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Cliff’s Notes
Dear FCPC Friends,
 
I remember a story about 
a man who went to see Dr. 
Edgar Jackson, one of the 
founders of the modern 

care movement. Jackson had retired and 
moved to New England, and the man, 
who had read his books, came to him to 
discuss a personal problem. They talked 
for a while, and then Jackson let the man 
outside, saying he had something he would 
like to show him.
 
They walked out to pasture surrounded 
by large old maple trees. Dr. Jackson 
explained that when those trees were 
young they were planted by a farmer who 
used them as the living posts on which he 
strung barbwire to fence in his cattle. Dr. 
Jackson asked the man to examine some 
of the trees closely. When the man did, 
he could see the scars where the wire had 
long ago become embedded in the wood.
 
A few of the trees, said Jackson, died from 
infection. But most had merely enclosed 

the wire and gone on growing. We have a 
choice, said Jackson. We can either give up 
because of the problems we encounter or 
we can elect to go on with our lives. We will 
always bear the scars as reminders of our 
encounters with the barbwire but they will 
not stop us from living life to the fullest.
 
I write this article thinking of a number 
in our congregation who are presently 
enduring barbwire/thorny obstacles in 
their lives. Hang in there. Be assured of my 
prayers as well as those of our church. Life 
is not easy, but with God’s help we can be 
strong even in the broken places.
  

 
“We pray that you’ll have the strength to 
stick it out over the long haul — not the 
grim strength of gritting your teeth but 
the glory-strength God gives. It is strength 
that endures the unendurable and spills 
over into joy....”
  Colossians 1:11   (The Message)



A Word from Janice
Dear FCPC Family, 

     On June 1, 1997 I was leading 
a workshop for the Mo-Ranch 
Women’s Conference. I clearly 
remember telling the women, 
“Today is the best first day 
of a new job I’ve ever had!” 

It happened to be my first day on the payroll 
as the Director of Christian Education here at 
FCPC. That was 25 years ago—or so it will be on 
June 1. With this in mind, I have decided to mark 
this milestone year and day as the first day of 
my retirement as your Associate Pastor. 
     What a privilege it has been to be part of 
this church family my entire life. I’m sure it’s 
why thinking of you as family comes so easily 
to me. As I have often told the young children 
on Sunday mornings, “I am so thankful you 
are here so we can worship God together as a 
family because that is who we are. We are God’s 
family through Jesus Christ.” 
     Over the years, the FCPC family has filled 
my mental scrapbook with snapshot moments 
that I treasure. One I call “Full Circle,” was 
“taken” in a quiet and dimly lit hospital room as 
I was holding the hand of a sweet woman I had 
known all my life. She had been my cradle roll 
teacher at Central--and the cradle roll teacher 
of many who came before me. Now, 50-plus 
years later, I was standing by her bedside, softly 
singing “Jesus Loves Me” in hopes of lulling her 
back to sleep. As I stood there, I wondered how 
many times she had sung this same song to me 
as she held me in her arms many years ago.      
     Between now and the end of May, I look 
forward to collecting a few more mental 
snapshots, and sharing time reflecting on the 
past 25 years with many of you who have made 
my time on the FCPC staff memorable and 
treasured. May God continue to bless you with 
a full measure of joy, armloads of love, and a 
keen awareness of God’s presence at work in 
and through you for the building up of Christ’s 
church—particularly FCPC. 

A Message from Christian 
Education
Get excited for our spring LOGOS themes! 

LOGOS is our K-5th program on Sunday nights 
from 4:30—7:00 p.m. We hope to see you 
there dressed to impress!

• January 30: Breakfast Club
Come dressed in your favorite 
pajamas!

• February 6: Winter Wonderland
Bundle up in your best winter gear. 
Bonus points for snowflakes on your 
outfit!

• February 13: Valentine’s Day
Pink, red, and hearts are the 
theme for this LOGOS!

• February 20: 
Presidents’ Day
Come dressed as your favorite 
president for a fun night!

• February 27: Dr. Seuss Day
From the Cat in the Hat to the 
Lorax, there are lots of great 
characters to dress up as for Dr. 
Seuss Day!

• March 6: Fiesta
Wear bright colors and flowers for 
this exciting evening!

• March 13: No LOGOS (Spring Break)
• March 20: Lego

Have a Lego T-Shirt? Or get even 
more creative by making your own 
Lego costume out of a cardboard box!

• March 27: End of the Year Parent Celebration
Parents are invited to join their children for 
dinner at 5:45 and a special presentation to 
showcase what they’ve been learning this 
spring. 



More News from FCPC
Confirmation Retreat Our 
confirmands have been working 
hard over the past several weeks 
on Wednesday nights learning 

about the Christian faith and the Presbyterian 
tradition. To finish up the learning portion of 
the confirmation process and to celebrate their 
hard work, the confirmands will gather at FCPC 
on the weekend of February 18 for learning, 
time to work on their statements of faith, and 
for fun! Students will arrive at 5 pm on Friday 
evening and leave at 8:30. Then they will 
come back to the church on Saturday prepared 
to stay the night in the building and worship 
with our congregation at the 8:30 service 
on Sunday. Older youth are invited to join us 
starting at 6:00 pm for dinner, to help the 
younger confirmands write their statements 
of faith, and to play games after all of the work 
is done! All will end Sunday afternoon with a 
(hopefully) completed statement of faith ready 
to be presented to the session on Tuesday 
February 22. Please have our confirmands in 
your prayers as they think about their call to 
Christ’s church.

Dear friends of the Presbyterian 
food pantry, We had a great day 
at the pantry on Tuesday. Many 
thanks to the volunteer team 
who worked to serve 33 families. These families 
included; 49 adults, 39 children, and 29 seniors. 
One of the trends that we see is that many of 
these are large households. When times are 
tough, small families frequently move in with 
friends or relatives. This doubles the size of the 
household.  Feeding 8 people is harder than 
feeding 4. They are so grateful for our help.
Additionally I would like to thank Mike Hagar, 
the manager at Cash Saver. Mike works with 3 
different food pantries at his store. During the 
holidays, he posts signs and containers and 
asks his regular customers to donate to food 
pantries. He then divides the money and gives 

each of the 3 pantries a gift card. This year it 
was $200 for each of us. 
We could use some large jars of peanut butter, 
large jars of jelly, large boxes of cereal. We are 
honored to work with the church. We know that 
we are making a difference .
Your Food Pantry Team

Thank you BOBS volunteers! The 
Breakfast On Beech Street ministry 
has volunteer teams from several 
Abilene churches.  Every Thursday, 
FCPC is responsible as 4 rotating 

teams made up of 23 volunteers take charge 
of food preparation, serving and clean up.  
Volunteers arrive between 5:00 and 5:30 AM 
to begin food preparation.  The dining room is 
open to our guests from 6:30 to 7:15 AM where 
they are served a hot breakfast and provided 
with sack lunches.  Clean up is usually complete 
by 7:30 AM.  
Special thank you to all our regular volunteers 
and team leaders for your BOBS support and 
welcome 3 new volunteers, Micheal Brooks, 
Don Lawson, and Anna White to the FCPC 
team! 
We always have room for additional volunteers 
so if you’re interested in seeing what BOBS is 
all about, please contact Dave Nickel at 325-
673-8919 for more information and see if it is a 
good volunteer opportunity for you.

There are members at FCPC 
who, by circumstances of their 
age or health, are unable to drive 
to church, but would very much 
like to be present on Sunday Mornings.  We 
are grateful for the members who volunteer 
to serve in our transportation ministry to help 
these people attend church.
There are many ways we can reach out to help 
those who need assistance.  Offering a ride to 
church can be a simple gesture, but one that 
is heartfelt by those who would have no other 
way to join us on Sunday Mornings.  
If you are interested in volunteering for the 
Church Transportation Ministry, please contact 
the church office at 325-677-3501.



It’s not too late! Matching names 
and faces is the primary goal of 
the FCPC Pictorial Directory. 
This year the M&E committee is 

confident that we can produce a new directory 
in-house. One of the advantages is that it will 
be available to you online and updated regularly, 
which means when someone or a family joins 
the church, their information can be added 
quickly!
The directory will be available in a manner that 
protects your photo and personal information 
from being accessible to the general public. 
Here’s what we need from you: 
• A close-up photo of you and the members 

of your household. Snap a “selfie” with a cell 
phone then send it to Kori Barr by email at 
kbarr@fcpc.net. If you have out-of-town 
family members, be sure and ask them to 
take a photo and send to Kori, too. 

• Include the names of the people in the 
photo, along with your address, preferred 
phone number, and email you would like to 
be published in the directory. 

• If you would like to use the photo from the 
last directory, please send an email to Kori 
making this request. If there is a change of 
contact information, please let her know. 

• We’re extending the deadline, so feel free to 
submit your photo if you didn’t get it to us 
yet.

The donut hospitality fund was 
given a large donation several 
years ago so that members 
and visitors could always enjoy 
a donut with their coffee on Sunday morning 
and so that our children could always count on 
tasty donut holes during Sunday school. This 
fund is now depleted and needs your support. 
The donut bill for 2021 was just under $2300. 
Would you consider supporting this ministry 
with a gift to the donut fund?

Sympathy
We extend our sympathies to Audrey Perry and 
family on the death of her niece Elizabeth Ann 
Irby; to Tim Willis and family on the death of 
his grandmother Norma Jean Vickers; to Leslie 
Andrews and family on the death of her mother 
Lola Courtright; to James Myers and family on 
the death of his mother Julie Myers; to Bev 
Wright and family on the death of her sister 
Ginny Shell; to Gloria Zapata and family on the 
death of her sister Linda Thamez; and to the 
family of Rosanna Herndon on her death.

Celebrations
We celebrate the birth of Eleanor Grace Aneff, 
daughter of Ben and Hilary Aneff of New York 
City.  Proud grandparent at FCPC is Jim Aneff.

New Members
We warmly welcome Lesa Foreman to the FCPC 
family!

Gratitude
Dear FCPC,
The poinsettia so was a beautiful flower to look 
at.  The Advent calendar Christmas tree was also 
so beautiful - I set it on the kitchen table where I 
saw it until all the candy inside was gone.
Eula Ray Bailey

Dear FCPC,
To all of you with the LifeLine Council, my mom 
appreciated the cards and hand written notes.  
She loved the flowers.  Thanks so much for 
thinking of a newcomer to your church.
Brad Henry


