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Cliff’s Notes
By now you know that an 
“Upside Down Christmas” 
has been our Advent 
Christmas theme. On 
Christmas Eve I spoke 
about an incredibly upside-

down fact. 

On Christmas Eve I said that the Good 
News of Christmas is not only that we 
need God, but that God needs us.  Just 
look at the baby in the manger and you will 
quickly realize the Holy child needs help 
from us!  You don’t for a moment think that 
the Christ child came out of the womb and 
could immediately feed himself or change 
his diapers?!  

How does our Lord Jesus need you in the 
New Year?  

I can tell you this - your church needs 
you.  We are on shaky legs as a result of 
the pandemic.  It has been hard for our 
members to make financial commitments 

when so much is up in the air.  But don’t 
you see - this is exactly where faith come 
to play.  Faith is a commitment to live 
forward into 2021 even when there are a 
lot of question marks.

Consider a “faith” gift to your church here 
at the beginning of the new year.

If you can only play one note,
Then play it.
If you can only sing one song,
Then sing it.
If you only have one smile,
Then pass it on.
If you have the smallest of gifts,
Then keep sharing it.
God chooses you today,
Not because you’re
Brilliant or extraordinary or strong or wise,
But because you are you,
And he made you and knows you,
Understands you and has the 
greatest of loves for you.
   
   Bob Hopwood



Online service moves to 
streaming!

 We are ready to bring you back 
into our beloved sanctuary each 
Sunday morning--online! You 
can “enter” the sanctuary as early 

as 10:20 am using the link we will provide on 
Facebook or going to First Central Presbyterian 
on YouTube.  Our service will be broadcast “live” 
at that time.  However, you can still see the 
recording afterwards at any time you choose. 
We are able to do this because of many 
generous gifts for equipment needed to film in 
the sanctuary. 
Having trouble accessing online worship?  Try 
this:
On a computer, tablet, or smartphone: 
 

Step 1: Open your internet browser (examples: 
Explorer, Edge, Safari, Chrome, etc.)  
 
Step 2: In the address bar, type in the 
following: www.fcpc.net/online-worship 
 
Step 3: Click the red link labeled “on our 
Youtube Channel each week (click here)” in 
the first paragraph. 
 
Step 4: If you are tuning in on Sunday 
morning, the  “live” service will be the top 
most video. If you are tuning in later in the 
week, it will be either the first, second, or 
third video in the list.  
 
Step 5: To watch previously recorded services, 
you can scroll down and see them listed by 
date intermixed with other video content 
from FCPC.  

 
If you are watching “live” - you can tune in as 
early as 10:20 am.  The verbal Call to Worship 
will be at 10:30 am.  Until then you can watch 
folks enter the sanctuary and see the kinds of 
things you always see as everyone gets ready 
for the service.  And, of course, you will hear Dr. 
Wolz play the organ prelude which will begin 
as early as 10:23 am.  You might find this ten-
minute segment of time to be important as you 
prepare yourself for our time together. 
 
Our goal is to make this video resource 
accessible to all our members. If you need help 
email cstewart@fcpc.net.

2020 Camp Romania!

FCPC will be leading another 
service and learning trip to 
Romania for college-age folks 
this summer! Trip dates are July 
22 – August 3, 2020. Price per 
FCPC college-age attendee is $1000, which 
is a majorly scholarshipped rate for a 12-day 
learning opportunity to Europe! Get outside your 
comfort zone and come learn from some of the 
most dedicated Christian servants we know, the 
leaders and volunteers of New Opportunities 
for Romanian Children (NOROC). Fill out this 
form www.fcpc.net/2021CampRomania to 
express your interest!

Children’s News from Grace
A new year is always a time of 
reflection for me. And as I look 
back on my first year in this 
position at First Central, I feel an 
abundance of gratitude. Even 

though I only had about four months of normal 
before COVID, I am still so grateful for this year 
at our church.  

To the volunteers who made LOGOS a 
reality, thank you for your enthusiasm and 
commitment. I know they’ll be so excited to 
see you when we can meet again. 

To the 3&4 year old teachers and song leaders, 
thank you for investing in the first steps of 
these children’s faith journey. I see the joy on 
their faces as you sing, read God’s word, and 
pray together. 

To our Godly Play teachers, thank you for 
teaching the stories. There is something so 
fundamental about the stories in the Bible that 
I know is changing our children’s lives—and our 
adults too. 

To everyone who made possible our virtual 
VBS, our bear hunt activity, and our Christmas 
pageant, thank you, thank you, thank you. I 
know our kids and parents loved these events 
even though they looked different than in year’s 
past.  



To the parents who have faithfully sat with their 
kids to watch my videos, help put together 
crafts, sent us pictures and videos for worship 
services, and led family devotionals, thank 
you. Your investment in your children’s spiritual 
formation is meaningful and powerful. 

To the staff who has been encouraging, creative, 
and supportive during this uncertain time, thank 
you for guiding me during my first year.  

I have a drawer in my desk where I’ve kept 
meaningful things from this past year. It’s full 
of thank you cards, pictures kids have drawn 
me, and notes from when we were summer 
pen pals. On my wall, I have pictures parents 
have sent me of their kids holding up crafts, 
watching my videos, and making their own 
Godly Play stories. When I feel discouraged or 
just plain miss seeing our kids, I look at those 
pictures and open that drawer. They remind me 
of how much I have to be grateful for. 

It’s been a strange year. It’s been a tough year. 
But it’s also a year I’m so thankful for. I wonder 
what part of 2020 you are grateful for?  

A Note from Janice
Cookbook Bloopers! 

Thank you for supporting Presbyterian 
Women and the Meditation Garden 
by purchasing Thyme to Eat—Favorite 
Recipes of FCPC Presbyterian 
Women. We have plenty of copies on 
hand and it’s never too late to pick up 
another copy from the church office 
during the week between 8:30 and 4:30 p.m. 

Morris Cookbook Company is amazing to work 
with and they have a very high success rate when 
it comes to having very few typos. Nonetheless, 
it’s come to our attention that there are at least 
three mistakes that need to be corrected.  

The first is a substitution for the chocolate pie 
recipe at the bottom of page 136. If you haven’t 
picked up or purchased books yet, the new 
chocolate pie recipe is already in place. If you 
have already received your books, the recipe 
insert will be mailed to you—one for each book 
purchased. 

Another is a little bitty word swap in the absolute 
best sugar cookie recipe I’ve ever made or eaten. 
If you haven’t tried Amari’s Favorite Cookie 
recipe at the top of page 150, it’s well worth the 
calories and effort to give it try.  The one-word-
swap pertains to a teaspoon of baking powder. 
Currently it reads “baking flour.” So white-out 
“flour” and write “powder” and it’s done! 

Finally, the biggest blooper we have learned of 
to date is on page 68: “Rotisserie Chicken and 
Rice Casserole” attributed to Glenn Dromgoole. 
Thank you, Glenn, for noticing the glaring error 
and calling it to our attention! Currently, the first 
ingredient listed calls for not one or even two 
chickens but “12 or more rotisserie chickens.”  The 
original recipe calls for “½ or more of a rotisserie 
chicken.” It’s a huge blooper but an easy fix. Just 
draw a slash “/” between 1 and 2 and viola, it’s 
corrected! 

If you contributed one or more recipes to Thyme 
to Eat, please take a few minutes to read through 
your recipes. If you find a mistake, please let us 
know. If we have more than a few corrections, 
we will prepare a sticker listing all the corrections 
so you can place it on the inside front cover or 
send it to someone you may have given a book. 
We apologize for the inconvenience and hope 
we will have no more corrections to confess. 

Pray for BOBS, please. 
BOBS has adapted for 
COVID-19 by serving 
grab-n-go breakfasts and 
lunches while supplies get 
harder and harder to get. 

In November, 2020, BOBS saw 1169 guests (75 
were between 1-18 yrs. old). Guests received 
to-go breakfasts which included a granola bar, 
water, a cheese stick, 1 other item, fruit juice, 
and coffee to-go if desired. Lunches included 
2,174 sandwiches each plus cookies, fruit, or 
fruit cup and a scripture.   
Thus far in 2020 our total is 12,728 guests, 677 
being 1-18 yrs old, and lunches included 23,113 
sandwiches. 
If you are interested in volunteering at BOBS 
please contact Dave Nickel at 325-673-8919
Please remember monetary donations are 
always welcomed!



News from Palo Duro Presbytery
Each year, Palo Duro 
Presbytery, through 
the Common Life 

Ministry Team, evaluates Ministry Support grant 
applications that will support shared missions 
- directly or indirectly - with the churches of 
the presbytery.  This year, FCPC has received 
$5,000 from the Presbytery for “Bore Hole” 
fresh water projects in East Africa; this ministry 
is being embraced by other churches and 
presbyteries with FCPC’s hands-on passion and 
leadership.

Help Us Stay In Touch
Have you moved, changed phone 
numbers or have a new e-mail 
address? In times like these, it’s 
more important than ever to stay 
connected.  If you’ve changed addresses, phone 
numbers or e-mail addresses, please contact 
the church office and let us know so that we 
can stay in touch!  You can call the office at 325-
677-3501 or email kbarr@fcpc.net to update 
your information.

Sympathy
Our sympathy is extended to Cathy Black 
and family on the death of her mother, Mary 
Frances Townsend and to Barbara Schriever on 
the death of her son Michael Schriever.

Celebrations
We celebrate the birth of Cameron Edward 
Ruelas, born December 7 to Martha & Joshua 
Ruelas, and Vivian Elizabeth Elaine, child 
of Brook Roeder & Adam Garner; proud 
grandmother at FCPC is Lynn Roeder.

Congratulations to Barbara Kelly! Barbara now 
lives in Tyler, Texas at 4200 Old Omen Road, 
#1103, 75707 at The Hamptons.  She loves 
being there and last month she was selected as 
an Ambassador for one of the wings to help new 
residents get settled. In December, she’s been 
named Resident of the Month!  She remains 
positive and a joy to all who come in contact 
with her.  She’s been a faithful member of King 
David zoom class since she finished zooming 
with Carlo’s zoom class last summer. 

Gratitude
Dear Presbyterian Women,
Always a joy to receive a beautiful card with 
cheering greetings.  I became involved in PW 
in the mid 1950’s, so know just how much 
wonderful mission work the women contribute 
to a congregation.  FCPC women have an 
outstanding mission program.  Thanks for each 
card.
Blessings to all, Jo Bright

Dear friends, 

An update on Erik… He completed radiation 
therapy and is starting round 3 of chemo pills 
this week. He’ll be on them 5 days and then 
off for about 3 weeks. He is doing well and 
was able to return to working (from home) last 
week, gratefully. He is a computer programmer. 
In January, they will scan his brain to see the 
progress from treatment. Hopefully, at that 
time, they will schedule a time to put a plate 
in his skull where they removed some of it to 
operate back in April. He has come so far. Those 
early months were bleak, dark days. We were 
sustained by your many prayers and God’s love.

We both want to express our gratitude for all 
your prayers and concern. He is not out of 
the woods yet but hopefully he soon will be. 
It has been over a year since we last saw each 
other. We are hoping that we will be able to see 
each other by Easter-time. We do ask for your 
continued prayers. 

Nancy Lewis-Means
Erik García

I very much enjoyed watching the pageants 
over the years. I recall attending one with my 
oldest son when the sanctuary was new. He 
went up to the front for some part of it, then 
turned around and went down the wrong aisle 
to come back to me. It was memorable and 
predictable. He became a mechanical engineer 
and has continued not knowing which direction 
he was headed. The YouTube was so well done 
and had such meaning. I got a tear in my eye 
watching and felt the spirit of Christmas during 
this difficult time. 
I am praying for God to heal the earth and to 
keep us all safe. Such wonderful blessings First 
Central is offering. 
Becky Perkins Simpson


