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THANKFUL IN EVERYTHING!

Dear church family,

The apostle Paul writes that 
we should “rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, give thanks in 
all circumstances....”  
(I Thessalonians 5:16-18a)

A keyword in this verse from I Thessalonians is “in”. 
I’m sure glad that the word is not “for”! To tell you the 
truth - in the midst of this worldwide disaster called 
the pandemic I find it hard to be thankful “for” it. But I 
am discovering that I can be thankful “in” it!

Who would ever have imagined that church as we 
know it would be brought almost to a stand-still 
these past six months? I am thankful that in the 
midst of it all - we have landed on our feet and that 
we have been facing the challenge of a different kind 
of ministry and mission.

Here is a list of some things for which I am thankful 
“in” the midst of it all:

Thankful for our online services to both adults 
and children. We “got it together” and have 
been able to do 28 broadcasts over Facebook 
and You-Tube. Nobody ever trained me to be 
a “tele-evangelist!”  But we have all tried our 
best and we sense the Spirit moving over the 
airwaves.

Thankful for creative Christian Education efforts 
that would not be deterred by the inability to 
meet onsite. Just last week someone in San 
Francisco chimed in with her admiration for our 
children’s ministry which she has viewed with 
regularity.

Thankful that we are getting closer and closer to 
digging a new water well in arid East Africa.  The 
PCEA (Presbyterian Church of East Africa) is our 
partner. We are not just business partners, but 
spiritual partners in the work with children who 
are threatened with forced marriage to older 
men as well as literal indentured enslavement.

Thankful for the guts of our Food Pantry workers 
who overcame their initial reluctance to do this 
“hands-on” ministry in the midst of Covid-19 
fears.  Add to their efforts those who work with 
Breakfast on Beech Street every Thursday at 
zero-dark-thirty.

Our Fall Stewardship Campaign is beginning this 
month. This reminds me of another “thanks” that I 
have. It has amazed me that you have continued to 
give to the church during this time.  Wow.

This month we are going to ask for you to consider an 
estimate of giving for 2021.  Join me in being thankful 
that we can give in a way that makes a difference.

Thankful in everything...



CE News from Kristen
FCPC continues to evolve and adapt to the 
ways we can best serve our community. One 
such evolution was the creation of the online 
worship services. Since March, we have been 
creating pre-recorded worship services for 
congregants that cannot come to church due 
to COVID-19 concerns. What we didn’t realize 
is how many people had been yearning for this 
opportunity to worship with us online. Some 
people have not been able to come to church 
because of their health for many years. Others 
have moved away and missed being able to 
worship with their friends at FCPC. There are 
people who have never entered our doors that 
are worshipping with us, too! 

With this discovery of people who desire to 
worship with us from afar, we are working to 
make online worship a long-term, post-COVID 
reality. We won’t stop once it is safe to go back 
to our old routine. However, pre-recording is 
not a sustainable model for the future. It takes 
many, many office hours each week to prepare, 
record, edit, and publish these services. Once 
the world is back to semi-normal, we won’t be 
able to keep up the pace.  

To be able to meet this need and to make it 
sustainable, we are ACTIVELY working towards 
live-streaming the in-person worship service 
that we have on Sunday mornings at 10:30 
AM. We’ve purchased a streaming system, 
new internet service in the sanctuary, special 
routers, cameras, and more to get us ready for 
this transition. A BIG “thank you” needs to be 
said to Gene Six and Dave Nickel. They made it 
possible for the new internet to go in smoothly 
and are heading up this project as folks who will 
help run the equipment on Sunday mornings 
in the future.  

This process, though worth it, is quite expensive. 
If you have enjoyed the ability to worship from 
home, will you consider giving a special gift to 
the live-streaming fund? Your gift will help us 
reach out beyond our physical doors and into 
homes around the world, bringing comfort to 
the homebound and connection to those that 
miss being with us.  

Kristen Harris-Bridwell
Director of Christian Education

A Word from Carlo Sosa-Ortiz
 
You might have noticed that our church’s social 
media platforms have become more active 
lately. Since August, I have taken over First 
Central’s Facebook and Instagram accounts to 
show our church family and Abilene community 
that, despite COVID, we are not just surviving, 
our church is thriving! 

With online worship, Young Adult Bible study 
on Thursday nights, various Church School 
classes offered via Zoom, Youth group, weekly 
children’s videos, Phoebe’s Friends, and in 
person worship, our church has so much to offer 
to any person in need of spiritual nourishment.
While I was hired specifically for Christian 
Education and Emerging Adults, I have begun to 
see Facebook and Instagram as another area of 
ministry, and I hope you do too. Through these 
platforms, we not only have the opportunity to 
reach out to each other through our likes and 
comments, we can show our local community 
our warm love and exuberant generosity before 
anyone even steps through our doors (or logs 
into our online service).

Since August, my goal has been to increase 
awareness of opportunities to serve, highlight 
our pastoral staff, and show our congregation 



active in ministry. With posts like #PhotoFridays 
and #MinistryMondays or short videos of our 
staff sharing their favorite Bible verses, we 
invite others outside to peek in and see what 
FCPC has to offer.

I encourage you to interact with the Facebook 
and Instagram posts through likes and 
comments. See it as a ministry through which 
we extend to our neighbors an opportunity to 
learn more about us, what we believe, and the 
love we share. In a COVID era, where we find it 
increasingly difficult to be the hands and feet of 
Christ, we are learning that there are still ways 
to serve God in ways we never once considered. 
But who could have guessed that it could be 
done with a press of the like button?

Children’s News from Grace
Have you heard about liminal spaces? Children 
aren’t the only ones who learn new words. I first 
heard the term in seminary, before the world 
turned upside down. Our dean explained that a 
liminal space is when you stand simultaneously 
at the exit and the threshold. It’s a place of 
transition, a season of waiting, and a place 
where transformation can take place.  

Liminal spaces can be during any transition 
in life: marriage, divorce, a new job, a lost job, 
retirement, the loss of a loved one, and health 
crises. Everyone goes in and out of liminal 
spaces during their lives, but COVID-19 has 
been a liminal space that has united us all. We 
are in a season of waiting for things to get back 
to normal. We feel that things are getting better 
as we see businesses and schools reopen, but 
we look at nationwide statistics and wonder if 
they really are.  

The church is in a liminal space. Some members 
attend our services online while others choose 
to attend in person. Some church school classes 
are meeting on Zoom while groups like Young 
Adults, Phoebe’s Friends, and the Disciples class 
have found COVID-cautious ways to meet in 
person.  

The Children’s Ministry is in a liminal space, too. 
Although we do not yet meet in person for 
church school or Logos, I have enjoyed seeing 
some of our kids at services and events like our 

bear hunt. Children and adults have learned 
from Godly Play in the worship service and 
weekly videos on our YouTube and Facebook 
pages (Has your family picked up a craft bag 
yet?).  

This liminal space has given us the time to think 
about our safety measures for the children’s 
ministry. Updating our protection policy, 
installing security cameras, and requiring safety 
training and background checks are a few of the 
ways we are working to make every family feel 
safe entrusting their children in our care.  

Liminal spaces are uncomfortable, and some 
of us feel that we have been in this one for far 
too long. Yet, just as Cliff taught us in his “Reset” 
series, I think we can change our perspective 
from just getting by to using this liminal space 
as a time for transformation. I wonder what 
your work will be? 



A Note from Janice
It’s Thyme!  

The thyme is now to 
reserve your copy of Thyme 
to Eat – FCPC Presbyterian 
Women’s Favorite Recipes! 

Get a jump on Christmas 
shopping by making a list 
and checking it twice to be 
sure all your favorite family 

members and friends are surprised by their 
own copy of Thyme to Eat.  

Now is the thyme to reserve as many copies as 
you need by contacting Doreta Higginbotham 
at the church, 677-3501 or dhigginbotham@
fcpc.  

The recipe book has more than 320 tried-and-
true favorites by members and friends of FCPC. 

The cost per book is $20. Proceeds from Thyme 
to Eat will be used to continue the development 
of the FCPC Meditation Garden at the corner of 
N. 4th St. and Beech Street.  

Celebrations
We celebrate the birth of William David 
Grosvenor, born August 31 to Brandon & Bri 
Grosvenor of Houston.  Proud grandmother at 
FCPC is Terry Grosvenor.

New Members
We warmly welcome Joy Thywill Gratitude to 
the FCPC family!

Sympathy
Our sympathy is extended to the family of Tom 
Howell on his death; to the family of B.J. Estes 
on his death; to Mike Shelton on the death of 
his mother Bobbie Ludwick; and to Gail Allen 
on the death of her mother.

Gratitude
Dear FCPC Bequests & Planned Giving 
Committee,
Thank you for your continued support of the 
Upside Down Club of Abilene.  Your generosity 
means so much to our club, especially with 
having to cancel Buddy Walk due to COVID-19.  
Your gift allows us to reach more Down 
syndrome families.  We sincerely appreciate 
you!
Blessings,
Jon & Susan Pate and the Upside Down Club

Dear FCPC,
Thank you for the cute birthday card, I loved 
it so much.  Thank you for thinking of me on 
my birthday.  I love you all, I miss all of you so 
much.  You made my day with peace and love.
Your friend,
Amanda Scott

Breakfast on Beech Street
Breakfast On Beech Street (BOBS) serves 
breakfast and lunch for the hungry Monday 
through Friday.  FCPC volunteers work on 
Thursdays from 5:30 AM to 7:30 AM.   During 
the COVID-19 pandemic, we are staying safe by 
sanitizing surfaces, practicing social distancing 
and wearing face masks and gloves while 40-
60 customers come in for a carryout sack 
breakfast, lunch and coffee.
If you are interested in volunteering for BOBS, 
please contact Dave Nickel at 325-673-8919.


