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Cliff’s Notes

I am finding the current 
sermon series entitled: “Here 
I Am Lord” very interesting 
to me personally. We have 
been looking at some of 
the people whom God has 
called throughout the Good 
Book.  Believe me - there 
are plenty to choose from!  

God calls because he wants our help in this 
world. The Good News is not only that we 
need God but that God needs us.

Here is what I think is the greatest lie of 
all time. The lie can be summed up in two 
words: someone else!

God choses you and me to get things 
done. I am saying we are ordinary people 
who when touched by God become extra-
ordinary. God doesn’t pick the rockstar or 
the popular kid to get things done. He 
chooses you and me.  We are the means, 
the method, the object, and the delivery 
vehicles.

God can use anyone, for sure. If you have 
won “best personality” or “best looking 
in class” – it does not make you more 
qualified. 

How about this - every time you see 
yourself as ordinary, you turn the wine 
back into water!!

Theologian Paul Tillich once said that the 
saint is a saint not because he/she is good, 
but because that person is transparent for 
something that is more than oneself. Being 
a window of opportunity, being a means of 
grace, being the place where the Holy Spirit 
dwells ...is the vocation of ordinary people.

We are living in the light of Christmas. 
Christmas when shepherds are summoned 
to the manger, 

Ordinary people become the vanguard 
of the Jesus movement, so that through 
them, through us, Christ might be seen 
and known.

Don’t turn the wine into water. Recognize 
that God calls you and  me.

God is calling. Are you listening?

It is a quotidian mystery that dailiness can 
lead to such despair and yet also be at the 
core of our salvation.... We want life to have 
meaning, we want fulfillment, healing and 
even ecstasy, but the human paradox is that 
we find these things by starting where we 
are.... We must look for blessings to come from 
unlikely, everyday places.   

Kathleen Norris



A Note from Janice
Life is tough—not always—but 
certainly enough of the time. 
Anyone who lives long enough 
will face struggles, heartbreak, 
some form of betrayal, and lose. 
In times like these the innate 
question that takes up residence 
in our minds is, “Why?”  Most of 

the time, there is no answer to this badgering 
question that echoes in the empty spaces of 
our wounded souls. We are told that to dwell on 
the question is futile as well as frustrating, but it 
seems to be our default question.  Anytime our 
mind attempts to be at rest, this three-letter 
question invades the silence. In an attempt to 
rid my thoughts of this menacing question, I find 
it helps to replace it with a declaration of what I 
do know. The inner dialogue goes like this:  When 
I hear myself asking, “Why?” I immediately 
respond, “I don’t know why, but I do know this…” 
and here I begin reciting what I know of God. 
“God is good…God is faithful…God knows us 
better than we know ourselves…God promises 
to never forsake us…God is with us…” etc. 

Fraught with casualties, 2020 was a year during 
which “Why?” has been on all our minds at one 
time or another. Perhaps 2021 is the ideal time 
for a refresher course on the promises of God. As 
Christians, we are called to be a people of faith, 
love, and among other things, hope. Taking time 
to recall the promises of God would surely serve 
to prepare us to give an answer for the hope we 
have in Christ Jesus.  

Beginning Monday, February 1, Phoebe’s Friends 
will gather via Zoom at 10 a.m. each week to pray 
together and reflect on the promises of God. 
Max Lucado’s latest book, Unshakable HOPE, 
will serve as our guide as we mine Scripture for 
God’s promises. 

Unshakable HOPE—Building Our Lives on the 
Promises of God by Max Lucado is an excellent 
study during times of uncertainty and lose in this 
shaky world. Lucado writes, “In this life, we will 
face trials and storms, but it is in our toughest 

moments that God’s promises prove themselves 
true.” In this book, Lucado focuses on a dozen 
of God’s promises and helps us recognize their 
significance in our daily lives. The book begins 
with a declaration and ends with another. The 
first is this: “We are building our lives on the promise 
of God. Because his Word is unbreakable, our hope 
is unshakable. We do not stand on the problems of 
life or the pain in life. We stand on the great and 
precious promises of God.” 

He ends the book with a similar declaration: “I 
will build my life on the promises of God. Since 
his promises are unbreakable, my hope will be 
unshakable. The winds will still blow. The rain will 
still fall. But in the end, I will be standing—standing 
on the promises of God.” 

I hope you will join me and Phoebe’s Friends each 
Monday morning as we engage in this hope-
filled study. For a copy of Unshakable Hope—
Building Our Lives on the Promises of God. The 
cost of the book is $17.50, payable to FCPC. You 
do not have to purchase a book to participate in 
the study. 

Children’s News from Grace
It’s hard to believe it’s already 
almost Lent! I feel like I just 
took down my Christmas 
tree. To celebrate this special 
time of the church year, I 

have prepared Resurrection eggs for you and 
your family to open together. Each egg contains 
a small object to remind your child about one 
part of the passion narrative, and the carton 
gives you a verse to read along with each egg.  

There are 18 eggs to open, 
and you can choose to 
open them at whatever 
pace works for your family. 
You could begin on the first 
Sunday of Lent (February 21) and open one 
egg every Sunday, one egg every Thursday 
after you watch the weekly Godly Play video, 
and the rest during Holy Week.  If that’s too 
much to remember, you can begin opening 



the eggs on March 18 and open one egg every 
day until Easter. However you decide to use 
your Resurrection Eggs, I hope they create 
meaningful times where you and your family 
can read scripture and pray together. 

I will also have a few Easter activity sheets to go 
along with the Godly Play stories of Lent. I hope 
these “work” items keep your kids engaged with 
the story and help them to think about what 
God may be teaching them. 

Resurrection eggs and activity sheets are 
available for pickup at the church office 
beginning Friday, February 12, and the first 
video to go along with them will be published 
on February 18. If you would like your activities 
delivered, just email me at gsosa@fcpc.net.  

Pray for BOBS, please. 
BOBS has adapted for 
COVID-19 by serving grab-
n-go breakfasts and lunches 
while supplies get harder 
and harder to get. 

In December, 2020, BOBS saw 1169 guests (102 
were between 1-18 yrs. old). Guests received 
to-go breakfasts which included a granola bar, 
water, a cheese stick, 1 other item, fruit juice, 
and coffee to-go if desired. Lunches included 
2,309 sandwiches each plus cookies, fruit, or 
fruit cup and a scripture.   

Our 2020 totals included 13,970 guests, 785 
being 1-18 yrs old, and lunches included 25,554 
sandwiches.  

If you are interested in volunteering at BOBS 
please contact Dave Nickel at 325-673-8919,

Please remember monetary donations are 
always welcomed!  You may send your gift to 
FCPC with a notation of “BOBS”.

Sympathy
Our sympathy is extended to the family of 
Roger Huber on his death; to the family of Dale 
Fooshee on his death; to the family of Steve 
Smith on his death; to Barbara Gibson on the 
death of her sister, Betty; to Janet Brooks and 
family on the death of her husband, James 

Brooks; and to Trudy Six and family on the 
death of her mother, Connie Holladay.

Celebrations
We celebrate two births: Louis Jonathan 
Downing, born January 14 in Arlington, Virginia 
(Proud grandparents at FCPC are Tommy & 
Donna Downing); and the birth of Anders 
Charles Egan, born January 20, son of Alec & 
Claire Egan (big sister is Roosevelt Egan, proud 
grandparents are Chuck & Chesley Martin, and 
proud great-grandparents are Bill & Roxy Cox).  

Gratitude
Hello friends of the Fooshee family,
Many already know that my mother Barbara 
passed away in 2012, but yesterday, (12/28/20) 
my father Dale joined her in heaven. After being 
a walking medical miracle with a bad heart for 
decades, he passed away after a week in the 
hospital in Dallas. We will miss him terribly, 
as we do our mother, but thank God for the 
wonderful  parents they were.
What we would like is to let you know of 
a Facebook group we have created called 
“Memories of Dale Fooshee” where (if you 
have a FB account) you can join to post any 
memories or pictures you might have of him 
(or Mom, for that matter). You can just imagine 
how we Fooshee kids would cherish them now 
that both our parents are gone. 
Thank you all for your many years of love and 
friendship. Our family wouldn’t be the same 
without you all.
Love,
Anne Fooshee Clayton 

Dear First Central,
Thank you for your generous year-end support 
of my work with InterVarsity and college 
students.  I really appreciate your support!  
What a challenging year to rethink all ministry 
work.  We’re doing something creative starting 
spring semester I’d love for you to know about-
-it should be on Instagram (@rootedjustly) and 
Facebook.  The “Rooted” program will guide 
students/others in learning our family, local and 
campus histories.  Our hope is this foundational 
work will lead into more service and Biblical 
justice work in the future.  Hope you can follow 
along!
Blessings,
Kate Perkins Denson



From Janis Test:From Janis Test:
What does online worship look like for you?What does online worship look like for you?
I either sit at my PC in my ‘office’ or watch on my iPad I either sit at my PC in my ‘office’ or watch on my iPad 
watching from a comfy chair in my living room.watching from a comfy chair in my living room.

How do you participate during the service? 
I sometimes sing along, pray the prayers, and follow 
along with the scripture reading in my Bible. 

Do you spend time getting ready for worship? If you do, 
what does that entail?
I turn my phone sound off. I also consider attending 
my Zoom Sunday School class as a preparation for 
worship, as well as reading the Daily Guideposts 
scriptures and illustrative stories.

Do you spend time after the service reflecting on it? If you 
do, what does that entail?
Sometimes, I will go to my Bible and search for 
related passages that help me further understand the 
message.

What is your favorite part of the online worship service 
and why?
The announcements help me know what is going on 
while we can’t be together, and the sermon never fails 
to make me think or bring a point I need to consider in 
my life at that moment in time.

From Rachel White:
What does online worship 
look like for you?
For me, online worship 
looks like a quiet night 
alone in my college dorm. 
One of my favorite things 
about online worship is 
that it is available for me 
at all times during the 
week. Sometimes I watch 
the sermons on a random 
Tuesday evening just 
because that’s when it fits 
best into my schedule. I 
love the easy availability 
of the sermons and the sweet reminder of home that 
they offer.

How do you participate during the service?
I like to participate by admiring the artwork and 
photographs scattered throughout the sermons. 
I always appreciate the thought that is put into 
selecting the different pieces and their relevance to 
the message.

What is your favorite part of the online worship service 
and why?
My favorite part of online worship is that it is a constant 
reminder of my home church family. I remember one 
evening during the week I was having a rough day, but 
found myself with some extra quiet time. I turned on 
the sermon from the previous Sunday and was able to 
take some alone time and enjoy the worship service. 
This evening is a particularly good memory as it was 
a sermon in which Cliff discussed selfies. There was 
included a selfie of Cliff, Janice, Kristen, Grace, and 
Carlo. I immediately paused the service and enjoyed 
the bright smiling faces of my church community. 
I love that online worship offers the opportunity to 
still feel connected to the church despite being away 
from Abilene.

From Melissa Russell:
Sunday morning in the Russell house at the beginning 
of the pandemic was hard. In my head, the living 
room was our little sanctuary were we would all sit 
and worship together. That wasn’t the case. My little 
girls are used to playing in there and it just didn’t 
work. I quickly figured out that I needed to keep them 
occupied so we could focus and really take in the 
service. 
We now start off by watching Grace’s Godly Play video 
or doing the family devotional and coloring activities. 
Once the girls are busy doing their “work” we turn 
on the service. Throughout this entire pandemic, I’ve 
been so incredibly thankful for technology. Andy, 
who is currently across the world is able to worship 
with us well. Thank you to all those on and behind the 
scenes to make this service possible. You all are truly 
the hands and feet of Jesus.

FCPC Online Worship Stories

Didn’t see your story?  Check back next month--we’ll 
continue sharing additional online worship stories until 
we’ve shared them all!
Want to submit your own online worship story?  Visit the 
church website at https://fcpc.net/media/worshipstory/ 
or email Kristen Harris-Bridwell (kbridwell@fcpc.net) or 
Kori Barr (kbarr@fcpc.net) in the church office.  Photos 
are welcomed!


