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Cliff’s Notes

I am sure we all recognize our church in this painting 
by Pat Guerin given in honor of Lap and Gladys 
Lapham who were wonderful members of our church. 
She presented the painting to them on a Wednesday 
night years and years ago.

Here is what I want you to see.  If you look very, 
very carefully you will see yellow ribbons tied to the 
trees. She painted the church when we were having 
Homecoming.  Rosemary Young had tied ribbons 
around every tree.

A ribbon around tied around a tree goes back to the 
Civil War ...and this is the folk legend behind it. 

Two men were in a railroad station.  One was 

so reserved that his companion had difficulty in 
persuading him to talk about himself. He was, he 
said at length, a convict returning from five years’ 
imprisonment in a distant prison, but his people were 
too poor to visit him and were too uneducated to be 
very articulate on paper. Hence, he had written to 
them to make a sign for him when he was released 
and came home. If they wanted him, they should put 
a white ribbon in the big apple tree which stood close 
to the railroad track at the bottom of the garden, and 
he would get off the train, but if they did not want 
him, they were to do nothing and he would stay on 
the train and seek a new life elsewhere. 

He said that they were nearing his hometown and 
that he couldn’t bear to look. His new friend said 
that he would look and took his place by the window 
to watch for the apple tree which the other had 
described to him.

In a minute he put a hand on his companion’s arm. 
“There it is,” he cried. “It’s all right! The whole tree is 
filled with ribbons.”

♦♦♦

I like this picture with ribbons tied to every tree...
reminding us that at FCPC

Everyone is welcome.

Nobody is perfect.

With God all things are possible.



CE News from Kristen
When will my church school class resume in-
person on-site activities? 

We know many of you are anxious to see your 
church friends in the flesh! Rest assured, FPCP’s 
Christian Education Committee has a plan. The 
CE Committee will meet between Wednesday, 
September 16 and Sunday, September 20 to 
review Taylor County Covid-19 data. Why these 
dates? The goal is to see the impact of children 
and teachers going back to school on the number 
of cases in Abilene. If the spike is considerable, 
we will wait to make our recommendation to 
the Re-Opening Committee to relaunch in-
person on-site Christian Education activities. 
Here’s the bottom line - don’t expect in-person 
on-site Christian Education to resume before 
the first Sunday of October. If you are itching to 
study with your friends even though we cannot 
meet in person, we sill have ways for you to 
“see” your fellow learners. See the list below of 
the classes that will meet by ZOOM. 

Classes to Meet Via ZOOM 

Disciples
Day and Time: Sunday at 9 AM
Study: NEW “James on James” New 5-Week 
Study on the Book of James. 
Start Date: August 30. 
Contact to Join: James Myers
Email:  office@buffalogapcamp.org  

Genesis
Day and Time: Sunday (Exact Time TBD)
Study: “The Screwtape Letters Study Guide.” 
This class is resuming at Chapter 6 for a book 
with 31 chapters 
Start Date: August 30
Contact to Join: Clare Nickel 
Email: nickel1@suddenlink.net 

Good Ground
Day and Time: Sunday at 9 AM
Study: “STRENGTHENING YOUR GRIP:  How 
to Be Grounded in a Chaotic World,” by Charles 
R. Swindoll. There are 10 Chapters/Weeks left 
in this series
Start Date: August 30
Contact to Join: Garrett Briggs
Email: gm_bri66@hotmail.com 

King David
Day and Time: Sunday at 9 AM
Study: “John” by Adam Hamilton. There are 5 
weeks left in this series
Start Date: August 30

Contact to join: Susan Nethery
Email: sanethery@hotmail.com 

SALT
Day and Time: Wednesdays at 7:30 PM
Study: NEW “Disciple: Becoming Disciples 
Through Bible Study” series. 
Start Date: September 9
Contact to Join: Sara Core
Email: score@suddenlink.net  

Classes On Hold 

Both the Agape and the Amazing Grace class are 
on hold until FCPC in-person on-site Christian 
Education activities resume.  

A Word from Carlo Sosa-Ortiz
 
For the past 12 weeks, our church has had 
the opportunity to enjoy a socially distanced 
communion of saints through ZOOM with our 
church-wide Bible study. For two months, we 
explored the foundations of Confirmation, a 
time where our children are prepared to profess 
their faith and declare their intent to take part 
actively in the church’s mission and worship. 

For 12 weeks we asked basic questions: “Who 
is God?”, “Why is Jesus called Savior and Lord?”, 
“Are we ready to devote ourselves to the 
church’s teaching?” Along the way, we gave 
each other the space and grace to ask what it is 
we believed about God and how we could best 
live our lives faithfully to God’s service. 

Those who participated also received a mid-
week devotional to guide them in their continual 
spiritual growth. The study ended with a quick 
recap of all that we learned and with some of 
us reading our personal statements of faith that 
detailed our faith journey and what we believe 
about God.

After 12 weeks of prepping, studying, and 
writing, all I can say is that I am going to miss my 
Sunday morning with those wonderful people! 
In an era of social distancing and face masks, 
it was wonderful to learn alongside our church 
family, hear each other’s prayer concerns, and 
talk like we used to when things were more 
normal.

Thank you for allowing me to learn and serve 
with you. While this study may have ended, 
First Central has so many options for Christian 
education as we continue growing and learning 
together this Fall.



Children’s News from Grace
Although I would prefer to be teaching Godly 
Play to our children in-person, one of the 
positives of recording Godly Play for the 
worship service is that adults also get to see the 
story. So many people have told me how much 
they have enjoyed actually getting to see what 
the children see and wonder along with them. 

Since so many of you have been praising Godly 
Play, I thought I might give you an opportunity 
to help. Our new Godly Play room is complete 
and ready for kids whenever we feel that it is 
safe to have them there. However, I always have 
a dream list in my head of things I would love to 
have in the room. You may have some of these 
items in your home and would like to donate 
them, or you might consider contributing 
toward the cost of one or a few items. 

Below is my dream list. There are things that I 
think our kids would love to have for their work 
time (responding to the story in a creative way). 
There are a few stories that we do not have 
yet, and there are also a few additional items 
that would be helpful in the room. If you have 
any questions about the items or would like to 
learn more, you can email me at gsosa@fcpc.
net. Thank you for your support and love for 
our children! 

Work Items

• 8 child-size rugs (these could be yoga mats, 
cut up pieces of carpet, or hand-woven)

• 10 lined journals (any kind, and they can 
look different)

• Solid color gift bags (several)
• Several colors of Model Magic
• Wood pieces (could be left over from a 

project)
• 10 cafeteria trays

Additional Stories
• Two communion sets (just one cup and 

plate for each)

•  “The Greatest Parable” ($200)

• “Jesus and Jerusalem: The Story of Holy 
Week” ($250)

• “The Church” model/story ($1,400)

Odds and Ends
• 1 open shelf (no doors, no higher than 4 feet)
• Curtains or donations toward making 

curtains for each color of the church year
• Additional donations for new work items 

and to replace story items



A Note from Janice
Phoebe’s Friends—TOGETHER AGAIN! 
Masks on…Hands to self…Phoebe’s Friends wil move 
from the Minter Room to Fellowship Hall to allow 
plenty of space to spread out and maintain a safe 
distance from each other. Those who prefer to join 
via ZOOM may do so! The timely study this Fall is 
by New Testament scholar, N.T. Wright, and the title 
is…God and the Pandemic: A Christian Refection 
on the Coronavirus and Its Aftermath. Phoebe’s 
Friends will meet each Monday morning from 10 
a.m. – 11:30 a.m. beginning September 14th.

Worship with FCPC
We have restarted our in-person worship services 
in a limited fashion. Please note the following 
changes from our usual worship services. We have 
one service only, which takes place at 10:30 a.m., 
with no on-site church school. We insist on masks 
and proper safety procedures, including social 
distancing. This service follows the same format as 
our online worship services.
 
We strongly encourage anyone who is uncertain, 
feels unsafe, or is in a high-risk group to stay 
home and participate in our online worship service 
instead. We will do our best to provide a safe and 
sanitary environment, but this is not a risk-free 
endeavor. We urge you to prayerfully consider 
which option is right for you and your family as we 
continue to explore our worship opportunities at 
this challenging time.
 
If you would prefer to participate in online worship, 
you can do so at https://fcpc.net/media/online-
worship/, or on the church’s Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/fcpcabilene. These 

videos are made available each Sunday morning 
beginning at 8 a.m. and are available all week long 
for you to watch whenever it is convenient for you.

Gratitude
Dear FCPC,
Thank you to all FCPC family for touching Gladys 
Dillard’s life these past years with cards, visits, and 
prayers.  She would truly want you to know how 
very much you were a blessing to her in her life.
In Christ.
Lou Kaszynski (niece)

Sympathy
Our sympathy is extended to Dwight Brisbin and 
family on the death of his father, to Annie Shadid 
and family on the death of her mother, and to the 
family of Ebie Baker.

Celebrations
We celebrate the birth of Barrett Finn Byrd, born 
August 6 to Ryan & Amanda Byrd.  Grandparents 
at FCPC are Barry & Vicki Byrd.  We also celebrate 
the birth of Kataleya Leilani Matta, born July 14 to 
Joshua Matta & Savannah Ramirez.  Grandmother 
is Kristi Arispe and great-grandparents are Sally & 
Sal Arispe.

Breakfast on Beech Street
Breakfast On Beech Street (BOBS) serves breakfast 
and lunch for the hungry Monday through Friday.  
FCPC volunteers work on Thursdays from 5:30 AM 
to 7:30 AM.   During the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
are staying safe by sanitizing surfaces, practicing 
social distancing and wearing face masks and gloves 
while 40-60 customers come in for a carryout sack 
breakfast, lunch and coffee.
If you are interested in volunteering for BOBS, 
please contact Dave Nickel at 325-673-8919.

Food Pantry News
Dear friends of the pantry,
Our Food Pantry continues to help the hungry in 
Abilene in this difficult time.  We could use the 
following items:
Dry Goods - Canned vegetables (green beans, 
corn, carrots, peas, etc.), canned fruit (peaches, 
pears, mixed fruit, pineapple, applesauce, etc.), 
spaghetti sauce, canned tomatoes, canned meat 
(tuna, chicken, salmon, stew, chili, etc.), canned 
beans, peanut butter, and jelly.
Snacks - Crackers, chips, cookies, peanut butter 
crackers, single serving pudding, fruit, and 
applesauce, and single serving packages of nuts.
Thank you for your continuing support of this vital 
ministry.


