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Cliff’s Notes
Dear friends,

 A wonderful mentor in the 
faith put it this way — “No pain in 
life is more acute than when you 
realize you paid too much.” You 
know what he is talking about, don’t 

you? When we look honestly at what something cost 
us and compare it to what we received and sense 
the difference between the two. Such a realization, 
however, can be valuable if we can learn what it 
teaches us about  what is worth what.

 Jesus taught us much about ‘what is worth 
what’. His teachings point us toward what is of ultimate 
value...and sometimes the values he considered most 
important are rather different from the ones touted 
as valuable in our day and age.  Jesus placed love at 
the very height of what is of most value. Love is what 
God is and what God does...therefore it makes a lot 
of sense to say that what we do lovingly for another 
is a pearl of great price. And what we do unlovingly 
eventually becomes part of the problem, brings only 
anguish and emptiness.  Consider this today as I write 
about what is of value and what it not. May I suggest 
that the words ‘big’ and ‘little’ are defined ultimately 
in relationship to love? Even the smallest deeds – 
done with love – become ‘big.’  And the biggest deeds 
– done unlovingly – produce the opposite effect.

 John Schlatter recounts a true story written 
about a friend of his named Mark. He was walking 
home from junior high school one afternoon when 
he noticed the boy ahead of him had tripped and 
dropped all the books he was carrying, along with 
two sweaters, a baseball bat, a glove and a small tape 
recorder. Mark knelt down and helped the boy pick 
up the scattered articles, and since they were going 
the same way, he offered to carry part of this load for 

him. As they walked, he discovered the boy’s name 
was Bill, and that he loved video games and baseball 
and history, that he was having a lot of trouble with 
his grades in other subjects, and that his girlfriend 
had dumped him for someone else. They happened 
to reach Bill’s home first and Mark was invited in for 
a Coke and to watch some TV. The afternoon was 
passed pleasantly with a few laughs and some shared 
small talk, and it marked the beginning of a real 
friendship. They continued to see each other around 
school and started to eat lunch together occasionally. 
Eventually they went on to high school and their 
friendship continued. As graduation day came closer 
and as they were both going to different universities, 
Bill asked Mark if they could have a special talk. He 
reminded his friend of that afternoon years before 
when they first met. He asked: ‘Did you ever wonder 
why I was carrying so many things home that day? 
What you did not realize was that I had cleaned out 
my locker for a reason. I did not want to leave a mess 
for someone else, because I had hidden some of my 
mother’s sleeping pills and had planned to commit 
suicide that night. The whole world seemed dark 
and hopeless, and then you stopped and helped me 
pick up my junk. After we spent some time together, 
things started to look differently to me. I realized that 
if I had killed myself, I would not only miss you, but 
other friends like you who I would meet in the future. 
So, you see, Mark, when you stopped that afternoon, 
you did a lot more than pick up my books. You picked 
me up as well and saved my life.

 Today think about how in love the ‘little’ 
becomes ‘big.’ Didn’t Jesus say that if you gave so much 
as a cup of water in his name, that is, out of genuine 
love, you would not go without reward?  What ‘little’ 
loving thing can you do today that will be used by God 
for his ‘big’ Kingdom purposes? Who 
knows what may come of the simplest 
things done for love’s sake?  Don’t just 
nod your head affirmatively...go out and 
do something loving for another today.



Christian Education News
VBS Will Be Here Soon!

VBS will be here before you know 
it! Our theme is Passport to Peace, 
and it will be July 29-30. You can 

register at https://vbspro.events/p/events/530. 

We always need volunteers, but if you can’t help 
out on the day, would you consider making a 
donation from our list? You can donate or let 
us borrow items. If you would like your items 
returned, fill out a donation form at the front 
desk with Doreta. 

• World maps and globes
• Model and toy airplanes
• Items from countries you have visited
• Suitcases
• Flags
• Hiking gear (backpacks, boots, canteens, 

binoculars, etc.)
• Pool inflatables 

FCPC Child Safety Measures

At FCPC, we want to 
make sure your child 
knows that God loves 
them and that they are a part of God’s family. 
One way that we do that is by implementing 
child safety measures recommended by our 
church insurance. Here are the ways FCPC works 
to ensure your child’s protection.
• All clergy, staff, and children’s ministry 

volunteers pass comprehensive background 
checks through Palo Duro Presbytery.

• All clergy and staff complete child safety 
courses that address physical abuse, sexual 
abuse, neglect, and reporting procedures.

• All nursery workers complete an application, 
interview, and reference check.

• All nursery workers are certified in Child, 
Infant, and Adult CPR and First Aid.

• In addition to security cameras at the main 
entrances of the building, we have installed 
three additional security cameras that monitor 
all entrances and exits to the children’s wing.

• Children are always monitored by at least 
two adults (Sunday school teachers, nursery 
workers, etc.)

We want to make church a fun and encouraging 
environment for your child, but above all, we 
want FCPC to be safe. If you have any questions 
about children’s safety at FCPC, please contact 
Grace Sosa at gsosa@fcpc.net. 

Church-Wide Sunday School

Christian Education is going strong 
this summer at First Central 
Presbyterian! A few weeks ago, 
we began our annual Church Wide 

Sunday School. This first began as a way to bring 
our members together virtually at the height of 
the pandemic but has quickly grown to become 
a familiar favorite among our church members. 
Church Wide Sunday School is a 12-week study 
where all our church’s Sunday School classes 
combine in Faith Hall to study and to enjoy each 
other’s fellowship with some coffee and donuts. 
While fellowship and learning have always been 
a constant, Church Wide Sunday School has 
evolved in some other ways. For example, our 
church’s wonderfully talented musicians kick-off 
our time together each Sunday with music! 

Some of the hymns we sing are familiar while 
some have never been sung before in our worship 
service. We like to see this as an opportunity to 
expand our repertoire and musical vocabulary. 
If you haven’t made it over yet to join our class, 
don’t worry! It’s never too late to start.

We invite children, youth, and adults to join this 
intergenerational study and worship together. 
Your little ones will love being in worship with the 
adults. Once the study starts, they will be led to 
their separate Sunday School class. Don’t miss 
out on this wonderful summer study!

Buffalo Gap Camp 2022 Review

Over the past several years, I have 
helped at the church camps out in 
Buffalo Gap in a couple of capacities. 
As the Director of Christian Education 
at FCPC, I choose to be a part of the planning, 
advocacy for, and execution of the camps. This 
year, I served as head chaplain, the co-chair of 
the church camp program committee, and as 
the liaison between the church camp and the 
presbytery.  Many surveys say that children and 
youth mention camp settings as to where some 



of the most important growth phases in their 
Christian walk occur, so I volunteer my help out 
of a desire to ensure our church’s children and 
youth have the best opportunity to learn about 
their faith in an important environment.

Children from all around the Panhandle and the 
Big Country gathered at Buffalo Gap Presbyterian 
Encampment in June for a wonderful church 
camp season! A new co-director team ran this 
year’s events. Joel Templeton and Rachel White. 
That second name should sound familiar to 
you! Rachel graduated from our youth ministry 
a couple of years ago and served a one-year 
term on our session in her senior year of high 
school. Currently, Rachel is a student at Texas 
Tech University studying marketing. Joel is a 
graduate of Hardin-Simmons University and has 
a history of directing church camps, specifically 
Plains Baptist church camps, and running other 
special overnight events for young people. This 
combination of a young, business-minded 
presbyterian leader and an experienced camp 
director was like lightning in a bottle! They led 
with grace, fun, and professionalism, and the 
camp board, FCPC, and Palo Duro Presbytery 
are grateful for their service. Our other camp 
staffers – counselors, the lifeguard and medic, 
kitchen staff, musicians, and grounds team were 
also stellar. Many former and current youth from 
FCPC participated as counselors and counselors in 
training and worked hard to focus on relationships 
with the campers. Other adult members also 
had a huge role in making camp happen. A big 
thank you to James Myers, Linda Myers, Tommy 
Fawcett, Bryce Bevill, Jacob Matta, Joey Amador, 
Andrew Brokovich, Claire King, Isabel Gebhardt, 
Jacob Pate, and Vicki Alexander for representing 
FCPC so well. 

This year’s theme was “Follow Jesus,” a PC(USA)-
developed intergenerational curriculum in the 
Follow Me series. We had three wonderful 
chaplains – Rev. Dana Mayfield from Grace 
Presbyterian Church in Lubbock served as the 
mini-camp chaplain, Grace Sosa from FCPC 
served as the elementary chaplain, and Joel 
pulled double duty during middle school camp 
as the middle school chaplain. Campers learned 
about listening to God’s call and responding to 
it, that the Christian life is not lived in a vacuum 
but in community, seeing everything through the 
lens of love, and inviting others to join you on the 

Christian journey. These lessons were reinforced 
and practiced beyond Bible study and vespers 
with games, crafts, and guided conversations in 
the cabins at night. 

As I walk away from this year’s camp season, I 
have so many positive emotions. I feel gratitude, 
a sense of peace, and confidence that we put 
our best foot forward for this year’s campers. The 
staff was deeply invested in giving the campers 
an amazing, memorable experience, the program 
was excellent, and the campers had a wonderful 
time. I hope you will join me in giving thanks to 
God for another meaningful camp season and 
praying for all involved in planning for next year’s 
event, which has already begun!
Sincerely,
Kristen Harris-Bridwell



More News from FCPC
Food Pantry News

It does the heart good to see how 
Clare, Dave, and Shelly interact with 
our food pantry clientele. While we 
provide food, it is each of our dedicated 
workers that make the God connection 
through the listening ears and joyful 
messages they provide. Jaynne, Fran, 
and Lesa worked diligently as always to repackage 
flour, sugar, coffee, and other items for preparing 
generous bags for next week. Judy and Angela 
filled carts with dairy, meat, breads, and desserts 
for the 47 families (nearly 120 people) we served 
on Tuesday. Paula pulled files and Charlene put 
client information into the computer. Teamwork 
with God as the head of the team is what it is 
all about. Besides the 10 or more workers on 
Tuesdays, there are another 10+ workers who do 
behind the scenes pickups, deliveries, shopping, 
and prepackaging prior to each Tuesday. We need 
more volunteers, so prayerfully consider joining 
us. 
FCPC Food Pantry Team

Breakfast on Beech Street News 

From January through May 2022, BOBS 
volunteers have prepared and served 
5,324 guests a hot breakfast and made 
10,473 sandwiches for sack lunches!   

FCPC has four teams that rotate working every 
Thursday serving a breakfast of biscuits and 
gravy.  We get lots of compliments from guests 
about it being their favorite breakfast of the week!  
Preparations begin at 5:30 AM and we wrap up 
around 7:30 AM. 

We currently have a need for additional volunteers 
to help staff some teams that are running short 
handed.  If you are interested in joining a team 
or would like more information, please contact 
Dave Nickel at 325-673-8919.  We’d love to have 
you join us in this worthy mission of feeding those 
who are hungry!

Celebrating Our Graduates 

Each year, we like to recognize 
graduates from all levels of education 
in our monthly newsletters.  If you 
would like any recent graduates, 
near or far, to be recognized, please contact Kori 
in the church office to have their name listed in 
one of our newsletters over the next few months.

Gratitude
I would like to thank our Church members for 
the very nice card and the hand written notes a 
number of  friends  included on the card which 
I received after  I my recent  heart procedure in 
Houston. Also I want to thank Dr. Steve Faehnle 
who arranged  for me to be connected with a 
cardiologist at the Texas Heart Institute who 
was on Dr. Denton Cooley’s team at St. Luke’s 
Hospital and also Dr. Fred White who offered to 
be my  Abilene physician more than 40 years 
ago!  They have made it possible for me to 
receive  medical  care I have needed in Houston 
through the years. I have been  attending Church 
livestream on YouTube  since I have worked very 
hard to avoid getting Covid-19  given several of my 
circumstances. I hope by this fall I will be able to 
return to attending church on Sundays. 
Sincerely yours,
Jim Aneff

I want to thank the organizers of Janice’s goodbye 
luncheon.  It was so well done and such a fun 
event.  I also want to say the Youth Sunday service 
was outstanding!! What a fine group of young 
adults, Mike and I were so impressed and happy for 
each of them.  And, as usual, the music program is 
always so rich and meaningful.  Well done to all!
Thanks again, Mike & Sally Shelton

Dear members of FCPC,
Thank you for your generous donation to the 
Ukrainian refugees.  All of your gift will go to NOROC 
in Tulcea, Romania to support the refugeees.  No 
funds are deducted for administrative costs.  At 
the last count NOROC is assisting 280 individuals 
(men, women, and children).  NOROC is providing 
food, housing, diapers, medication, phone cards, 
personal items, and other items as the needs 
occur.  The children are participating alongside 
the abused, abandoned and orphaned youth in 
various NOROC programs.  The hope is to lessen 
the trauma.  NOROC’s psychologists are actively 
involved.  All of these activities are to the glory of 
God!
In His service, Fred White

Sympathy
We extend our sympathies to the family of Lale 
Estes on her death, to Jeannette Black and family 
on the death of her father, to Winona Somervill 
on the death of her brother, and to the family of 
Rue Ford on her death.


