
THE ALERT January 2022
Cliff’s Notes
Dear Church Family,

How about some great news to 
start off 2022?  I am very pleased 
to announce that Will Willimon 

has accepted our invitation to be our next 
Festival of Faith speaker, November 13-14.

Dr. Willimon is the author of over 70 books. 
Currently he is Professor of Christian Ministry 
at Duke Divinity School. He has served as a 
Bishop in the United Methodist Church in the 
North Alabama Conference. 

A Pew research survey determined that he is 
one of the two most frequently read writers 
by pastors in mainline Protestantism.  He is 
considered by many as one of America’s best-
known and most influential preachers.

I have enjoyed one of his most recent books 
entitled “The Accidental Preacher: A Memoir.”  
Here is a quote that is wonderfully “Willimon”!

“Preachers take criticism more seriously than 
praise, knowing that Jesus may have put 
denigrators up to it. Just when I think I’ve finally 
mastered the arts of ministry, the Lord forces 
me to hear sermon response that sends me 
back to the little league. While I was awaiting 
the procession into a Chicago ballroom at 
the convention of the Evangelical Covenant 
Church, a woman rushed up and said, “I’ve 

driven all the way from 
Dubuque to hear you. I love 
everything you write.” All the 
way from Dubuque? As the 
orchestra pounced on the 
processional hymn, even 
my inflated ego managed 
to swell. All the way from 
Dubuque? resounded in 
my soul. I preached, they 
sang, we recessed into the lobby. The same 
person came up, deflated, and said, “You 
aren’t Frederick Buechner!””     — Accidental 
Preacher: A Memoir

Will Willimon will be another wonderful 
contributor to FCPC’s Festival of Faith series 
that was begun some 40 years ago. Over the 
years we have hosted speakers such as:  Craig 
Barnes, Ken Bailey, Earl Palmer, Jeb Stuart 
Magruder, Lloyd Ogilvie, Ben Witherington, 
Bill Carl, Cindy Rigby, Ted Wardlaw, James 
Forbes, Peter Marshall Jr., We 
consider this series not only to 
be of spiritual encouragement to 
our own church but a gift to our 
community.

November 13
• Worship at 8:30 and 11 am
• 7 pm evening session with Dr. Willimon

November 14
• 11:45 – 1 pm  Presentation in Fellowship 

Hall with lunch
• 7 pm evening session with Dr. Willimon



A Word from Janice
Eager Anticipation for 2022

     I feel like a pot of water 
on the brink of boiling. 
Tiny bubbles are starting 
to form around the edge 
of the pot, and there’s signs 
that the water is stirring just 

below the surface. As we’ve probably all been 
told, “A watched pot never boils.” However, it 
may seem like “never” but we all know that as 
long as there is heat, there will be energy and 
eventually all that energy will break through 
the surface and the water will begin to tumble. 
Before long it will be what we call a “rolling boil.” 
Relief!  Call it yearning or anxiety, but in my 
case, it has been eager anticipation for 2022 to 
break forth and start rolling! 
     Maybe not much changes from the final 
minute of one year to the first minute of the 
next, but it just feels different. Here’s what I 
mean: The stroke of midnight signals the new 
year, and at that moment nothing of 2022 
has been wasted. No mistakes have had time 
to be made, and the year’s full potential is still 
available! This is the same way I felt several 
years ago when I taught school. The bell would 
ring at the close of the last class on the last day 
of school, signaling the start of summer break. 
I would tell Greg and Julia that this was the best 
day of summer. Not a single day had already 
been spent, and the entire summer stretched 
out before us! What are you looking forward to 
doing in 2022? What is something you plan to 
do to enrich your life and that of those around 
you? What is something you hope to learn in 
the new year? Is there somewhere you hope to 
go this year? What will be scrapbook-worthy 
in 2022? What other questions do you have 
about the new year? 
     My prayer for you is that 2022 be blessed 
with a full measure of joy and a keen awareness 
of God’s presence, wherein we may all 
experience God’s peace—regardless, whether 
the conditions in which we find ourselves are 

calm or chaotic. In response, may gratitude be 
our hallmark, and honoring God in all we say 
and do be our aim.  
“We who have run for our very lives to God have 
every reason to grab the promised hope with both 
hands and never let go. It’s an unbreakable spiritual 
lifeline, reaching past all appearances right to 
the very presence of God where Jesus, running on 
ahead of us, has taken up his permanent post as 
high priest for us…” Hebrews 6:19-20 The Message

A Message from Christian 
Education
Although Christmas is over, 
the church still celebrates 
a special holiday called 
Epiphany on January 6. On 
Epiphany, we remember 
how the Magi followed the 
star to find Jesus. Epiphany means “showing 
forth,” and it begins a season where we are 
called to look for how God makes Godself 
known throughout the world. Children and 
adults can enjoy the included special coloring 
page for Epiphany and display it somewhere to 
help them remember that we are all following 
the light of Christ.

More News from FCPC
Starting January 2, we 
will begin our Godly 

Play time in the Marketplace (all the way down 
the hall on the children’s wing and to the left). 
Children can come as early as first service ends 
until 10:00. Something I noticed this fall is that 
children coming from the first service would get 
to Godly Play around 9:30, but children who go 
to the second service were sometimes running 
a little late and got to Godly Play closer to 10. 
This time in the Marketplace will allow kids to 
get their wiggles out before entering the Godly 
Play room and ensure that we are all ready for 
the story. This time in the Marketplace may 
include games, songs, crafts, videos, and even 
science experiments. I think it will be a great 
way to begin the new year.



Phoebe’s Friends invites you to 
participate in the study of The Difficult 
Words of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide 
to His Most Perplexing Teachings by 
Amy-Jill Levine. In her latest book (published 
in 2021), Levine helps us look at six major 
verses and several others that have confused, 
confounded, and in some cases caused harm. 
Levine helps us understand how Jesus’s words 
were most likely understood by those who first 
heard them. 
Levine is University Professor of New Testament 
and Jewish Studies and Mary Jane Werthan 
Professor of Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt 
Divinity School and Department of Jewish 
Studies. She writes with clarity and appropriate 
humor to bring understanding to these stories 
that may have disturbed us for years. 
The Spring study begins Monday, January 10, 
2022 at 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. in Faith Hall or a 
more suitable area.  Childcare is available by 
contacting Kori Barr in the church office, kbarr@
fcpc.net. 

2021 BOBS Statistics What a 
year 2021 was for Breakfast On 
Beech Street!  A highlight was 
that BOBS celebrated 25 years 
of serving Abilene’s hungry.  Our 
church has been an integral part 

of this mission since its founding and BOBS has 
been and continues to be blessed with financial 
and volunteer support from FCPC!  
The year-end totals reflect that this mission 
is helping to meet the needs of many in our 
community as there were 12,355 guests served 
breakfast and 24,247 sandwiches provided for 
sack lunches.  
Currently our Thursday BOBS teams are short 
on volunteers.  If you are interested in seeing 
what BOBS is all about, please contact Dave 
Nickel at 325-673-8919 for more information 
and see if it is a good volunteer opportunity for 
you.

Food Pantry News Happy 
New Year indeed! The Food 
Pantry is very thankful 
and pleased to report that 
we recently received a 
generous gift of $5000 from the Presbytery. 
This will pay for most of the expenses for the 
month of January. We appreciate all the gifts 
and donations from our church family as well 
that keep us going to provide for those most in 
need in our community. While the food they 
received from us is a blessing for them it is 
equally a blessing for us as one can truly see 
when looking upon their faces. Most are kind 
and truly thankful for all they receive. 
During the month of November and into 
December we provided approximately 180 
turkeys with all the trimmings plus additional 
meat, dairy, bread, and toiletries to last for a 
week to the families we served.  On a personal 
note, Judy and I are especially thankful to 
have Alan and Beth Mullens as well as Becky 
Loop join our team of Pantry Coordinators. 
We are always in need of volunteers to fill the 
numerous tasks needed to make our drive-thru 
pantry operational. You will receive a blessing. 
Food Pantry Coordinating Team,
Judy, Charlene, Alan, Beth, and Becky

Sanctuary and foyer flowers help 
decorate our church on Sunday 
mornings. These flowers are a lovely 

way to honor or memorialize a loved one. 
Your memorial or honorarium will be listed in 
the bulletin, as well as on a slide in the online 
worship livestream. The cost for flowers is 
$90 which covers both arrangements for the 
sanctuary. You can come by the church during 
the week to pick up the flowers if you would 
like to have them, or volunteers and deacons 
will deliver them to care facilities. The sign-up 
sheet for flowers in 2022 is now available! Call 
the office at 325-677-3501 to find out available 
dates and make a reservation, or look for the 
clipboard at the information desk on Sunday 
mornings.



It’s not too late! Matching 
names and faces is the primary 
goal of the FCPC Pictorial 
Directory. This year the M&E 
committee is confident that we can produce a 
new directory in-house. One of the advantages 
is that it will be available to you online and 
updated regularly, which means when someone 
or a family joins the church, their information 
can be added quickly!
The directory will be available in a manner that 
protects your photo and personal information 
from being accessible to the general public. 
Here’s what we need from you: 
• A close-up photo of you and the members 

of your household. Snap a “selfie” with a cell 
phone then send it to Kori Barr by email at 
kbarr@fcpc.net. If you have out-of-town 
family members, be sure and ask them to 
take a photo and send to Kori, too. 

• Include the names of the people in the 
photo, along with your address, preferred 
phone number, and email you would like to 
be published in the directory. 

• If you would like to use the photo from the 
last directory, please send an email to Kori 
making this request. If there is a change of 
contact information, please let her know. 

• We’re extending the deadline, so feel free to 
submit your photo if you didn’t get it to us 
yet.

Palo Duro Presbytery 
and the Common Life 
Ministry strive each year 

to disburse Ministry Grants to our area churches. 
This year, we are happy to announce these 
churches which received these grants across the 
Presbytery.  “Thank you God for these humble 
sums to lift up Christ’s church.”
Area 1 
• St. Luke ……$4,000 for their project called 

Laundry Love
• 1st Pres in Clarendon..$5,500 for Pastoral 

support
Area 2 
• Covenant….$1,000 for Video ministry 

support
• 1st Pres in Plainview….$500 for non 

perishable foods for the Crisis Center

Area 3 
• Trinity in Wichita Falls…$1500 for support of 

two ministries
Area 4 
• First Central….$5,000 for support of the 

Food Pantry
• 1st Pres in Sweetwater…$2500 for support 

of the Blessing Box

Sympathy
We extend our sympathies to Mona Lara on the 
death of her grandmother Elena; to Bill Rister 
and family on the death of his brother-in-law, 
Teddy Jack Key; to the family of George Kim on 
his death; to Andrew Potter on the death of his 
good friend Geraldine Boyd; to Winona Somervill 
and family on the death of her nephew, Dan 
Robertson; and to the family of Dora Henry on 
her death.

Celebrations
We celebrate the birth of Tristan Scott Juanillo, 
born October 24 to Laura & Drew Juanillo; and 
the birth of Luke Terry Starr, grandson of Michael 
Bob Starr and Angela Nicolini-Starr, born on 
December 2.

We celebrate the baptism of Cameron Edward 
Ruelas, son of Martha & Josh Ruelas; the baptism 
of Tristan Scott Juanillo, son of Laura & Drew 
Juanillo; and the baptism of Gabriel Henry 
Chambers, son of Mary Jane Chambers.

Gratitude
Dear FCPC friends,
Thank you for all of the love, care, and support 
during Jacob’s recovery.  We are so thankful for 
our church family. 
Blessings, 
Jon, Susan, Jacob and Hannah Pate


