
THE ALERT May 2022
Cliff’s Notes
Dear Friends,

Are you ready for some straight 
talk? Here’s what I want to say 
in this letter – and keep in 
mind I am writing specifically 

to you (yes, YOU!)

I’m not going to mince words – I’m going to 
tell you like it is. Ready?

“God put you where God needs you.”

You are where you are supposed to be. I always 
thought I was supposed to be somewhere 
else, being someone else. But now I realize 
that I was very wrong.

The job you are doing right now may not be 
any easier on account of these words I write 
to you today. In fact, life may be harder if 
you take these words to heart. But if you take 
them to heart – you will be more centered, 
focused, clear.

Say it aloud:

“Just right now – I am where God wants me 
to be.”

This is one of your favorite benedictions. You 
have told me so.  Here it is:

You go nowhere by accident,
Wherever you go, God is sending you,
Wherever you are, God has put you there,
God has a purpose in your being there.
Christ who indwells you has something
He wants to do through you – where you are.

Believe this and live in His grace and love and 
power.



A Word from Janice
 “What Are You 
Going to Do?” has been 
the immediate response 
of most people who learn 
of my retirement. To say, “I 
don’t know,” only satisfies 
a few. The more inquisitive 
or confounded follow up 
with suggestions, “Are you going to take a 
big trip?” We are—someday, but not right 
away. As more and more have heard of my 
retirement, I decided maybe I need to go 
ahead and make a list of what I’m going to 
do once I retire. 
     The first two topping the list are rather 
mundane: I plan to start doing all the 
laundry—not just mine. For the 39 years 
we’ve been married, Gene and I have always 
done our own laundry. Maybe this is true of 
others who marry after having lived on their 
own for several years. Obviously, we both 
knew how, so we just continued what we 
knew how to do. The second, is to thoroughly 
clean house. This is what prompted me to 
consider retiring last June, when I moved all 
the furniture out of each room of the house, 
took up the rugs, and polished the floors, 
before moving on to “Marie Condo” the 
closets and cabinets. I loved it! I also realized 
that this was because I had all of June to get 
it done, instead of having to give up several 
Saturdays, which are typically play days with 
Julia, Trudy and Greer. I’m looking forward to 
indulging my urge to clean, organize, and 
decorate at a leisurely pace. 
     The next plans are somewhat traditional. 
I’ve decided on a couple of new hobbies: 
Calligraphy and learning to play the violin. 
Mom and Dad had my grandmother’s violin 
restored several years ago and aside from 
the last two years when I loaned it to my 
brother, it has been locked up in its case in 
the back of the closet. 

    I may even try to revive playing the piano, 
which isn’t like riding a bike. You don’t just 
pick-up where you left off. I also may try 
throwing pots again—as in making pottery. 
The wheel and even some clay that I bought 
back in 2007 are calling me from the corner 
of the garage where they’ve been sharing 
space with the lawn mower for at least the 
last decade. Of course, this means that 
I’ll first have to clean the garage and then 
reconstitute the clay. According to my 
pottery instructor clay is ageless. We’ll see 
about that.   
     Next, I look forward to binge reading all 
of Charlie Russell’s books—all eight of them! 
Back when I was working on my M.Div. I 
treated myself to light-hearted reading 
during the break between semesters. 
My favorite “treat” was to feast on the 
most recent release of the Mitford series. 
I consider Mitford as idyllic. Father Tim 
and his dog, Barnabas, take evening strolls 
through Mitford in the evening. They stop to 
chat with the townsfolk along the way. Any 
real problems they face are more calamity 
than life and death issues. Even the serious 
circumstances some of the parishioners are 
forced to live with, such as homelessness, 
mental illness, abandonment, are taken in 
stride. Everyone loves each other in Mitford. 
Everyone understands each other, and 
everyone accepts their neighbors—quirks 
and all. Like I said, it’s idyllic. Father Tim is the 
quintessential Pastor. The people of Mitford 
probably believe he was born that way, but 
here in the real world of pastoring, Eugene 
Peterson would disagree. 
     Peterson claims that there is no blueprint 
for becoming a pastor. In becoming one 
himself, he discovered that pastoring is “a 
most context-specific way of life,” meaning 
where and who we are called to serve shapes 
us. I agree. Having the opportunity to become 
a pastor here in my home church has made 
it easy to understand church as family. I, like 
several others in this congregation, have deep 



roots here at FCPC. I have been nurtured in 
the faith from birth within this community 
of faith. Your willingness to help me move 
from being a child of the church to serving 
as your pastor is commendable on your 
part. Your acceptance and encouragement, 
as well as your trust have shaped me and 
impacted my understanding of my calling. 
Simply stated: I am because you are. Thank 
you for giving me 25 wonderfully fulfilling 
years as your pastor and friend. I’m looking 
forward to the next 25 in the pew beside 
you, behind the scenes, in the 
kitchen, and wherever else the 
Good Lord leads me.  

Christian Education News
Youth/Senior Sunday

We will celebrate our youth and 
our graduating seniors in a BIG 
way on May 15. 6th - 12th grade 

students will lead our church in worship 
for both services on that day. A brunch 
honoring our seniors and their families will 
occur during the church school hour. Also, 
Cliff and Janice will perform a baptism of 
one of our youth members! Please come 
to this BIG and FUN day to support these 
young people.

Summer Camp at Buffalo Gap

Summer will be here before you 
know it, so it’s time to register your 
child for camp! At Buffalo Gap, kids 
enjoy games, crafts, Bible study, 
swimming, dress-up themes, and evening 
activities. 

One of the commitments at Buffalo Gap 
is that counselors will know their kids’ 
names by the first night. This reflects the 
emphasis they place on community and 
relationship-building at camp. Being out in 

nature, unplugged from technology, and 
connecting with friends is a great way for 
your child to grow spiritually this summer. 
We hope your child will participate!

Below are the dates for each fun-filled 
experience. Register at buffalogapcamp.org. 
• Mini Camp (first-time and younger 

campers): June 7-10
• Elementary Camp (completed 4th and 

5th grades): June 12-17
• Middle School Camp: June 19-24
• High School Retreat: June 26-July 1

Be sure to use the following coupon codes 
at registration to get a church discount!
FCPCMC = Mini Camp
FCPCEC = Elementary Camp
FCPCMSC = Middle School Camp
FCPCHSR = High School Retreat

Save the Date for VBS!

VBS Registration is now 
open! We hope you’ll join 
us for an around-the-world 
adventure at Passport to 

Peace on July 29-30. You can use this link to 
register your child to attend or to register to 
be a volunteer: 
https://vbspro.events/p/events/530

More News from FCPC
Mother’s Day Roses

Honor your mother by helping 
others by contributing to our Rose 
Reflections in 2022. This FCPC 
tradition donates the money collected from 
the sale of long-stemmed red roses to the 
Noah Project, which provides a safe refuge 
for victims of family violence and their 
children. Roses are available for $3 each and 
may be purchased in memory or honor of 
that special mother or grandmother in your 



life. These roses will be used to help decorate 
the sanctuary on Mother’s Day, May 8th, and 
may be taken home following the worship 
service. To order roses, please use the form 
included in Sunday bulletins or contact the 
church office. Please return all forms to the 
church office by Wednesday, May 4th.

Abilene in the 20’s and 30’s

Abilene historian Jay Moore 
will be speaking on Abilene 
in the 20’s and 30’s on 
Tuesday, May 3rd at 7:30 

p.m. at the Paramount Theater in downtown 
Abilene.  No charge for admission.  Mark your 
calendars and don’t miss out.

Sanctuary and Foyer Flowers

Sanctuary and foyer flowers 
help decorate our church on 
Sunday mornings. These flowers 
are a lovely way to honor or memorialize a 
loved one. Your memorial or honorarium 
will be listed in the bulletin, as well as on a 
slide in the online worship livestream. The 
cost for flowers is $90 which covers both 
arrangements for the sanctuary. You can 
come by the church during the week to pick 
up the flowers if you would like to have them, 
or volunteers and deacons will deliver them 
to care facilities. Call the office at 325-677-
3501 to find out available dates and make a 
reservation, or look for the clipboard at the 
information desk on Sunday mornings.

Presbyterian Women News
The Mother-Daughter Tea has 
been postponed until fall. Please 
be on the lookout for the new date 
and time in the coming months!

Presbyterian Women Pledge Collection
Be checking your mail for the Presbyterian 
Women Pledge Card! Please consider 
making a one-time or monthly contribution 
to the PW missions. We ask for the pledge 
cards to be returned to the church no later 

than June 1st. Each year PW supports the 
Medical care Mission, Meals on Wheels, 
NOROC-Romania, B.O.B.S., Health Care 
Workers and First Responders, Presbyterian 
Food Pantry, Presbyterian Children’s Homes 
and Services, Garden of Hope and Buffalo 
Gap Encampment. 

Adopt A Garden Spot
The Garden of Hope is in need of some TLC! 
Please contact Kay Wilson to claim your 
adopted spot to tend throughout the spring 
and summer months! 

Mini Mission Donations Needed
We are collecting items for B.O.B.S - items 
needed include:
• New or lightly used kitchen dishcloths, 

dish towels, hot pads and oven mitts
• Ziplock sandwich bags and snack bags
• Paper napkins
• Jif smooth/creamy peanut butter
• Grape or strawberry jam
• Individually wrapped granola bars, boxed 

raisins, cookies, fruit cups, Twinkies, Ding 
Dongs, Little Debbie snack cakes, peanut 
butter or cheese snack crackers, assorted 
chips, Fruit Roll-ups and Gushers.  These 
items will go in the sack lunches to be 
handed out, so avoid items that might 
melt, such as chocolate.

Garden of Hope Brick 
Dedicate a brick in honor or in memory of a 
loved one! More information can be found at 
the PW table in the foyer. 
 
Sympathy
We extend our sympathies to the family 
of Barbara Church on her death and to the 
family of Reverend Jim Beverly on his death.  
Jim was the former interim minister at FCPC 
in 1992.

New Members
We warmly welcome Elyse & Conor Dubin 
and Jonny & Amber Billett to the FCPC family!


