
THE ALERT December 2020
Cliff’s Notes
Dear Church Family,

“The Upside Down of 
Christmas” is our Advent 
Christmas theme this year. 
And you have to admit that 

life this year is topsy-turvy and upside-down!  

Included in this issue of the Alert is the bad 
news that we are not going to have a “live” in-
person Christmas Eve service.  Read about the 
specific details inside this issue of the Alert.  

We will do our best to make the Christmas 
Eve service personal and real - but not in a 
face-to-face way.  We are doing this because 
we don’t want to promote the “spread” of 
Covid-19 in our usually packed sanctuary. We 
do want to “spread” the Good News of God 
coming to earth to be with us.

We will be having a music-rich and joy-
filled candlelight/communion Christmas Eve 
service online at 6 pm on YouTube.  And you 
will be provided an opportunity to light a 
candle in the sanctuary...as well as pick up your 

candles and 
communion 
e l e m e n t s 
from 1 to 3 pm 
on Christmas 
Eve. Again, 
read more 
about this inside this newsletter.

Maybe this “quiet” Christmas celebration 
in your home will remind you of that first 
Christmas in a bare stable in a little town 
called Bethlehem.

In the midst of a pandemic we will remember 
the Christmas message of the angels that 
we should not be afraid - that the child of 
Bethlehem is able to shine the light of love in 
the darkness.

Imagine - God not confined to places 
captured by bricks and mortar. Not 
confined by what is safe and familiar. 
God willing to travel, to journey through 
the rough terrain of the now, to 
get his hands and feet dirty. God 
with us...in these dark and strange 
times.



What to do about the 
Christmas Eve service?
After much prayer, thought, 
and conversation, the worship 
committee and the session have 
decided that FCPC will not have 
an in-person Christmas Eve 
service. We believe that online-

only version of this service is the best way to 
make sure we can meaningfully mark this time 
of the year while also encouraging healthy and 
responsible action. 

The Christmas Eve service will be available via 
our website, YouTube, and Facebook pages 
at 6:00 pm on December 24th. To find the 
service on our website, visit www.fcpc.net/
online-worship.  Lots of special music and 
beautiful visual elements will be included in this 
45-minute service as we put advent to bed and 
look toward the joy of the Christmas morning!

Though we will not be worshipping in person on 
Christmas Eve, we will still have a way for you 
to come to the church building and experience 
advent in a new and special way within the 
sanctuary. On Christmas eve, we will have 
a “Stations of Advent” experience prepared 
within the sanctuary from 1:00 – 3:00 pm. We 
encourage you to come during these hours to 
take a photo in front of one of our beautifully 
decorated trees and walk and talk through a 
prayerful advent experience with three stations 
set up in the sanctuary. You can come on your 
own or bring your family. Greeters will be 
there to guide you through the contemplative 
experience and to keep everyone socially 
distanced. Masks that cover both your nose and 
mouth are required for all those that participate. 
The “Stations of Advent” experience will end 
with you being able to pick up all the items you 
need for your at-home candlelight communion 
Christmas eve service.
If you do not want to participate in the stations, 
you can come by the church to get your candles 
and communion elements during the week of 
Christmas; Monday – Wednesday from 8:30 
am – 5:00 pm or Christmas Eve from 8:30 am 
– 3:00 PM.

2020 Camp Romania!

FCPC will be leading another 
service and learning trip to 
Romania for college-age folks this summer! Trip 
dates are July 22 – August 3, 2020. Price per 
FCPC college-age attendee is $1000, which 
is a majorly scholarshipped rate for a 12-day 
learning opportunity to Europe! Get outside your 
comfort zone and come learn from some of the 
most dedicated Christian servants we know, the 
leaders and volunteers of New Opportunities 
for Romanian Children (NOROC). Fill out this 
form www.fcpc.net/2021CampRomania to 
express your interest!

Stewardship 2021 – 
Thankful In Everything 

It’s That Time of Year Again! This year has been 
a learning experience for all of us during this 
pandemic.  Working on stewardship has been 
a real awakening bringing up questions such as 
how to best get the attention of the congregation 
when some of us are worshiping “scattered”?  
Well, we sent out  “Thankful” journals for jotting 
special thoughts and memories.  If you didn’t 
get one, let us know!  We have extra copies of 
this Thanksgiving journal so come by the church 
office and pick one up.  We’ve also sent out “God 
Dots” and our Estimate of Giving Cards for 2021.  
If you don’t know about our “God Dots”, contact 
the office.  We will be happy to send the letter 
and some dots to you, or send more dots if you 
need them!  This is something special to keep 
God and prayers in mind.  Have you sent in your 
estimate of giving card yet?  If you need one, 
call the office.  Did you know you can also fill it 
out online at www.bit.ly/FCPCPledge2021?  You 
can also call the office at 325/677-3501 and ask 
for Barbara, and simply tell her what you want 
your 2021 estimate to be.  We will appreciate 
your thoughtful prayers while contemplating 
your giving plans for next year. 



Online service moves to 
streaming!
 We are ready to bring you back into our beloved 
sanctuary each Sunday morning--online! You 
can “enter” the sanctuary as early as 10:20 am 
using the link we will provide on Facebook or 
going to First Central Presbyterian on YouTube.  
Our service will be broadcast “live” at that 
time.  However, you can still see the recording 
afterwards at any time you choose. We are able 
to do this because of many generous gifts for 
equipment needed to film in the sanctuary. 
Having trouble accessing online worship?  Try 
this:
On a computer, tablet, or smartphone: 
 

Step 1: Open your internet browser (examples: 
Explorer, Edge, Safari, Chrome, etc.)  
 
Step 2: In the address bar, type in the 
following: www.fcpc.net/online-worship 
 
Step 3: Click the red link labeled “on our 
Youtube Channel each week (click here)” in 
the first paragraph. 
 
Step 4: If you are tuning in on Sunday 
morning, the  “live” service will be the top 
most video. If you are tuning in later in the 
week, it will be either the first, second, or 
third video in the list.  
 
Step 5: To watch previously recorded services, 
you can scroll down and see them listed by 
date intermixed with other video content 
from FCPC.  

 
If you are watching “live” - you can tune in as 
early as 10:20 am.  The verbal Call to Worship 
will be at 10:30 am.  Until then you can watch 
folks enter the sanctuary and see the kinds of 
things you always see as everyone gets ready 
for the service.  And, of course, you will hear Dr. 
Wolz play the organ prelude which will begin 
as early as 10:23 am.  You might find this ten-
minute segment of time to be important as you 
prepare yourself for our time together. 
 
Our goal is to make this video resource 
accessible to all our members. If you need help 
email cstewart@fcpc.net.

Children’s News from 
Grace
Advent is upon us, and I have 

two exciting announcements. The Christmas 
pageant is still happening! Thanks to some 
amazing volunteers and parents, we will be 
posting a Christmas pageant video on Sunday, 
Dec. 13 at 6:00 p.m. on our Facebook and 
YouTube pages. We hope that the digital format 
will make the pageant accessible to everyone, 
especially friends and family members who 
live far away. 

This video will include clips of our current 
children singing and performing, but it will 
also include footage from Christmas pageants 
of years past. If you or someone you love has 
ever been in the pageant, you’ll definitely want 
to watch and see if you can spot them! This is 
the 30th anniversary of our church’s pageant, 
so we are glad that our church will still be able 
to enjoy it in a safe way. 

Secondly, if you haven’t printed or received 
your Advent devotional yet, it’s not too late! This 
is a unique devotional that not only includes 
scripture and prayer, but also opportunities for 
reflection and contemplation through art. We 
hope this will be a blessing for children and 
adults alike.  

There are two options available: one for people 
of all ages and one specifically for families with 
children. Kids (and adults) are also encouraged 
to make their own Advent wreaths, either with 
materials in your home or with the Advent 
Wreath craft. To request a digital or physical 
copy of these materials, contact Grace Sosa 
(gsosa@fcpc.net).  

A Note from Janice
Three cheers for the liturgical 
year that has already begun! 
Who isn’t ready for 2020 to 
be behind us? Surely it warrants its own chapter 
in the history books of tomorrow. What will 
you remember about this unprecedented year? 
What shards of light and beauty will you treasure 
from this shattered, scattered, and surreal year? 

I received my Medicare card. Does that count? 
Reflecting on the theme for stewardship 
this year, I am thankful in everything, which 



definitely includes celebrating my 65th 
birthday. Aside from having a mild case of 
Covid-19, I’m grateful for my health, family and 
friends. I’m also very grateful for the dedication 
and creativity of the FCPC staff that has used 
their God-given imaginations and commitment 
to carry-on with worship, outreach, and care of 
our congregation this year. This goes for all the 
volunteers that serve at the Food Pantry, BOBS, 
and Medical Care Mission, who recognize the 
need for what we share each week through 
these ministries is critically important to those 
being served. Covid-19 or not, people have to 
eat and people still need medical care. 

I am also extremely grateful this year for the 
generosity and vision of those who are making 
it possible for the FCPC Meditation Garden to 
be completed. Already, it is being enjoyed by 
people in the community as well as members 
of FCPC. Soon, you’ll be able to stroll through 
the garden in the evening, thanks to the park 
lighting that is being installed. When all the 
commemorative bricks, markers, and plaques 
are in place, it will be evident that this truly is a 
living memorial to so many who have been and 
are so dear to us.   

In Thyme for Christmas!
Thyme to Eat – Presbyterian 
Women’s Favorite Recipes cookbook 
has arrived…all 29 boxes of them! 
Even people who don’t cook, enjoy 

reading the history of FCPC at the front of the 
book. Others admit to already pouring over the 
recipes, imagining just how delicious they must 
be.      
It’s not too early to start shopping for Christmas. 
Those who help us sell the first 250 books 
receives a package of notecards, feature original 
artwork!  
Thyme to Eat by contacting Doreta, 325-677-
3501, to let her know how many copies to save 
for you and when you’ll be by to pick them up, 
or by visiting  the website at http://www.bit.
ly/ThymeToEat. The cost of the book is $20. 
All proceeds from the sale of the books goes 
toward the completion and maintenance of 
the FCPC Meditation Garden, across the street 
from the main parking lot.

Commemorative Bricks
Honor a loved one with a 
commemorative brick  in the FCPC 
Meditation Garden. To participate 
in the first round of bricks to be personalized, 
please fill out a form ASAP - last minute orders 
are being accepted for the next couple of weeks. 
Bricks are a meaningful way to honor those you 
love. Some memorable dates to remember may 
be the date of a birth,  baptism, confirmation  
or ordination. Whatever milestone events you 
want to be a lasting memory, mark the occasion 
with a brick along the brick lane leading to the 
gazebo. Each brick is $50 and you may secure 
an order form by calling the church office, 677-
3501. You may also pick up an order form from 
the PW table in the foyer.

Sympathy
Our sympathy is extended to Mary Jane 
Chambers and family on the death of Chuck 
Chambers; to Mark Diggs and family on the 
death of his cousin, Ricky Diggs; to the family 
of Harriet Connor on her death; and to Pat 
Wehmeyer and family on the death of Dr. 
Donald Wehmeyer.

Celebrations
Congratulations to Samantha Morrow on her 
election as the new Nolan County Attorney. 
Samantha is a loyal member of our Young Adult 
Bible Study which meets on Thursday evenings. 
She brings both her faith and professional 
expertise to the position.

Gratitude
Dear FCPC family and the Bequest & Planned 
Giving Committee,
On behalf of the English course in Zambia, I 
thank God for all God has been doing through 
you for this ministry. Thank you. 
Symphorien Jean Abakiriho

Thank you so very much – First Central staff, 
Gene Six and Dave Nickel – for the opportunity 
to worship online!
It is wonderful to be able to worship at home.  
Keep on keeping on with evolution and creation 
– it works and is so appreciated.
Many thanks,
Dot Polasek


