
the Webinar is “Anti-Racism Capacity Building,” 
developed by Warren Chalklen, Ph.D.  The training is 
FREE, thanks to several in the presbytery who have 
covered the cost. Please join us in praying that God 
will use this experience to recognize what we don’t 
know and what we need to know to do our part to 
dismantle racism within Christ’s church and right here 
where we live. TO REGISTER for the Webinar:  Send 
an email to Janice at jsix@fcpc.net and we will see 
that FCPC participants are registered for the event.  
Your participation is greatly appreciated.



What’s next for CE…
 The summer of 2020 has not been 
a normal summer for FCPC, or for anyone! 
Church school was moved to ZOOM, camp and 
VBS went online, mission trips were cancelled, 
and the nursery was shut down. As we look 
towards the school year, we can see more 
and more of our usual routine coming into 
question. There won’t be a Big Splash event 
as Buffalo Gap Presbyterian Encampment has 
shut down its pool for the remainder of the 
season, the Celebration of Education will move 
to a worship-service-only event, we don’t know 
when Youth Sunday night and Wednesday night 
activities can resume, the beginning of Logos is 
uncertain, and we don’t know what Wednesday 
night adult supper studies will look like just yet. 

 This is a lot of change and you might 
be wondering how the CE staff members are 
spending their time. I will tell you that even 
though “normal” events are not happening, 
the office still feels busy. We are meeting with 
each other a lot to brainstorm creative ideas 
about “being the church” outside of the church 
building. Discussions about an increased and 
more focused social media presence have been 
had. Work towards dream projects is occurring 
- the expansion of the church library, the 
development of the second Godly Play room, 
the review of children’s ministry protection 
policies, and the addition of security cameras in 
the children’s wing.

 While the CE staff cannot know when we 
will be allowed to resume our normal schedule, 
we know what we are working toward – 
providing Christian education opportunities for 
the people of the church and laying groundwork 

for the future of Christian education at FCPC. 
We thank you all for hanging in there with us and 
having such great attitudes as we experiment 
with new modes of communication! Stay 
tuned via social media, email, and the website 
to keep up to date on future events and current 
Christian education opportunities. 

Worship with FCPC
 We have restarted our in-person worship 
services in a limited fashion. Please note the 
following changes from our usual worship 
services. We have one service only, which takes 
place at 10:30 a.m., with no on-site church 
school. We insist on masks and proper safety 
procedures, including social distancing. This 
service follows the same format as our online 
worship services.
 
 We strongly encourage anyone who is 
uncertain, feels unsafe, or is in a high-risk group 
to stay home and participate in our online 
worship service instead. We will do our best to 
provide a safe and sanitary environment, but 
this is not a risk-free endeavor. We urge you 
to prayerfully consider which option is right for 
you and your family as we continue to explore 
our worship opportunities at this challenging 
time.
 
 If you would prefer to participate in 
online worship, you can do so at https://fcpc.
net/media/online-worship/, or on the church’s 
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/
fcpcabilene. These videos are made available 
each Sunday morning beginning at 8 a.m. and 
are available all week long for you to watch 
whenever it is convenient for you.



FCPC Kids are Going on a Bear Hunt!
Bears have taken over FCPC, and we need your child’s help to find them all! Join us on Saturday, Aug. 
8, from 9-11 a.m. for this drive-thru event. Your child will have a blast searching for bears, solving riddles, 
munching on gummy bears, and seeing their church school teachers. We want to remind your kids that 
Jesus loves them beary much! Feel free to invite your children’s friends to participate in this event as well.



Gratitude
Dear FCPC,
THANK YOU for making and donating cloth masks! 
Your generous gift of time and resources is a 
powerful confirmation of a community reaching 
out to help people in need.  YOU are our heroes!
Brad Holland, President & CEO
Hendrick Health System

Celebrations & Congratulations
Congratulations to Jacob Pate who has received 
his Eagle award.  Jacob joins a good group of FCPC 
members who are Eagles. Jacob would be quick 
to say that this award is a family affair and reflects 
great support from his dad, mom as well as his 
scout troop. Congratulations Jacob.
We also celebrate the birth of Cephas, son of 
Symphorien Jean Angha & Nadine Maombi, and 
Conrad Carl Roeder, son of Austin & Callie Roeder.

Sympathy
Our sympathy is extended to the families of Roxie 
Schussler, Ralph Roach, and Gladys Dillard.

Breakfast on Beech Street
Breakfast On Beech Street (BOBS) serves breakfast 
and lunch for the hungry Monday through Friday.  
FCPC volunteers work on Thursdays from 5:30 AM 
to 7:30 AM.   During the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
are staying safe by sanitizing surfaces, practicing 
social distancing and wearing face masks and gloves 
while 40-60 customers come in for a carryout sack 
breakfast, lunch and coffee.
If you are interested in volunteering for BOBS, 
please contact Dave Nickel at 325-673-8919.

Food Pantry News
Dear friends of the pantry,
Our volunteers are all practicing all the safety 
measures recommended. Recently I have talked 
to many people who have lost their jobs due to 
COVID-19 and really need us now. On July 7, we 
served 33 families and almost 80 people! Our 
numbers seem to be increasing.  We really need 
donations of mac and cheese, granola bars, and dry 
pinto bags in 1 or 2 lb packages. As always, we could 
use bags with handles for our walkers.
We would also like to tell you some things we don’t 
need at this time. Please no more plastic bags or 
plastic bottles for now. We also do not use empty 
glass jars or egg cartons. We are overflowing with 
small condiments from fast food restaurants. 
Thanks for the many ways you participate in our 
ministry. We appreciate donations, prayers, and the 
many things you bring to us. Thank you for helping 
the hungry in our community. 


