
THE ALERT November 2020
Cliff’s Notes
Dear FCPC family,

Back in the old days there 
was a pop song titled: 

“I’m In With the IN Crowd!”  

Do you think I should ask our choir to sing it this 
Sunday?! Don’t answer that!!

Our stewardship theme is “Thankful IN All Things.”  

The apostle Paul writes in I Thessalonians 5:18 
this good word directed not only at the church 
in Thessalonica ...but to you and me.  Paul, who 
is writing from prison, is not thankful FOR all 
things, but IN the midst of less than desirable 
circumstances he is thankful IN all things.

Soon you will receive your estimate of giving 
card for 2020. Would you consider a generous 
estimate of what you think you can give in the 
new year ...and become a member of the “IN 
Crowd”?

In many ways this is our most challenging and 
important stewardship campaign in years. What 
will 2021 hold for us and our church? It is hard 
to plan with so many question marks in the not-
so-distant future. What all this means is that 
we are asking you to give in faith...knowing that 

what you give will be used to 
not only pay for what it takes to 
run the church facilities, pay the 
staff - but also to undergird our 
mission to others.

In 2020 we have not skipped 
a beat.  Yes, we are playing a 
different tune dictated by the pandemic, but we 
have continued to creatively and compassionately 
use our church resources to make a difference.

Be a member of the “IN” crowd and use the “God 
Dot” that we sent you last week. When you look 
at it - say “Thank You God.” 

Where have you placed your dots?  I have mine 
on my watch. I have more dots for you if you 
want some. 

Be a member of the “IN” crowd and thank God IN 
everything.

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you.    
            1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 



FCPC News from Kristen
Stewardship Community Contemplative Art 
Project
As a part of this year’s stewardship campaign, we 
invite everyone to contemplatively contribute 
to an art project in the church foyer. Church 
participants of any age can participate in making 
this piece of art! Here’s how to contribute:
• A large white board will be placed in the 

foyer by October 25 and will remain there 
until Consecration Sunday, November 8. 
You will have access to contribute to this 
project every Sunday from 9:30 am - 12:00 
pm and every Monday-Friday from 8:30 
am - 5:00 pm. Next to this board there will 
be a bowl of sticks wrapped in yarn or string. 

• PRAYERFULLY select a color of yarn or 
string (please utilize hand sanitizer before 
you touch the rolls of yarn/string and please 
wear a mask while contributing to this 
project). Place the yarn/string in your hand 
and consider the simple things of life FOR 
which you are thankful to God.

• PRAYERFULLY tie one end of the yarn 
to a nail of your choice. Then zig-zag the 
remainder of your string around whichever 
other nails you like until the string runs out. 
Make sure to do a full circle around a nail if 
you are using it to change direction. As you 
do this, consider ways in which you can be 
thankful to God IN everything, even when 
life is hard. Tie a knot with the end of the 
yarn on a nail when you are done, making 
it taut.

• PRAYERFULLY step back and consider what 
you contributed to the piece. How does 
it make you feel to see your contribution 
mixed in with the contributions of other 
church members? Listen for the voice of 

God. Are you inspired to grab another roll of 
yarn/string and add more to the community 
art project? Is God nudging you to think 
about how you can partner with other 
church members to show God’s love in the 
world?

• Lastly, PRAY the words from 1 Thessalonians 
5:16-18 as a BLESSING over this community 
art project. May this communal and 
contemplative art project inspire many 
prayerful moments for all who see it in the 
future. 
 ◦ 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 

18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

We hope everyone—all ages--will contribute 
to this community art project at least once 
between Oct. 25 and Nov. 8! You are welcome 
to add another piece of yarn/string each week 
when you come to worship or drop by the 
church during the week. 

A Word from Carlo Sosa-Ortiz
 
The Young Adult group is back and meeting 
on Thursday nights, and we have had a blast 
being together. I am so grateful that everyone 
is doing their part by wearing their masks and 
maintaining social distancing. It has been 
wonderful being able to enjoy each other’s 
company and read God’s word together these 
past few weeks. 

Even with COVID, we are still thinking of ways in 
which we can foster community while abiding 
by CDC guidelines in this new era. One of these 
ways is something we call Table Church. Table 
Church will take place once a month during 
our normally scheduled times, and it will be 
different than our usual Bible study meetings. 



Our night will begin outside with a shared meal 
and then move into a period of reflective prayer. 
Instead of having a Bible passage read, we will 
be taught using Godly Play. I think it is safe to 
say that Godly Play is our church’s newest fad 
and rightfully so! It is memorizing to watch and 
fun to imagine yourself in the Bible stories. 

Table Church will be a fun night of eating, 
singing, learning, and prayerful reflection 
that is designed to not only learn about God’s 
word to us, but it also beckons us creatively 
to contemplate and live out God’s word in our 
daily lives.

We are excited to incorporate Table Church 
once a month with our Young Adult group and 
would love to see you there the next time we 
gather around the table for fellowship.

Children’s News from Grace
It’s stewardship time, and I’m so excited for the 
weekly videos I’m making for the children. It’s 
never too early for kids to learn about being 
both responsible and generous. 

Some children have a weekly allowance where 
they can learn to set aside money to save and 
to give to the church. Some children may want 
to give part of their birthday or Christmas cash 
to support a specific cause they care about. 

Even kids who do not have money yet can learn 
about the importance of being generous with 
their time and the gifts God has given them.

In one week’s video, we made thankful journals 
similar to the ones mailed out to families in our 
church. These remind children that a giving heart 
begins with a thankful spirit. Another week we 
made jars that children can use as piggy banks 
as they collect coins for an offering. 

I’m also planning to encourage our children to 
fill out stewardship cards just like the adults 
do. Even if all they can commit to give is $1, 
I think it is important for children to learn about 
making commitments and following through 
with them.

Parents, remember that you can access these 
videos for your children on FCPC’s YouTube 
and Facebook pages. If you want to be notified 
when they are posted, subscribe to our YouTube 
channel and click the bell image to turn on 
notifications. You can also join our FCPC 
Children’s Ministry Facebook group. 

If your children are older, you might set up the 
video to play while you are in your Zoom church 
school class. If your children are younger, we 
recommend that you stay with your child to 
help them interact with the video. If you have 
any trouble finding the videos, give me an email 
or a call, and I’d be glad to help you!

A Note from Janice
Thanks to a very generous gift, completion of 
the FCPC Meditation Garden is within sight! 
The gazebo, waterfall, and pergola, along with 
the addition of park lighting, trees, shrubs, and 
more are in the process of being constructed, 
installed and planted between now and the end 
of the year! This means, we will also be creating 
the brick path leading past the waterfall and 
pergola to the gazebo!

If you have thought about purchasing a 
commemorative brick in honor or memory 
of a loved one, or a brick commemorating an 
anniversary, birth, baptism, confirmation, or 



graduation, now is the time to complete an 
order form and submit it along with $50/brick. 

Order forms are available on the PW table in 
the foyer. You may complete and submit your 
order on Sundays or drop by during the week 
for an order form. If you’re not getting out but 
would like to order bricks, just call the church 
office and we’ll mail you the form. To have your 
bricks stamped and placed along the path with 
the first 100 bricks, we need your order by 
December 1, 2020. 

It’s Here!
Thyme to Eat – Presbyterian 
Women’s Favorite Recipes 
cookbook has arrived…all 
29 boxes of them! Even 
people who don’t cook, 
enjoy reading the history 
of FCPC at the front of 
the book. Others admit to 
already pouring over the 
recipes, imagining just how 
delicious they must be.     

It’s not too early to start shopping for Christmas. 
Those who purchase one or more of the first 250 
books, each receives a package of notecards, 
featuring original artwork! 

Thyme to Eat can be purchased online at 
bit.ly/ThymeToEat, or by contacting Doreta, 
325-677-3501, to let her know how many 
copies to save for you and when you’ll be by to 

pick them up. The cost of the book is $20. All 
proceeds from the sale of the books go toward 
the completion and maintenance of the FCPC 
Meditation Garden, across the street from the 
main parking lot.

Celebrations
We celebrate the birth of Noah Wilson, born July 
18 to Isaiah & Erica Wilson.  Great-grandmother 
at FCPC is Gayle Wilson.

Sympathy
Our sympathy is extended to Sally Callahan 
and family on the death of her brother John 
Stillmon Willis, Jr. of Menden, Louisiana; to 
Carlo Sosa-Ortiz and family on the death of 
his grandfather Noe Ortiz, Sr., of Kingsville; to 
Charleen Thompson and family on the death of 
George Thompson; to Cliff Hale and family on 
the death of his youngest sister Martha Swan of 
Wisconsin; and to Allen Wright and family on 
the death of Mary Wright.

Gratitude
Dear FCPC Bequests & Planned Giving 
Committee,
On behalf of NOROC Texas and NOROC 
Romania, thank you for the generous grants to 
support our Presbyterian Mission Co-Worker in 
Romania, our mission trip for emerging adults 
in 2021, and NOROC’s ongoing programmatic 
expenses for the children & youths living in 
government orphanages in Romania! The 
Bequest & Planned Giving Committee has 
been so supportive and generous.  We are so 
grateful, truly grateful!   
Carolyn White
NOROC, Co-founder

Dear FCPC,
It has been empirically proven that people who 
are grateful are the happiest. 
I start and end my every day with words of 
gratitude; first thing I wake up from bed and 
and before I go to bed in night.
And there are instances when on certain days I 
go to bed in protest without saying my prayer 



of gratitude but I fall in line very soon thinking 
of others who are worse off than me. I am no 
better than those underprivileged to deserve a 
right to what ever I have. So there is always a 
reason to be grateful for even though at times 
it feels unjust.
Thank you for the journal.
God Bless
Singh

Hello FCPC! 
I am pleased to share with you the good news 
that I have now become a US citizen. Without 
FCPC’s support, it wasn’t going to be possible. 
I’m now a proud US citizen. Thank you for 
welcoming me to America. Thank you for 
everything. 
May God bless you, may God bless America
~Emmanuel Bakundukize 

Dear FCPC,
On behalf of the Board of Trustees of Menaul 
School, I would like to express our gratitude for 
the generous support received.
Sincerely,
Susan Smith
Board of Trustees, Menaul School

Dear FCPC,
I want to thank you for your donation in 
support of Abilene Area Littles.  Friends like you 
are critical to our success in changing children’s 
lives and futures, and we are sincerely grateful 
for your support.
With hope and gratitude,
Mark Rogers
Market President
Big Brothers Big Sisters West Central Texas

Dear FCPC,
I’m so thankful for your generosity and 
continuing support of missionaries like me who 
are struggling during this time.  All the ministry 
work I do with InterVarsity is now online which 
is a new, often exciting, challenge.
Thank you for remembering me and my 
students even as you all go through all the ways 
COVID is affecting Abilene and yours.
Blessings,Kate Perkins Denson

Dear friends from Phoebe’s,
Your prayers helped our baby Will thrive in the 
NICU and continue to help him grow at home.
Blessings to you,
Terry Grosvenor and family

Dear FCPC,
On behalf of the cancer patients we serve, and 
the Cancer Services Network Board of Directors 
and staff, thank you for your grant.  Your 
generous donation will directly benefit many 
local cancer patients who are going through 
some pretty tough times while going through 
cancer treatment.
We are blessed with the generosity of FCPC. 
We appreciate your most generous support of 
this caring ministry.
Sincerely,
Nancy Tyler
Executive Director, Cancer Services Network

Dear FCPC  Ministers and Staff,
Thank you for all your amazing work in leading 
us through this difficult time of pandemic 
and civil unrest.  I appreciate your faith and 
resilience, constant encouragement and insight, 
and flexibility and resourcefulness.  I certainly 



needed the constant reminders that we are 
the church! And church is not a building or 
scheduled event.  I’m thankful to be a member 
of this church and to contribute to its work.
With love,
Samantha Morrow

Dear FCPC,
I am overjoyed to receive your gift to Christian 
Women’s Job Corps.  Thank you for being so 
generous and thoughtful.  Your gift will be 
used to make an impact on the women of this 
community by allowing us to provide our job 
readiness classes and Bible Study.
Many blessings to you,
Sharon Maurer

Dear Friends,
Thank you for your gift to Mo-Ranch Presbyterian 
Assembly.  Your gift brings the transformational 
joy of a Mo-Ranch experience to the children 
and families who visit this special, sacred place 
in the Texas Hill Country.
We are especially grateful for your support 
during these unique times.
Thank you again for your generosity.  We 
cannot fulfill our mission to foster growth in 
God through Jesus Christ by sharing its unique 
living, learning, Christian environment without 
the help of supporters like you.
Grace and peace,
Dick Powell
President, Mo-Ranch

Dear FCPC,
Thank you so much for your generous 
contribution to the Presbyterian Medical Care 
Mission!
Perhaps never before has the work of the Medical 
Care Mission clinic been more important to the 
community than during this time of COVID 
pandemic.  Reducing the number of patients 
seeking primary care in the ER by providing 
medical care for uninsured is not only less 
costly to both the patient and the community, 
but also minimizes the risk of exposure to and 
potential spread of COVID-19.
Thank you again for your faithful support of our 

Mission and MInistry!
With warmest regards,
Debra Burchett
Executive Director
Presbyterian Medical Care Mission

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Thank you for your recent gift.
We appreciate your support during the month 
of September, a time when the kids we serve 
normally go back to school.  This year, due 
to COVID-19, many will start the school year 
online, if they have access to a computer.  
COVID-19 has made life for the children we 
serve, who are victims of abuse, even more 
stressful.  What we’ve heard from our clients is 
that they need us this year more than they’ve 
ever needed us.  That’s why we’re so grateful for 
your support.
Thank you for helping the children and families 
we serve regain their confidence and achieve 
their goals.  Because of you, they have a future 
with hope.
For the children,
Rev. Peter D. Crouch, CFRE
Senior Vice President of Development
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services

Other News from FCPC

Help NOROC this Christmas During the 
Christmas season youth from the orphanage 
centers, with guidance from the NOROC staff, 
deliver gift bags to the local home for the elderly 
in Tulcea as part of their annual Christmas 
pageant presentation. Included in the gift 



bags are lap robes and shawls that have been 
handmade with love by NOROC supporters 
in the United States. They provide comfort 
and joy to forgotten senior citizens as well as 
an opportunity for these young people to give 
back to their community. NOROC’s supply of 
lap robes and shawls is running low. We ask that 
you, our loyal supporters, get out your knitting 
needles, crochet hooks, or sewing machines 
and help stitch up a new supply! Please mail 
them to: NOROC, 200 Hedges Road, Abilene, 
Texas 79605. It is not too early to embrace the 
Christmas spirit and share the gift of God’s love!

Breakfast On Beech Street (BOBS) serves 
breakfast and lunch for the hungry Monday 
through Friday.  FCPC volunteers work on 
Thursdays from 5:30 AM to 7:30 AM.   During 
the COVID-19 pandemic, we are staying safe by 
sanitizing surfaces, practicing social distancing 
and wearing face masks and gloves while 40-
60 customers come in for a carryout sack 
breakfast, lunch and coffee.
In September, 2020, BOBS saw 1,185, guests 
(65 were between 1-18 yrs. old). Guests received 
to-go breakfasts which included a granola bar, 
water, a cheese stick, 1 other item, fruit juice, 
and coffee to-go if desired. Lunches included 2 
sandwiches each plus cookies, fruit, or fruit cup 
and a scripture. 
Thus far in 2020 our total is 10,442 guests, 535 
being 1-18 yrs old, and lunches included 18,838 
sandwiches.
If you are interested in volunteering for BOBS, 
please contact Dave Nickel at 325-673-8919.

Coat Off Your Back 
Clothing Drive We 
have been doing this 
for many years and 
perhaps this year it is 
most important.  We 
want to emphasize 

that more than anything we need winter 
coats.  The other clothing contributions are 
good but most important are winter coats. The 
actual clothing distribution will be in Faith Hall 
on November 15 from 2 to 4 pm. Bring your 
contributions (remember those warm winter 
coats!) to the church November 2-6 and 9-13 

during church office hours. We need people to 
help sort clothing. Please contact Garrett Briggs 
325-701-4709 if you would like to help. During 
the Sunday afternoon distribution we will limit 
the number of people in Faith Hall at any one 
time.  We will insist on masks and will have 
them for anyone who does not have one. We 
will also take temperatures at the door. Again - 
maybe more important than ever—particularly, 
we need those coats!

The Samaritan’s Purse Operation 
Christmas Child boxes will be 
needing the following donations:
comb, hairbrush, washcloth, bar of 
soap (packaged or in a container), 
adhesive bandages, reusable plastic containers, 
cup, water bottles, plate, bowl, bracelet, 
necklace, hair bows, sunglasses, blanket
school supplies (crayons, pencils, pens, paper, 
rulers, etc.) There were 149 shoeboxes sent 
out from FCPC last year. The reach of the 
gospel in just one shoebox can be to a family 
and all of the neighbors surrounding the child. 
Do not underestimate God’s use of the items 
you donate.  Please bring your donations to the 
church office.

The Student Assistance Fund at 
FCPC provides funding assistance 
to FCPC members that will allow 

them to pursue undergraduate or technical 
studies. These funds are open to all eligible 
church members who maintain a GPA of 2.0 or 
higher while attending any accredited college, 
university, junior college, nursing school, or 
trade school with a minimum 2-year graduation 
requirement. Forms are available in the church 
office or by e-mailing kbarr@fcpc.net. Please 
submit your application form by the deadline 
on November 15, 2020.

Prepare your hearts for Advent 
with Phoebe’s Friends. Phoebe’s 
Friends gather in Fellowship 
Hall on Mondays at 10 a.m. with 
plenty of room to social distance. Wear a mask 
and join us! For those who prefer participating 
online, Phoebe’s Friends gathers via Zoom, each 
Monday afternoon at 3 p.m.



Helping the Food Pantry 
In September, the Food Pantry served 145 
families, providing food to 438 people; 252 
adults, 82 senior citizens and 104 children ages 
1-18. Thank you for your continuous support of 
this vital ministry. 

Our pantry has a repeated need for certain 
items.  If you would like to donate to the 
Pantry, we suggest following this monthly list 
of suggestions:

Week #1:  Beverages:
• 64 oz plastic bottles of orange juice or apple 

juice
• juice boxes
• 3lb containers of coffee 
• 100 ct boxes of tea.
• Energy/Nutrition drinks like Boost or Ensure

Week # 2: Staples:
• 10 lb bags of flour and sugar
• 2 lb bags of rice and pinto beans
• 1lb and 2 lb bags or boxes of spaghetti
• Other pasta or meal kits
• Mac & Cheese

Week # 3: Breakfast:
• Boxes of Cereal. We use about 30 boxes 

each week.
• 42 oz boxes of oatmeal 
• Oatmeal envelopes, 10-12 to a box
• Breakfast bars or granola bars of any kind

Week # 4: Dry Goods:
• Canned Vegetables (Green Beans, Corn, 

Peas, Carrots, etc)
• Canned Fruit (Peaches, Pears, Mixed Fruit, 

Pineapple, Applesauce, etcl)
• Spaghetti Sauce
• Canned Tomatoes
• Canned Tuna, Chicken, Salmon, Stew, Chili, 

Beans
• Peanut Butter and Jelly

Week # 5: Snacks:
• Crackers, Chips, Cookies 
• Peanut Butter Crackers
• Single serve Pudding, Fruit, Applesauce
• Single serve nuts

Our in-person worship services are continuing. 
Please note the following changes from our 
usual worship services. 

We have one service only at 10:30 a.m., with 
no on-site church school, though we do have 
some classes available via ZOOM - email 
kbridwell@fcpc.net for details.  We insist on 
masks and proper safety procedures, including 
social distancing.  This service follows the same 
format as our online worship services.

We strongly encourage anyone who is uncertain, 
feels unsafe, or is in a high-risk group to stay 
home and participate in our online worship 
service instead.  We will do our best to provide 
a safe and sanitary environment but this is not a 
risk-free endeavor.  We urge you to prayerfully 
consider which option is right for you and your 
family as we continue to explore our worship 
opportunities at this challenging time.

If you would prefer to participate in online 
worship, you can do so at  https://fcpc.net/
media/online-worship/, or on the church’s 
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/
fcpcabilene. These videos are made available 
each Sunday morning beginning at 8 a.m. and 
are available all week long for you to watch 
whenever it is convenient for you. 


