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Cliff’s Notes
Dear church family,

One of the images of Pentecost 
is a wild, unpredictable wildfire.  
But as I begin to write I am very 
sensitive to the terrible fires that 

have run wild in our community.  Fires that have 
been so destructive and injurious to our friends 
and neighbors. – and we hurt for them.  This kind 
of hurtful fire is the opposite of what the gathered 
disciples received on that first Pentecost.

Before I write anything else...may I begin by first 
thanking you for gifts you have given to help with 
the fire damage. We are using your contributions 
to join with the effort of the Community 
Foundation and also to help meet the direct 
critical needs of folks that we know.  If you want 
to join FCPC in this – make a notation with your 
gift that this is to be used for the Mesquite Heat 
fire.

Okay, now back to the radically different wildfire 
of Pentecost!  I am writing about the good kind 
of fire.  Not destructive fire but constructive fire.  
Pentecost wildfire which in an unpredictable way 
leapt from the Jews to the Gentiles and from 
there out into the world.

This was a fire that miraculously brought people of 
different races, backgrounds, political positions, 
economic levels together.  Sure sounds like we 
need some of this today – doesn’t it?  Remember 
that the Holy Spirit wildfire unites rather than 
divides.

I am pleased to say that our 
church is on fire!  I mean that in a 
good way.  Think about the fired-
up people in our congregation 
who give of their time for others 
through our church’s missions.

The little boy in the first row was 
startled by the loud fire-breathing 
preacher as he yelled from the 
pulpit. “Mommy, I’m scared.”  Mom replied: “Oh, 
honey, nothing to be frightened about – he never 
gets out of that box!!!!”  But that is not us.  We get 
out of the box as we share in mission for others.

Pentecost is more than being a spectator...it is 
getting involved.

A brilliant New Testament scholar once asked a 
class what is the most important word in the New 
Testament. “Was it love? Faith?? Sanctification? 
Grace?” “No,” he said. “It is the little word “let”. 

“Let”!!!!!

Let Jesus Christ do his good work in you.

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus.

Let your peace be shared with others who do 
not know peace.

Let your light shine before others.

Yes, “let” God’s fire burn in you 
and radiate to a world that needs 
desperately the warmth of God’s 
love.



Christian Education News
VBS Will Be Here Soon!

VBS will be here before 
you know it! Our theme is 
Passport to Peace, and it 
will be July 29-30. You can 

register at https://vbspro.events/p/events/530. 

We always need volunteers, but if you can’t help 
out on the day, would you consider making a 

donation from our list? You can donate or let 
us borrow items. If you would like your items 
returned, fill out a donation form at the front 
desk with Doreta. 

• World maps and globes
• Model and toy airplanes
• Items from countries you have visited
• Suitcases
• Flags
• Hiking gear (backpacks, boots, canteens, 

binoculars, etc.)
• Pool inflatables 

Get Ready for Pentecost June 5!
Pentecost is June 5 and we will have several special events to celebrate the birthday of 
the church!

Join us for a family-friendly worship service that will invite participation from our children 
at either 8:30 or 11 a.m.  Then, be sure to join us  in the Garden of Hope at 4 p.m. for a 
“Holy Spirit Party” for the whole church family!

This will be a lively party with lots of surprises.  All ages are invited.  Be sure to wear 
RED!  It will help if you bring a lawn chair, but we will also have some seating available.  
Beverages will be served.

We’ll see you at FCPC on June 5!



Summer Camp at Buffalo Gap

It’s time to register your child for 
camp! At Buffalo Gap, kids enjoy 
games, crafts, Bible study, swimming, 
dress-up themes, and evening 
activities. 

One of the commitments at Buffalo Gap is 
that counselors will know their kids’ names by 
the first night. This reflects the emphasis they 
place on community and relationship-building 
at camp. Being out in nature, unplugged from 
technology, and connecting with friends is a 
great way for your child to grow spiritually this 
summer. We hope your child will participate!

Below are the dates for each fun-filled 
experience. Register at buffalogapcamp.org. 
• Mini Camp (first-time and younger 

campers): June 7-10
• Elementary Camp (completed 4th and 5th 

grades): June 12-17
• Middle School Camp: June 19-24
• High School Retreat: June 26-July 1

Be sure to use the following coupon codes at 
registration to get a church discount!
FCPCMC = Mini Camp
FCPCEC = Elementary Camp
FCPCMSC = Middle School Camp
FCPCHSR = High School Retreat

More News from FCPC
Festival of Faith 2023

Dear Church Family,

Due to some unforeseen 
circumstances we are rescheduling 
our Festival of Faith with Will 
Willimon to January 8-9, 2023.  

We are so pleased that he has accepted our 
invitation to come to our church.
Dr. Willimon is the author of over 70 books. 
Currently he is Professor of Christian Ministry 
at Duke Divinity School. He has served as a 
Bishop in the United Methodist Church in the 
North Alabama Conference. 

A Pew research survey determined that he is 
one of the two most frequently read writers 
by pastors in mainline Protestantism.  He is 
considered by many as one of America’s best-
known and most influential preachers.

I have enjoyed one of his most recent books 
entitled “The Accidental Preacher: A Memoir.”  
Here is a quote that is wonderfully “Willimon”!

“Preachers take criticism more seriously than 
praise, knowing that Jesus may have put 
denigrators up to it. Just when I think I’ve finally 
mastered the arts of ministry, the Lord forces me to 
hear sermon response that sends me back to the 
little league. While I was awaiting the procession 
into a Chicago ballroom at the convention of the 
Evangelical Covenant Church, a woman rushed up 
and said, “I’ve driven all the way from Dubuque to 
hear you. I love everything you write.” All the way 
from Dubuque? As the orchestra pounced on the 
processional hymn, even my inflated ego managed 
to swell. All the way from Dubuque? resounded in 
my soul. I preached, they sang, we recessed into 
the lobby. The same person came up, deflated, 
and said, “You aren’t Frederick Buechner!””           
  — Accidental Preacher: A Memoir

Will Willimon will be another wonderful 
contributor to FCPC’s Festival of Faith series 
that was begun some 40 years ago. Over the 
years we have hosted speakers such as:  Craig 
Barnes, Ken Bailey, Earl Palmer, Jeb Stuart 
Magruder, Lloyd Ogilvie, Ben Witherington, Bill 
Carl, Cindy Rigby, Ted Wardlaw, James Forbes, 
Peter Marshall Jr., We consider this series not 
only to be of spiritual encouragement to our 
own church but a gift to our community.

January 8
Worship at 8:30 and 11 am

7 pm evening session with Dr. Willimon

January 9
11:45 – 1 pm  Presentation in Fellowship Hall 
with lunch

7 pm evening session with Dr. Willimon.



Church-Wide Sunday School

Church wide Sunday school starts 
June 5 at 9:45 am in the Gym!

This is quickly becoming a favorite church 
tradition where we all come together as a church 
family to study, pray, and for the first time, join 
together in singing! Children will join the adults 
for the singing, and then Mrs. Grace will bring 
them to Godly Play.

This is a 12-week study where our church’s Sunday 
School teachers lead us in exploring a variety of 
topics throughout the summer. From June 5 to 
June 26, we will study what it means for Christians 
to live in companionship and company. The next 
four weeks will explore what it means to confess 
and how to engage in the practice of confessing. 
The last four weeks challenge us to examine the 
ways in which God calls us to honor diversity. 
These are three excellent studies that are sure to 
pique everyone’s interest!

Building on the church-wide church school 
model of meeting in discussion groups around 
tables from last year, an added element of 
congregational singing will be led by several 
wonderfully talented church musicians from 
our church. This is going to be a little different 
than what we normally experience in Sunday 
morning worship services. We’ll sing hymns that 
are FCPC favorites and songs that are new and 
engaging. Bring your friends, neighbors, family, 
and kids! This is something that everyone will 
enjoy.

Houston Boychoir

The Houston Boychoir will be in 
concert on Saturday, June 18th at 
6:30 p.m. at Hardin-Simmons.  Admission is free 
and the concert will take place at Woodward-
Dellis recital hall.  Houston Boychoir  builds 
men of character through music and features 
a Chamber Choir with younger voices and the 
Olde Boys with older voices, which combine 
into one group.  This program is presented by 
Young Audiences of Abilene.

Gratitude
On behalf of Lady Jane Young, I want to thank 
you for all the flowers and notes.  She continues 
to do well physically even as she struggles 
mentally.  She still has a great sense of humor 
and is very witty -- she can no longer see or hear.  
Thank you for remembering her even though 
she cannot respond to you.
She enjoys me reading her your sweet notes.  
Thank you for your thoughtfulness.
Sincerely,
Nancy Wilkinson & Lady Jane Young

To the FCPC Family, 
Words cannot clearly convey the love and 
appreciation I have for all of you. 
The potluck luncheon, kind words, and Faith 
Hall filled with so many of you, is are all part of 
a precious memory in my collection of mental 
snapshots. 
Your generosity continues to astound me each 
time I think of your gift of a trip to Scotland for 
Gene and me! This is one of two trips we have 
looked forward to taking once we’ve retired. You 
have now made this dream come true. 
Thank you for your encouragement over the 
years and for allowing me into the sacred space 
of your lives as I served as one of your pastors. 
Gene and I look forward to many years ahead of 
serving side-by-side with you through FCPC. 

Peace Be with You,
Janice

Sympathy
We extend our sympathies to Bill Rister and 
family on the recent death of his sister-in-law.

Congratulations
We congratulate Julia Six & Jace Aldriedge on 
their marriage.  They were married on May 20th.

We celebrate the baptism of Kamryn Jo Franklin, 
who was baptized and confirmed on May 15th, 
and the baptism of Andrew Joseph Smith, son 
of Yerenia & Kevin Smith, who was baptized on 
May 22nd.

We also congratulate recent high school 
graduates Daniel Gebhart, Sami Kanayo, 
Caermon King and Jacob Pate.  If you know of 
any graduates who should be honored in future 
issues of the Alert, please contact Kori in the 
church office.


