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Cliff’s Notes
So then we pursue the things 
which make for peace 
and the building up of one 
another. 
Romans 14:19

Charles Osgood told the story of two ladies 
who lived in a convalescent center. Both had 
suffered an incapacitating stroke. Margaret’s 
stroke left her left side restricted, while Ruth’s 
stroke damaged her right side. Both of these 
ladies were accomplished pianists but had 
given up hope of ever playing again.

The director of the center sat them down at 
a piano and encouraged them to play pieces 
together. They did, and a beautiful friendship 
developed. What a picture of the church’s 
need to work together! What one member 
cannot do alone, perhaps two or more could 
do together--in harmony.

I am not an expert on music — so correct me 
if I am wrong. Harmony in my book is the 
combining of different voices into something 
melodic. Harmony does not mean that 
everyone sings the same way. Harmony 
means that we pay attention to the Director 
who leads us in singing beautiful music.

Harmony celebrates diversity of opinion and 
differences in doing things. We don’t have to 
do everything alike in our church. We also don’t 
have to think alike in our church. One of the 
wonderful things about being a Presbyterian 

is that we embrace diversity as we try our best 
to follow Christ.

Take the disciples for example — what a diverse 
crowd they were! There were fishermen and 
zealots and a tax collector, etc. Jesus didn’t 
choose disciples that were exactly alike.

Disagreements are inevitable. 

There will always be opposing viewpoints and 
a variety of perspectives on most subjects. 
Tastes differ as well as preferences. That is 
why they make vanilla and chocolate and 
strawberry ice cream, why they build Fords 
and Chevys, Chryslers and Cadillacs, Hondas 
and Toyotas. That is why our nation has room 
for Democrats and Republicans, conservatives 
and liberals---and moderates. 

The tension is built into our system. It is 
what freedom is all about, including religious 
freedom. 

I am fairly firm in my theological convictions, 
but that doesn’t mean you (or anyone) must 
agree with me. 

All this explains why I place so much 
importance on leaving “wobble room” in our 
relationships. One’s theological persuasion 
may not bend, but one’s involvements with 
others must.



A Word from Janice
Rock Music in the Garden!
     

The garden fence is now complete! 
As plans were being discussed for 
a fence, some people voiced their 
concern about erecting a fence 
around the garden. Their concern 
was that the public might not feel 
welcome to visit the garden. I’m 
grateful that as a church family our 

hospitality extends to neighbors and strangers, 
and I’m now pleased to be able to assure 
you that even before we posted welcome 
wreaths on the main entrances, our neighbors 
were already entering the garden to walk the 
labyrinth, take photos, or sit on the boulders 
and low walls that frame the back of the chapel. 
I’m also grateful to have an office with a view of 
the garden.

During the day, I see who comes and goes 
through the garden gates. More times than not, 
those who enter the garden are not people 
I recognize. I also enjoy looking over at the 
garden when it’s still with no one in sight. I can 
envision what it will look like on Monday, May 
24, when Presbyterian Women gather at 10 
a.m. to celebrate the Birthday Offering (weather 
permitting). 

A few weeks ago on a “Greersday” (formerly 
known as Thursday), I brought Greer Louise, 
our two year old granddaughter, to the garden. 
I was hoping to get to pull a few weeds while 
she explored the new terrain. Once we arrived, 
entered the garden, and I closed the gate behind 
us, I realized how liberating it felt to know that 
Greer could be free to follow the sidewalk or 
cut across the lawn to the gazebo or just toddle 
around with her imagination as her guide. It was 
so fascinating to watch her as she stopped to 
pick up rocks and turn them over in her hand, 
climb the “mountain” on the backside of the 

fountain, or walk the labyrinth 
as if instinctively. She was on 
her own with me in sight and 
available at any time she might 
call. The main point was this: 
She was on her own—free to 
roam at her own pace in the 
quiet of the garden. Perhaps 
the clearest example of her imagination leading 
the way was when she came upon two large 
stones in the pollination garden, a project of the 
Master Gardeners.  One lays flat on the ground 
and the second stone is butted right up to it but 
stands tall. With no prompting from me, Greer 
sat down on the flat stone, reached her hands 
up to the top edge of the second stone and 
began playing it like a piano and singing. It was 
rock music at its finest! 

I look forward to the next Greersday when we 
can come back to the garden and discover more 
fascinating things to see and do. You and the 
little ones in your life can do this, too, thanks to 
the fence and gates, that make it safe for little 
ones like Greer to celebrate their independence 
as they gain an appreciation of God’s creation. 

Children’s News from Grace

It’s been so exciting to start back to many of 
our regular activities. Children’s church school 
has returned at 9:45. Music and Movement for 
K-1st graders happens during the 11 a.m. service, 
and children are now allowed to come up to the 
chancel for the time for young disciples. 

Parent’s Night Out

Parents Night Out will be resuming beginning 
May 14th in the nursery. As a reminder, PNO 
is a childcare service offered to children from 
birth to fifth grade from 6:00-9:00 p.m. on the 
2nd and 4th Fridays of each month. Dinner is 
provided for $3/child; otherwise, Parents’ Night 



Out is completely free of charge. This is a great 
opportunity for parents to go on a date night, 
run errands, or simply enjoy a quiet evening at 
home. 

VBS Registration

This year’s VBS will be in 
person! The theme is Anchored: 
Deepening Faith in God, and it 
will be on Saturday, July 31st, 

from 9:15 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Registration is now 
open on our website under the Children tab, or 
you can go directly to www.vbspro.events/p/
events/530. Please register your children by 
July 4th to ensure we will have the correct 
T-shirt sizes for them.  Under the Comments 
section, indicate if you would prefer a CD or a 
digital download code for this year’s VBS music.
Thank you for bringing your children back to 
church! They are loved and valued members of 
FCPC.

Summer Church-Wide Bible Study

We are excited to announce that 
we will be joining our adult Sunday 
School classes together for another 
summer church-wide Bible Study! Starting on 
June 6th, we will have two six-week studies that 
will pique everyone’s interest. 

Our first study is entitled “Worship as 
Evangelism”. In this six-week series, we will 
learn how the elements of worship work as a 
rehearsal of salvation history, as proclamation, 
and as centered on the Word and Sacrament. It 
also looks at church music and contemporary 
worship styles, including how worship functions 
as evangelism.

Our second study begins July 18th and is 

called “Christian Living in God’s Splendor”. 
This series explores key themes in Reformed 
understandings of Christian life, how Christian 
life can be shaped by our religious practices 
--participating in a worshiping community, 
accepting our physicalness, dying and rising 
with Christ, and participating in vocations that 
embrace our relationships.

Both series will be taught by our Sunday School 
teachers throughout the summer and will be 
offered in person and through Zoom. You won’t 
want to miss this fun summer, learning event! 

Summer Camp at Buffalo Gap

In-Person Summer Camp at 
Buffalo Gap is a GO!

Buffalo Gap Presbyterian 
Encampment will host in-person 

summer camps in June! They are working 
hard on planning a camp that is educational, 
spiritually enriching, AND covid-safe. You can 
register online at https://www.buffalogapcamp.
org/online-registration and we have coupon 
codes for FCPC members to reduce the cost 
of registration.  The coupon code for each age 
group is listed under the dates for their camp.

• June 6-11, High School Retreat
• Coupon Code: FCPCHSR ($50 Off)

• June 13-16, Staff Training
• June 15-18, Mini Camp

• Coupon Code: FCPCMC ($30 Off)
• June 20-25, Elementary Camp

• Coupon Code: FCPCEC ($50 Off)
• June 27-July 2, Middle School Camp

• Coupon Code: FCPCMSC ($50 Off)



A Special Thank You
As you know, First Central does 
a lot to help others. Sometimes 
we need help!  When the 
“snow-mageddon” happened a 
couple of months ago, we had 
some severe damage which 
included a “fractured” boiler 

in the older part of the building. There was also 
a frozen water heater, two dishwashers with 
blown solenoids, damaged carpet and more. 

Palo Duro Presbytery helped facilitate a $5,000 
gift to help with the damages from Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance. Thank you, Scott Campbell, 
for your advocacy in the midst of this Texas wide 
disaster.

The boiler has been replaced...and the other 
repairs are in process.

A bright side of the storm was realizing we have 
advocates who want to help. As Presbyterians 
we are not alone.

Sanctuary Flowers
Sanctuary flowers help decorate 
our sanctuary on Sunday mornings 
and are a lovely way to honor 
or memorialize a loved one.  
Your memorial or honorarium will be listed in 
the bulletin as well as on our online worship 
livestream.  The cost for flowers is $90 which 
covers both arrangements for the sanctuary, 
and you can come by the church during the 
week to pick up the flowers if you would like 
to have them, or volunteers and deacons will 
deliver them to care facilities.  Call the office at 
325-677-3501 to find out available dates and 
make a reservation.

On Your Own But Not Alone
On Your Own But Not Alone is 
an attempt to help our members 
remain as independent and living 

in their homes as long as possible. One of the 
ways we can do this is to set up a daily phone 

tree so that each person receives a phone call 
every morning and then calls one person to 
make sure he or she is up and at ‘em! In the 
event someone doesn’t answer, the church 
is notified and we follow-up to make sure the 
person is safe. If you would like to participate or 
receive more information about the phone tree, 
contact Janice by calling the church office or you 
may email her at jsix@fcpc.net and you’ll receive 
additional information and be included as the 
phone tree is being planned.

Sympathy
Our sympathy is extended to Lu’Ann O’Connell 
on the death of her mother, Delores Parker; to 
Carlo Sosa-Ortiz on the death of his stepfather, 
Noe Ortiz; to Kenneth Barr on the death of his 
daughter, Candace; to Kay Wilson on the death 
of her cousin, Don Blankenship; and to Brigitte 
Randria on the death of her mother.

New Members
We welcome Josh, Jeannette & Spencer Black to 
the First Central family!

Congratulations
We celebrate the marriage of Samantha 
Elizabeth Morrow and Kenneth Chandler 
Peebles, who were married at FCPC on April 
10th.

Gratitude
I was very proud of the Easter lily.  I was thinking 
about the church, had a knock on the door and 
there was the Easter lily that made my day.
With love, Eula Ray Bailey

Dear church family,
How lucky we are to have such a large caring 
group of people who prayed for some years for  
my son, Steve Rumley.  Now that he is gone, I 
feel the prayers continue for me and my family.  
I have gotten tons of lovely cards, food, and 
remembrances and I thank you!
Adele Rumley

I would like to thank Adele Rumley and her 
daughter for helping clean up around the south 
door to the sanctuary foyer.  It looks very nice.
Bev Wright


