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Cliff’s Notes
One of my colleagues in the 
Presbytery quipped: “The worst 
thing about being a Presbyterian 
is that you have to associate with 
them!” 

Well, my friend was saying that partly in jest – 
but I get the point! 

Consider this – that the power of congregational 
life comes precisely from this involuntariness of 
association. We look about our church and realize 
that many of these people are not friends or even 
acquaintances. We do not agree with them about 
everything – they are simply people we are stuck 
with! 

Clarence Jordan once said that he wondered how 
many times Jesus, out on the road, had to sleep 
between certain opinionated disciples to keep 
them from killing one another! 

You know it is a different kind of love that holds 
us together in the church. It is not a natural 
“friendship” love. Instead it is “agape” love that 
loves another not because they are like us and 
agree with us. 

When we “agape” one another we do not love 
because..... We do not love if.... We simply love 
one another as Christ loves us. Yes, in a way we’re 
all stuck with one another. And this generates a 
special kind of love, both more intense and more 

complicated than the voluntary variety. These 
members of our community, just like the people 
in our own family, literally make us who we are. 

As your pastor let me say that I value the 
wonderful variety of people in our congregation. 
We don’t see everything the same way. We come 
at life with different perspectives. This is true 
for our faith also. God is so great and wonderful 
that no one can see the whole picture. Like a 
precious diamond we individually see facets of a 
magnificent jewel – but we don’t see exactly as 
another sees from where they are standing. 

Disagreements are inevitable. There will 
always be opposing viewpoints and a variety 
of perspectives on most subjects. Tastes differ 
as well as preferences. That is why they make 
vanilla and chocolate and strawberry ice cream 
(I like them all, you know!). That is why our 
nation has room for Democrats and Republicans, 
conservatives and liberals—and moderates. 

The tension is built into our system. It is what 
freedom is all about, including religious freedom. 

I am fairly firm in my theological convictions, but 
that doesn’t mean you (or anyone) must agree 
with me. All this explains why I place so much 
importance on leaving “wobble room” in our 
relationships. One’s theological persuasion may 
not bend, but one’s involvements with others 
must. 

Think about it....



A Word from Janice
What GPS Can Teach Us about Predestination

Upon request, the following is an 
analogy expressing one  understanding 
of predestination that I shared during 
our study of Anxious for Nothing by 
Max Lucado. 

“See what love the Father has lavished on us 
that we should be called children of God; 

and that is what we are…” I John 3:1
     The final words of the baptismal liturgy are 
among my favorite to pronounce: “(insert your 
name), child of God, you have been sealed 
by the Holy Spirit in baptism and marked as 
Christ’s own forever. Amen.” In Christ, we are 
predestined for everlasting life within God’s 
household. Our destiny is set. Our destination 
determined. However, contrary to what some 
mistakenly believe, being predestined does not 
lock us onto a fixed track like cars on a carnival 
ride. It does not mean that every action we take 
and situation we face has already been decided 
without our say in the matter. This would be 
fatalism and is not supported by scripture. God 
is not an impersonal dictator orchestrating our 
every move. Instead, we have been given free-
will, which fatalism neither acknowledges nor 
makes an allowance for. 
     For some reason Presbyterians seem to be 
saddled with the burden of dispelling what 
predestination is not, even though most pastors 
within the denomination try to side-step this 
theological discussion. For this reason, I was 
particularly grateful when I was led to develop  
the following analogy involving the GPS:
    The first time a member of the church 
demonstrated what this feature of her new 
car could do, I was intrigued by its mysterious 
and invisible power to know where I was at 
all times. By simply typing the location of my 
desired destination into the GPS it could quickly 
determine the most direct and safest route to 
take. As long as I paid attention, remained on 
the “straight and narrow” all was well. However, 
anytime I veered off the proposed path, the 
invisible presence knew it. Not only did it know 
but it would speak three words: “Recalculating 
the course.” I confess that even though the 

voice was neither judgmental nor shaming, 
I was often annoyed by it. There was just 
something about being told where to go by a 
mysterious voice coming from a gadget on the 
dashboard that irritated me. As absurd as it was, 
I found myself arguing aloud with the calmly 
modulated voice and as often as not, I would 
stubbornly insist on going my own way. The 
farther and farther I strayed from the revised 
route, the voice would repeat the three simple 
words, “Recalculating the course” and then alter 
the route in an attempt to lead me back to the 
“straight and narrow.” 
     Like the Hebrew people who failed to trust 
God’s leading and ended up wandering in the 
wilderness for 40 years, I can look back at my 
own circuitous journey and see that my lack of 
trust has cost me a great deal of time, trouble 
and unnecessary consequences.  
     As I’ve grown to trust the invisible presence’s 
ability to identify the best route to take, I’ve 
stopped arguing with the voice so much and 
been more willing to follow the course set 
before me. I admit that there are still times when 
I choose to go my own way and times when I 
accidently miss a turn. When this happens, 
I hear the words, “Recalculating the course.” 
Now, however, rather than being annoyed, I 
tend to be comforted by the assurance that 
no matter how far out of the way I may travel, 
or how many wrong turns I take, the invisible 
presence will always know right where I am and 
will graciously provide the directions I need to 
reach my final destination. 
     “We know that all things work together for 
good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose. For those whom he 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn within a large family. And those whom 
he predestined he also called; and those whom 
he called he also justified; and those whom he 
justified he also glorified. What then are we to say 
about these things? If God is for us, who is against 
us?...For I am convinced that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” Romans 8:28-30, 38-39



Children’s News from Grace
Get excited for our fall LOGOS themes! LOGOS 
is our K-5th program on Sunday nights from 
4:30—7:00 p.m. We hope to see you there 
dressed to impress!

October 3: School Spirit
Wear a t-shirt from the school you 
attend or your favorite high school or 
college.

October 10: Football
Represent your favorite team and player 
with a jersey or football t-shirt!

October 17: Potato Head
Have a Mr. or Mrs. Potato Head t-shirt? 
Maybe a fake mustache or glasses? 
How about a bowler hat? Anything 

goes for Potato Head day.
October 24: Pumpkin Patch
Wear something you’d wear to a 
pumpkin patch, or even dress up as a 
pumpkin!

November 7: Western
Don your favorite boots, jeans, and hat 
for western day!

November 14: Superhero
Dress as your favorite superhero. It 
could be from a comic book—or it 
could be a real-life hero like a doctor or 
a firefighter!

November 21: Thanksgiving
Wear your favorite fall attire or dress as a 
turkey or a pilgrim.

A Celebration “Thank You”
There were so many 
people that made Christian 
Education Sunday a 
memorable and meaningful 
event. On top of raising 
almost $2000 with our 

“garage sale,” we were able to donate whatever 
we did not sell to local non-profits that were 
very happy to receive what we had to give, 
we had a lovely time out in the Garden of 
Hope eating breakfast together and spending 
time with one another, all Christian Education 

volunteers were commissioned, and 4th and 
6th grade students were prayed over and given 
promotion gifts. A special “thank you” needs 
to be given to our WONDERFUL Christian 
Education committee members for all of their 
time spent planning, setting up,  participating 
in, and tearing down the event. I also want to 
thank our Christian Education staff members, 
Grace Sosa, Carlo Sosa-Ortiz, Kori Barr, Trudy 
Six, and Jayton Voss, as well as our Sextons, 
Kim Smith and Jacob Pierson. They put in many 
hours and are the reason the event was so fun 
and well executed. Last, but not least, I want 
to thank Garret Briggs and the Order of the 
Helping Hands for getting the left over items 
loaded up in the heat of the day and donated 
to the appropriate groups. My heart is full of 
gratitude for the church’s participation in this 
event. Thanks be to God for the FCPC family!

-Kristen Harris-Bridwell
Director of Christian Education

Thank You from the Genesis Class
All of us in FCPC’s Genesis Class want 
to thank Steve Faehnle for teaching 
Sunday School for over 26 years! His 
format is to let the class choose a book of the 
Bible, and then he leads the class in studying 
that book verse-by-verse.  

The book of Isaiah took us about 18 months! 

We all agree that Steve is a master teacher, 
and we have been blessed to partake of his 
inspired teaching. He is an incredible scholar, 
and prepares diligently for every class. Steve 
is known for being a good friend to all, good-
naturedly giving a hard time to class members, 
and for his humor. He loved to say at the 
beginning of class, “Welcome to the Genesis 
class- but sometimes this is the Exodus class.” 
We are grateful for his friendship, leadership, 
and scholarship and bless him as he takes a well 
deserved rest from teaching our class. 

---Members of the Genesis Class



Celebrations
We celebrate the baptism of Gunner Jace 
Fleming, who was baptized on September 19.  
Gunner is the son of Josh & Kami Fleming.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Lale Estes and B.J. Estes for 
being named Citizens of the year by Abilene 
Chamber of Commerce. 

New Members
We warmly welcome Tom & Shelley Bailey, 
Richard Brogren and Michael Starr & Angela 
Nicolini to the First Central Presbyterian family!

Gratitude
Dear First Central,
Thanks again for your recent gift towards the 
work of campus ministry.  College students are 
in such a strange time during this COVID crisis.  
Please pray we find creative ways to reach young 
people and inspire them to follow Jesus into the 
world with all its pains and needs.
I am so thankful for your partnership and praying 
God is meeting you all during these difficult 
times in ministry! Hope to see you soon!
Blessings,
Kate Perkins Denson

Members of the Bequests & Planned Giving 
committee,
Thank you for supporting the Emerging Adults 
“Romania mission trip”, which is planned for 
next summer.
In His service,
Fred White

Members of the Bequests & Planned Giving 
committee,
Thank you so very much for your support of 
NOROC’s programmatic expenses with your 

generous gift.  Your monies will be used judiciously 
in the support of the programs in Romania.  No 
funds will be expended in the United States.  All 
operational expenses in Abilene are covered by 
generous local donations.
Again, thank you very much for supporting the 
ministry of Christ in Romania.
In His service,
Fred White

Members of the Bequests & Planned Giving 
committee,
Thank you very much for your generous 
support for NOROC’s mission coworker, Carol 
Schempp.  These funds will go to support Carol 
as she works with NOROC Romania, helping the 
abused, abandoned, and orphaned children in 
the institution.
NOROC is grateful for your continuing support.
In His service,
Fred White

Members of the Bequests & Planned Giving 
committee,
Thank you for your generous support of the 
Presbyterian Medical Care Mission.  The Mission 
continues to function and helps the working 
poor members of our community as well as 
members of 17 additional surrounding counties.  
All of this work will continue with your help, all 
to the glory of God.
In His service,
Fred White


