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Cliff’s Notes
So what does our church need most right now? 
Here we are in the midst of this never-ending 
pandemic...and having survived the “Winter 
Invasion”!!! 

Here is my top five list of our church’s needs:

1. Your prayers. 
A simple and earnest request. The longer I 
have been a pastor the more I have sensed the 
importance of heartfelt, sincere prayer both 
for our church and for individuals within and 
without.  If you don’t pray for your church – 
who do you think will?  Do it.

2. Your engagement. 
Yes, of course, we are all experiencing video/
zoom fatigue. But hang in there. For some 
of you the time will be right to come back to 
church for worship on Sunday mornings at 
10:30 am.  We have lots of room for social 
distancing (or maybe it is “spiritual” distancing 
in the sanctuary?).  I suppose we don’t REQUIRE 
masks but please wear one because you are 
thinking of others wellbeing if not yours.  
But, on the other hand, don’t come if you are 
ill, or have reservations.  Trust me - our online 
service is here permanently – pandemic or 
not. I am getting used to being a Presbyterian 
tele-evangelist!

3. Your witness. 
Don’t let your membership in our church signify 
being part of the “secret service.”  Go public! 
Invite your friends to participate. Even as we 
are separated we are doing things together like 
zoom Sunday School, young adults under the 

Stewart carport, food pantry 
and more.

And now with the church 
having so much online 
presence – it is a great time to 
invite people to “see” what we 
are all about.  It is a great way 
to explore the church in a non-
threatening way – online.

4. Your financial faithfulness. 
Our mission and ministry 
needs are the same. But to 
be honest, giving is down.  We need your 
support. We have a great staff who work hard. 
Our mission is still a top priority. We don’t 
harp on money all the time – but it certainly is 
important.

5. Your service. 
What are some ways you can be of service as 
an extension of your church? You can be of 
service if you shovel snow off your neighbor’s 
walk (and I hope you will not have to do that 
the rest of the year. I am sick and tired of ice 
and snow.)  You know what I mean about 
service.  Don’t just think about it – do it.

♦♦♦♦♦♦

These five areas are not just to benefit your 
church and her needs. It is what you need for you 
too.  Think about this – in meeting the needs of 
your church...you meet your own.  

Together in Christ’s ministry with 
you....



Children’s News from Grace
I have a few children’s ministry announcements 
that I’m excited to share with you! 

“Parenting in the Pandemic: Helping 
your child grow in their faith in the midst 
of loss and uncertainty” 

COVID-19 has been a challenge for everyone, but 
especially for parents. As the virus rages, children 
ask questions about sickness, death, and how God is 
involved in it all. During this four-week class, we will 
hear from teachers, counselors, and ministers from 
our congregation as they share encouragement and 
tips for this time. Topics include “Faith Formation in 
the Pandemic,” “Talking about Loss with your Child,” 
“Parenting Through Stress,” and “Helping Your Child 
Thrive.” This series is also open to parents of youth. 
Mark your calendars for Sunday evenings at 6:00 
p.m. March 14, 21, 28, and April 4. Be on the lookout 
for more info soon! 

Resurrection Eggs: It’s not 
too late to pick up a carton of 
Resurrection Eggs and some 
Lent activity sheets! Visit the 
church office during business 
hours or contact Grace if you would like them 
delivered.   

Warm hearts at a freezing cold Texas camp
This article, written by Cliff Stewart, originally appeared in 
The Presbyterian Outlook on February 26, 2021.

This year marks a century of ministry at the 
Presbyterian Buffalo Gap Encampment in Texas! 
The camp is primarily a place for summer camps — 
including three fun weeks of camp for the children 
and youth of Palo Duro Presbytery.

Buffalo Gap is a little community just 
20 miles outside of Abilene.  The camp 
is owned by 13 cooperating Presbyterian 
churches. Key to the success of the camp 
is the generous support of Palo Duro 
Presbytery.

James and Linda Myers are the camp managers.  
They both have big hearts — which were evidenced 
on Valentine’s Day, February 14. They went to bed 
that night unaware of the catastrophic crisis many 
Texans across the entire state would be facing 
during the night and in the following week.  When 
James and Linda woke up on Monday morning, 
they discovered they had no electricity. Soon, 
there would also be no water as an unprecedented, 
historic “winter invasion” descended on Texas. 
Record zero temperatures, snow and ice resulted in 
an almost total collapse of the electric power grid 
across the state.

It was oh-so-cold outside, but it will warm your 
heart to know that the camp quickly became a 
shelter for about 20 people who needed a safe 
place to stay.

The new tenants were warmed by gas heaters in 
the cabins and then fed in the dining hall.  The cost 
was zero!

Even though Buffalo Gap is a small community, the 
Myers did not know any of the people who sought 
a shelter at the church camp.

When all was said and done, James 
said, “We made some new friends in 
the midst of it all.”  And you can be 
sure that the people who were given 
safe haven felt the same about James 
and Linda.

Rustic bunk beds in the cabins were adequate.  And 
how about this? Only one bathroom in the entire 
camp was working due to frozen pipes, and that 
bathroom was adjacent to the dining hall.  And then 
that toilet could only be flushed with some water 
that Linda quickly captured before their water 
source stopped working.  Melted snow would help 
with flushing. Any idea how much snow is needed 
for one flush? Answer: Plenty!

The Myers made a quick run to the grocery store 
for food and bottled water.  The new guests were 
treated all week to pancakes, bacon, eggs and a 
number of other dishes Linda put together.  Linda 
remarked, “It is amazing what you find in the back 
of the freezer when you look.”

Meanwhile, as James and Linda were 
helping these new temporary residents, 
they themselves were unable to sleep 
in their own house due to no electricity, 
no heat and no water.  But not a 
complaint was uttered on their lips as 
they concentrated on helping others. 

James and Linda ended up living in the kitchen and 
dining hall.

However, one teenager did complain a bit about 
the free room and board — when she realized there 
was no place to charge up her cell phone!

On Tuesday at midnight, James and Linda were 
startled, hearing a knock on their door. When they 
opened it, there was a police officer!  He asked if a 
person from the nearby community could have a 
place to stay overnight. This individual lived not too 
far away and was literally freezing. In desperation 
he went to his truck to warm himself but the truck 
ran out of gas. Then he called 911.  Of course, James 
and Linda found this frigid young man a place at 
the camp.



Like many church camps across the country, 2020 
was not an easy year. COVID-19 shut down the 
entire in-person camping program. Innovative 
leaders in the presbytery invented an online 
camping experience and continue to pray that this 
summer face-to-face camping can be restored.

But in the meantime, we celebrate two servants 
of God who disregard their own hardships to serve 
others in need.

“ I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me.”  (Matthew 25:35)

Food Pantry News
The Food Pantry needs you! If you have a 
heart for service, this is an opportunity for 
you to say, “Yes.”

We open our doors to the community 
every Tuesday afternoon. One group of 

volunteers interacts with clients and collects and 
records their information. Another group gathers 
food and carries it out to our grateful clients. Others 
package food to be used the following week.

What happens Tuesday is only part of 
the process. People are working all week. 
Volunteers pick up food from various 
locations and deliver it to the pantry. 
Others prepare bags of food during the 
week to simplify distribution on Tuesday.

Each week, we need 18-20 volunteers to complete 
these tasks. Our goal is to have enough volunteers 
so that each person would work only once or twice 
a month. Many jobs are flexible and can be done 
at a time that fits your schedule. You would be 
working with people who have fun together while 
serving others. 

We wear masks, social distance, wash or sanitize 
hands frequently. We now use a drive-by 
distribution which keeps our clients and volunteers 
safer. 

To volunteer or to get more information, call Judy 
at (217) 390-8084, or Charlene at (757) 450-1477. 
We need you!

Sanctuary Flowers
Sanctuary flowers help decorate our 
sanctuary on Sunday mornings and are 
a lovely way to honor or memorialize a 
loved one.  Your memorial or honorarium 

will be listed in the bulletin as well as on our online 
worship livestream.  The cost for flowers is $90 
which covers both arrangements for the sanctuary, 
and you can come by the church during the week to 
pick up the flowers if you would like to have them, 
or volunteers and deacons will deliver them to care 
facilities.  Call the office at 325-677-3501 to find 
out available dates and make a reservation.

Sympathy
Our sympathy is extended to the family of Ed 
Melson on his death; to Grace Sosa and family on 
the death of her grandmother Willa; to Andy Potter 
and family on the death of his father Tom Potter; 
and to Jean Herald on the death of her son, Mike.

New Members
We welcome Clell Wright, Brooke Bixby and Tom 
Purcell to the First Central family!  

Gratitude
First Central,
Hello!  Hope you all are well.
I wanted to drop a line and say thank you for your 
continued support of students and the work I do in 
urban ministry in Washington, D.C.  I am so grateful.
This semester, with the continued pandemic, is 
leading us towards more creativity which has been 
challenging and fun.  If you want to follow along it’s 
on Instagram @rootedjustly.
Thanks again, appreciate you all!
Kate Perkins Denson

Dear First Central,
On behalf of the staff and board of directors of 
Christian Womens Job Corps of Abilene, thank 
you for your continued, generous support of our 
organization.
Sincerely,
Sharon Maurer, Executive Director

I want to thank each and every one of you in 
FCPC.  All the cards I look forward to and the lovely 
red flowers that you delivered last week are still 
beautiful.
Thank you all,
Dora Henry

Dear FCPC,
Greetings!  I am writing to express our deepest 
gratitude for the generous gift Menaul School has 
received from your congregation.  As their chaplain, 
it is our relationship with the Presbyterian church 
that allows me to guide the spiritual life of this 
beautifully diverse community, while being firmly 
grounded in the Reformed heritage.  The gift from 
your congregation is a tangible expression of our 
shared ministry through this school, and a very 
real help that keeps our community strong.  I am 
always happy to connect to bring the updates on 
our school life.
May God continue to bless the good people of First 
Central.
With gratitude,
Chaplain Takako Terino



From Don & Lisa Powell:From Don & Lisa Powell:
What does online worship look like for What does online worship look like for 
you?you?
We have Sunday school at 9:00 via We have Sunday school at 9:00 via 
Zoom, then we rush to get the laundry Zoom, then we rush to get the laundry 
started, fresh coffee, and whatever started, fresh coffee, and whatever 
else we need before sitting on the else we need before sitting on the 
sofa and watching the service. We sofa and watching the service. We 
have 3 dogs and they are in the room have 3 dogs and they are in the room 
with us, taking turns to see who can with us, taking turns to see who can 
get the most pets. On Communion get the most pets. On Communion 

Sundays, we work to keep the dogs away from the Sundays, we work to keep the dogs away from the 
bread and grape juice since it looks like a treat to them. bread and grape juice since it looks like a treat to them. 

How do you participate during the service? 
We respond to the readings, and listen during the 
hymns. We like to notice who is there and look 
forward to the sermons. 

Do you spend time getting ready for worship? If you do, 
what does that entail?
We make sure we have the elements in place, if 
needed. Otherwise, we do what’s needed to settle in 
for the service. 

Do you spend time after the service reflecting on it? If you 
do, what does that entail?
We do talk about the service together afterwards, 
sometimes with our adult children who are living with 
us. 

What is your favorite part of the 
online worship service and why?
My favorite part is the sermon since 
Cliff lets us know a bit about what’s 
going on in the church -- and he’s 
good presenting his message. 

From Allen & Beth Mullins:
What does online worship look like for you?
We sit in our comfy living room chairs, often with the 
cat in Beth’s lap and watch from online access on the 
TV. 

How do you participate during the service?
We sing the hymns, say the readings, follow along 
with the published bulletin, hymn list, and read the 
pew information sheet. We also laugh at Cliff’s jokes. 

Do you spend time getting ready for worship? If you do, 
what does that entail?
We do our online Bible study class at 9:00 and 
then log in early to catch the first notes of the organ 
prelude. 

What is your favorite part of the online worship service 
and why?
It’s important to keep our links with the church family 

even though we can’t be together in person. 

From Bob & Susan Nethery:From Bob & Susan Nethery:
What does online worship look like for you?What does online worship look like for you?
We sit in our favorite chairs next to each other. Bob We sit in our favorite chairs next to each other. Bob 
puts Youtube on our smart 55 inch TV, and we watch puts Youtube on our smart 55 inch TV, and we watch 
the service from that.the service from that.

How do you participate during the service? 
We usually have cups of coffee to drink, and we sit 
focused on the service.  We love the music and have 
been thrilled to enjoy the variety and quality that you 
have offered. We especially love Josh on the piano!

Do you spend time getting ready for worship? If you do, 
what does that entail?
We get up and prepare like we were attending 
services.  We teach our SS class at 9:00 by zoom 
and by the time it’s over (and we’ve visited for a few 
minutes just like we would do normally), it’s time to 
center ourselves for worship.

Do you spend time after the service reflecting on it? If you 
do, what does that entail?
Yes, we find ourselves talking about the sermon and 
music during the rest of the day.

What is your favorite part of the online worship service 
and why?
Bob’s favorite parts are the sermon (the message) 
and the music.  Mine are the music, the prayers(the 
assurance of pardon), and the sermon.

From The Pate Family, submitted by Jacob Pate:From The Pate Family, submitted by Jacob Pate:
What does online worship look like for you?What does online worship look like for you?
We sit in the living room as a family and watch the We sit in the living room as a family and watch the 
service on the TV live as to feel more connected with service on the TV live as to feel more connected with 
the church.the church.

How do you participate during the service? 
We drink coffee and participate in communion all 
while in the comfort of our pajamas.

Do you spend time getting ready for worship? If you do, 
what does that entail?
We put our phones on silent.

What is your favorite part of the online worship service 
and why?
We’re still able to hear the message and learn new 
things about our faith journey while staying socially 
distanced.

FCPC Online Worship Stories

Want to submit your own online worship story?  Visit the 
church website at https://fcpc.net/media/worshipstory/ 
or email Kristen Harris-Bridwell (kbridwell@fcpc.net) or 
Kori Barr (kbarr@fcpc.net) in the church office.  Photos 
are welcomed!


