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Seeds with wings!

When we lived in Kentucky, I 
remember the large trees that 

spread their seeds in a most fascinating 
way. The seeds were about the shape of a 
pea with a larger dragon-fly wing attached.  
Under the weight of the seed pod, they 
would twirl like helicopters down to earth.  
With a slight breeze the “helicopters” 
would be scattered far and wide.

Too often much of the seeds we sow are 
right under our own tree.  One of the things 
I like about giving to our church is that what 
we give doesn’t only seed what is directly 
below us.  The gifts you and I give to the 
church have wings that catch the wind of 
the Spirit and travel far and wide.

How about the water well our church has 
financed in Kenya?  On the day of the 
drilling – the entire village gathered to 
watch and pray for fresh water to gush 

up from a subterranean river providing 
water for the primitive village. Until now 
the women of the village would have to 
awaken at zero-dark-thirty... walking many 
hours to a water source.  With jugs on their 
heads, they would return by evening with 
the water.

Now because of the “seeds with wings” 
that you have sown – life is changing.  
Women who were glorified pack-animals 
are now leaders in their villages. Children 
have opportunities for education.  

There is no end to what God can do 
anywhere in the world when our “seeds 
have wings”!

More than ever, we need your help. Give 
and watch your generosity move beyond 
ourselves.
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A Word from Janice
Are you looking for an easy, 
enjoyable, essential way to serve 
at FCPC? Consider ushering on 
a Sunday morning. Every week 

the usher captain for the month is busy 
emailing, sending texts, making calls, in 
search of ushers for both the 8:30 a.m. and 
11 a.m. worship services. To expedite this task 
and make sure everyone who would like to 
usher gets the opportunity, an ushering pool 
is being created. To be added to the pool, 
jot your name and best contact information 
on the sign-up page in the foyer near the 
information counter. 

We have discovered that ushering is great for 
helping new members feel at home within 
the FCPC family. It’s the ideal time for people 
to introduce themselves to you, and a great 
time for you to match names with faces. In 
addition, there’s nothing like volunteering to 
nurture the sense of belonging. 

There is no age limit or requirement for 
serving as an usher. In fact, ushering is a 
wonderful way to nurture children’s sense of 
affiliation, which is an important aspect of 
spiritual development. We all need to know 
that we have the ability to contribute and 
that what we do matters—at every age.

I hope you’ll sign your name and become 
a member of the ushering pool. If you’d 
like to try it out before signing up, consider 
volunteering for an upcoming Sunday 
morning worship service. You will see the 
page for November at the ushering table 
in the foyer. Sign your name and the usher 
captain for November will give you a call. 
There are also cards available that list the 
responsibilities of an usher so you’ll have 
an idea of what’s expected. No experience 
is required since the usher captain will be 
standing ready to help on Sunday morning! 
It really is an easy, enjoyable, and essential 
way to serve, and I hope you’ll give it a try. I 
promise the deacons will thank you!

Children’s News from Grace

Children’s Sabbath Recap
On October 17, we had the wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate Children’s 
Sabbath. Children’s Sabbath is observed 
by congregations all over the country, 
including in the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
One aspect of this important day is giving 
children prominent places in the worship 
service. This year we had children help with 
liturgy and ushering. It is not easy to climb 
up into the pulpit and speak in front of the 
entire congregation, but our children (and 
parents) did a wonderful job leading our 
church family in worship. 

Thank you to our children who participated, 
the parents who helped, and the 
congregation who worshipped with us. If you 
missed Children’s Sabbath, you can watch 
the service on the First Central Presbyterian 
Church, Abilene, Texas YouTube channel or 
Facebook page. 



Donations Needed for Advent Fair Craft

This year’s craft will be a special 
advent calendar to help families 
celebrate as they count down to 
Christmas. We need your help! 
Please consider donating:
• Toilet paper, paper towel, or wrapping 

paper tubes (we need lots!)
• Wrapping paper (even half-used rolls)
• Christmas ribbon
• Miniature candies
Donations can be dropped off with Doreta 
at the front office or in the box outside the 
children’s wing. Please make your donation 
before November 21. Thank you in advance 
for your support!

A New Directory
Matching names and faces is 
the primary goal of the FCPC 
Pictorial Directory. This year the 
M&E committee is confident 

that we can produce a new directory in-
house. One of the advantages is that it will 
be available to you on-line and updated 
regularly, which means when someone or 
a family joins the church, their photo and 
contact information can be added with the 
stroke of a couple of keys! 

The directory will be available in a manner 
that protects your photo and personal 
information from being accessible to the 
general public. Your participation in the 
directory is vitally important since it just 
won’t be complete without you! 

Here’s what we need from you: 
• A close-up photo of you and the 

members of your household. Snap a 
“selfie” with a cell phone then send it to 
Kori Barr by email at kbarr@fcpc.net. If 
you have out-of-town family members, 
be sure and ask them to take a photo and 
send to Kori, too. 

• Include the names of the people in the 
photo, along with your address, preferred 
phone number, and email you would like 
to be published in the directory. 

• Photos will be taken after each worship 
service on Sunday, November 7th if you’d 
rather have someone take the photo 
for you. There will be a form for you to 
complete with your contact information 
at that time. 

• Members who have joined in 2021 can 
specify for us to use the photo that has 
been posted on the New Member Board 
outside the office area and verify that 
your contact information is correct.

• All photos are due by Monday, November 
15th to assure that the directory can be in 
your hands shortly after the first of the 
year.

Advent Fair News!
The 2021 Advent Fair on the 
first Sunday of Advent will kick 
off the season with style and a 
twist! Come on Sunday, November 28, from 
4-6 pm for a free Advent-specific craft for 
people of all ages, music, a children’s pageant 
preview, a photo booth, a silent auction of 
gift baskets and experience packages, and a 
couple rounds of Christmas Carol bingo for 
two wonderful prizes!

This event is a fundraiser for our youth 
for the yearly mission trips they take. All 
proceeds from this event will go directly to 
the youth missions fund and it will help our 
kids get to Indianapolis and to Romania the 
summer. Come ready to bid on desirable 
and creative gifts you can keep for yourself 
or give to a loved one, to buy bingo cards for 
the chance to win big prizes, and to pay for a 
picture in front of one of our church’s lovely 
Christmas trees that we will immediately 
print and put in a frame for you. 



More News from FCPC
A Congregational Meeting 
is scheduled for Sunday, 
October 31 after the 11 am 

worship service for the purpose of hearing a 
report from the nominating committee.  The 
following are being nominated:
Elders: Dan Eckert, Robert Hanna, Allen 
Mullins, Anca Pacuraru, Anna White
Deacons: Rae Nelle Allen, Isaiah Core, Alynn 
Polnick, Joanna Pounds, Ralph Smith, Jayton 
Voss, Linda Williams
Trustees: Dick Andrews, Ann Giddens, Betty 
Hukill
Bequests & Planned Giving: Frances 
Williamson

Follow us on Facebook If you haven’t 
already followed us on Facebook, 
why not give it a try?  We post updates about 
church events, links to our streaming worship 
services, and other articles and information 
of interest to FCPC members.  Have a look 
and don’t forget to follow us! www.facebook.
com/fcpcabilene

Sympathy
We extend our sympathies to the family of 
Murray Travis, who died on October 1, and to the 
family of Suzi Shepard, who died on October 8.

New Members
We warmly welcome Don & Kathy Lawson, 
Sharla Riddle, and Patrick Bonney to the First 
Central Presbyterian family!

Gratitude
Dear Bequests and Planned Giving Committee,
Thank you so much for your generous donation 
to the Abilene Big Country AMBUCS for giving 
funds to support our special kids for adaptive 
tricycles.  Our families have endured so much 
the past year but a gift of an adaptive tricycle is 
just amazing to exercise and have fun with their 
family outdoors.

Dear FCPC,
Thank you for your generous gift of support for 
our amazing students!  From all of us at Menaul 
School, please know how grateful we are for your 
support.  We couldn’t do it without you! Thank 
you again for your generous support, especially 
as we celebrate 125 years of mission!
With blessings,
Melanie G. Davis
Director, Institutional Advancement
Menaul School


