
THE ALERT December 2021
Cliff’s Notes
1 The beginning of the good news of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
                  Mark 1:1

Mark the Gospel writer begins his account not 
simply by saying that his work is “The good 
news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God,” but 
rather “The beginning of the good news….” 

It’s so easy to be taken off guard by the brevity, 
even terseness of Mark’s opening line – no 
angels and shepherds here, no genealogies 
or hymns to God’s eternal Word. I think 
Mark is trying to tell us something, both by 
the simplicity and open-ended quality of his 
opening. 

I think Mark is suggesting – and keep in mind, 
Mark in his Gospel regularly suggests and 
provokes rather than flat out declares – that 
his whole story about Jesus, beginning with 
John the Baptist and running through the 
calling of his disciples, casting out demons, 
healing the sick and feeding the hungry all 
culminating in his death and the declaration 
of his resurrection is just the beginning!!!!

As you read this – we are just beginning to 
celebrate Christmas 2021...but remember 
that it is only a start.  God is up to something! 

There is more than we can stuff into these 
December 2021 days of Advent.

The story of the good news of Jesus Christ, 
that is, continues… to this day… and among 
our people! And given the headlines and 
scandal and upheaval and unrest and general 
anxiety of these days, that comes to me as 
such a timely and important word.

Which leads me to wonder if we might ask 
ourselves to pause amid the frantic and joyful 
preparations of the season to be reminded 
that this Christmas story is bigger than the 
news stories we hear or the worries we harbor 
or even the hopes we share.

God is not done.    We are not yet what we have 
been called to be. The promise of Christmas 
is bigger than we have imagined. And God’s 
mercy and courage and blessing extends 
farther and deeper than we can imagine. For 
this, dear friend, is just the beginning!

Blessings to you and yours as we celebrate 
what God continues to do in and through us, 
individually and as a church.

The future is full of promise and 
“More Than Ever” we are being 
asked to do it together.

Advent 2021



A Word from Janice
“Repeat the Sounding Joy!” is 
a wonderful theme for Advent 
this year as we get to resume a 
few of our beloved traditions 
associated with the season, 

such as the Advent Fair on the first Sunday of 
Advent, which was a huge hit! And good news, 
it looks like the angels and shepherds will 
once again dance during the annual Children’s 
Christmas Pageant on the second Sunday of 
Advent! For some, it’s not the Christmas season 
until the shepherds have danced.

Another tradition to be reinstated will be the 
Church-wide Adult Christmas Party at Gene’s 
and my home, 65 Glen Abbey St., on Friday, 
December 17, at 6:30 p.m. Bring a favorite 
appetizer and a silly gift from the back of your 
closet or a gadget valued at $5 or less and join 
the fun! Childcare can be arranged if needed. 
Contact Kori in the church office by Wednesday, 
December 15. 

I’m especially looking forward to the Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Communion Service. If you 
haven’t worshiped with us on Christmas Eve, I 
hope you’ll be able to do so this year. Anyone 
who has attended this service will surely agree 
that it is one of the most beautiful, intimate 
worship services of the year. I love looking 
out over the congregation and seeing adult 
children who are home for Christmas, many 
with their own little ones in tow. It’s not unusual 
to see three generations packed into one pew; 
fidgeting toddlers being ferried from one 
parent to the other before finally coming to rest 
in Grandmother’s lap; and school-age children, 
fascinated by the individual candles with the 
paper collars—one of which is their very own! 
It’s a Hallmark moment—at least from where I 
sit as a mere observer. 

For many, the highlight of the service comes 
when the sanctuary is darkened, and we begin 
singing a medley of Christmas carols. Slowly the 

light from the Christ candle is passed from one 
person to the next until the entire sanctuary 
is aglow. At this point, we begin singing “Silent 
Night” and we all lift our candles overhead in 
unison. The presence of the Spirit is evident in 
this moment. There is a sense of unity among 
us, even though there are many we cannot call 
by name. And even though our circumstances 
have not changed, and all the problems of 
the world are far from being solved, there is, 
nonetheless, a sense of peace and wellbeing—if 
but for a moment. 

My prayer for you and your loved ones this 
season of Advent is that you experience God’s 
irrational peace—not reliant on circumstances 
or anything other than God’s generous grace. 
And may Christ’s joy be made complete in you 
as you celebrate the coming of our Lord. 

Children’s News from Grace

Advent Fair was a success!
Thank you so much for donating cardboard 
tubes and other supplies for our Advent 
calendar craft. Each calendar contains candy, 
small toys, and Bible verses to read as a family. 
The kids loved putting them together, and I 
know they will enjoy opening them each day 
of Advent. 

FCPC’s Christmas Pageant
The Christmas pageant will be on Sunday, 
December 5 at 7:00 p.m. The children and 
youth have been working hard to help us usher 
in the Christmas season with song. Remember, 
it’s not Christmas until the angels and shepherds 
dance!

LOGOS Recap
It was so wonderful to be able to have an in-



person semester of LOGOS this fall. From 
cooks to game leaders to Bible study teachers 
to worship leaders—it takes a crew to run this 
amazing program. A big thank you to everyone 
who makes LOGOS so great. Be on the lookout 
for our spring LOGOS dates for 2022!

Advent Fair Recap!
Wow! What a fun afternoon 
was had by all those that came 
to the Advent Fair on Sunday, 
November 28! The children gave 
us an exclusive Christmas Pageant 
Preview, Beth and Allen Mullins 
led us in Christmas carol bingo, folks of all ages 
made advent calendars for themselves and 
for homebound members of our church, and 
generous participants bid on incredible gift 
baskets in our silent auction. 

With your help, we raised over $3000 for youth 
service trips! This was truly a church-wide event 
with people of all ages in attendance enjoying 
fellowship and fun. Thank you to all who helped 
set up the gym, donated items and experiences 
to the silent auction fund, brought cookies for 
people to enjoy while they played bingo and 
made their calendars, called vendors to ask for 
silent auction donations, helped pre-construct 
the advent calendars so that the craft was easy 
to complete no matter your age, and helped 
clean up the gym after the event. 

More News from FCPC
Memorial and honorary 
poinsettias are a lovely way 
to pay tribute to loved ones. 
These poinsettias will adorn 

the sanctuary and will be delivered to some 

of our homebound members to help brighten 
their holiday. You may pick up a paper form at 
the church office, and forms are also available 
in Sunday bulletins.  Please submit all forms by 
Wednesday, December 15.

At a loss for words when talking to a 
grieving friend or family member? 
The Holidays are rich with traditions 
and memories so the absence of a 
loved one is especially obvious at this time. 
Stephen Ministry offers some timely advice on 
what to do and say that may be of comfort and 
support for someone you’ll be with during the 
holidays. 
The one-page handout is available at the 
information desk in the foyer or by contacting 
the church office. 

More Than Ever...you 
have stepped up to 
the plate and gone 

the extra mile to support our church’s mission 
and ministry.  Final totals are not in yet and 
we want to assure you that your estimates of 
giving for 2022 are needed.  We keep saying it 
over and over again – your financial support is 
needed “more than ever” in the coming year.  
We are recovering from the pandemic.  Help!  
We work on being the church together.
Even though our final figures are not available 
yet, we are beginning our budget process.  As 
you know we do not give to a budget per se 
but to the Lord...and then when we receive 
the results we will say a prayer of thanks...and 
begin to formulate the new balanced budget 
proposal for the new year.  
Here is where we need your help.  Before 
the committees start to come up with their 
priorities, we host an open meeting for anyone 
who is interested in the congregation.  We ask 
for suggestions, needs/concerns, ideas.  You 
are supporting the budget with your generous 
gifts...and now we want your input.
Our meeting to which you are invited is Sunday 
December 12 at 5:30 pm in the Minter Room.  
The committee chairs or their representative 
will be there. Hope you can come too.



It’s not too late! Matching names 
and faces is the primary goal of 
the FCPC Pictorial Directory. 
This year the M&E committee is 

confident that we can produce a new directory 
in-house. One of the advantages is that it will 
be available to you online and updated regularly, 
which means when someone or a family joins 
the church, their information can be added 
quickly!
The directory will be available in a manner that 
protects your photo and personal information 
from being accessible to the general public. 
Here’s what we need from you: 
• A close-up photo of you and the members 

of your household. Snap a “selfie” with a cell 
phone then send it to Kori Barr by email at 
kbarr@fcpc.net. If you have out-of-town 
family members, be sure and ask them to 
take a photo and send to Kori, too. 

• Include the names of the people in the 
photo, along with your address, preferred 
phone number, and email you would like to 
be published in the directory. 

• If you would like to use the photo from the 
last directory, please send an email to Kori 
making this request. If there is a change of 
contact information, please let her know. 

• We’re extending the deadline, so feel free to 
submit your photo if you didn’t get it to us 
yet.

Sanctuary and foyer flowers help 
decorate our church on Sunday 
mornings. These flowers are a lovely 
way to honor or memorialize a loved one. Your 
memorial or honorarium will be listed in the 
bulletin, as well as on a slide in the online worship 
livestream. The cost for flowers is $90 which 
covers both arrangements for the sanctuary. You 
can come by the church during the week to pick 
up the flowers if you would like to have them, 
or volunteers and deacons will deliver them to 
care facilities. The sign-up sheet for flowers in 
2022 is now available! Call the office at 325-
677-3501 to find out available dates and make 
a reservation, or look for the clipboard at the 
information desk on Sunday mornings.

Sympathy
We extend our sympathies to Erlene White 
on the death of her brother, Mike McMahan of 
Houston; to Charlene & Paula Fleener on the 
death of Charlene’s cousin, Shirley VonTungeln 
of Yukon, Oklahoma; and to Trudy Six and family 
on the death of long-time family friend Steve, 
who was like an uncle to Trudy.

New Members
We warmly welcome Joe & Bobbye Roberts to 
the FCPC family!

Gratitude
Dear FCPC,
Thank you for inviting me to share about Young 
Audiences of Abilene for the Wednesday night 
program.  I enjoyed sharing how YA influences 
so many children in AISD and surrounding areas!
Many thanks,
Laura King, Executive Director of YA

Dear FCPC,
Kindness counts...and you all score big points for 
the memorial for Murray Travis.  The lunch was 
delicious and Murray would be pleased with the 
service.
Love and Blessings,
Carol Adcock

Dear FCPC,
Thank you from the Hendrick Case Management 
Department for the basket of snacks and 
wonderful cookbooks.  We appreciate you 
thinking of us.

Dear FCPC,
I would like to thank everyone for praying for me 
weekly, and also many thanks for the beautiful 
flowers I received yesterday from the church by 
way of Garrett Briggs. Thanks for brightening up 
my day. Blessings to all of you!! 
Sincerely,
Charleen Thompson


