
THE ALERT September 2021
Cliff’s Notes

Dear FCPC family,

We are putting “the pedal to the 
metal” as we head into the fall 
here at FCPC. Don’t allow the 

covid threat to prevent you from participating.  In 
this Alert you are going to read about plenty of 
great opportunities to learn, to enjoy, to serve.

Wednesday nights are kicking off on September 
15. Our guest speaker at 6:30 pm is Dr. Royce 
Money, former president of ACU.  Royce is an 
articulate speaker and theologian. He is going 
to tackle the subject of “Conspiracy Theories.”  I 
heard him address this subject in a webinar this 
summer. Immediately I knew what he said would 
be of great benefit to each of us.  Of course, he 
does not give the definitive word on what is true 
or what is false, but he will give us biblical handles 
to evaluate and make decisions on our own. Trust 
me – this will be interesting.

Preceding the Wednesday night program the 
deacons will be preparing a fabulous Spaghetti 
dinner! The meal will be served beginning at 5:45 
p.m. until 6:20 p.m. from the Faith Hall kitchen. 
Cost of the meal is $6 per person or the entire 
family can eat for one flat fee of $10—now that’s 
bound to be the best deal in town! Sign up for 

the dinner at the information counter in the foyer 
or call the church office before noon on Tuesday, 
September 14. 

And then on September 26 we are going to start 
Logos which is designed for our kindergarten 
through 5th grade children.  4:30 pm we meet 
for games in Faith Hall.  5 pm graded Bible study. 
6 pm is a theme based meal followed by worship 
skills at 6:45 pm. We conclude at 7:30 pm.  This 
is a wholesome multi-faceted program designed 
to deepen the faith of our children, encourage 
social skills and teach our children the meaning 
of worship.

***

Back to my “pedal to the metal” plea. Now is the 
time to start! We have been stalled too long by 
this pandemic.  Our promise is that we will do 
what we do with smart precautions. Don’t let a 
piece of cloth over your mouth and nose prevent 
you from taking a step forward. My challenge to 
you is to get started.

Don’t let not knowing how it will end keep you 
from beginning. Uncertainty chases us out into 
the open...where God is waiting. 
    -Bob Goff



A Word from Janice

A Prayer of Confession for We the Church…

Giver of All Life, 
     We, the church, stand 
before you with our heads 
reverently bowed and with 
contrite hearts, for like the Israelites, we, too, 
have lost sight of your overarching will by 
focusing so intensely on our own welfare and 
desires. It’s obvious, even to us, that Jesus’ 
command to love others as ourselves and 
his prayer for our unity are as needed today 
as when he directed them to and about the 
apostles more than 2000 years ago. 
     Cocooned in our insolated lives, we confess 
that we resist sitting with the devastation and 
grief of the suffering of Haiti or imagining the 
horror of witnessing the rape of our daughters, 
the beheading of our husbands or fathers in 
Afghanistan. Even though we’re only a day’s 
drive from the border, we can distance ourselves 
from the plight of the refugees whose hopes of 
a safe place to raise their children are frayed and 
unraveling. We admit that we can even choose 
to dismiss consideration of what is in jeopardy 
as ICU units across the state are forced to hang 
“no vacancy” signs on their doors. 
     Forgive us, Lord, for sinking so deeply into 
the comforts of our cushy lives that we refuse 
to simply pray for those who suffer and pray for 
those who have heeded your call to be physically 
present in these places of devastation. 
     In the days to come, awaken us to your 
presence. May your Spirit, “…stir us from 
placidness,” that we may dare to allow our 
hearts to be broken by that which breaks your 
heart. For the sake of Christ’s reputation, fill us 
with compassion and grant us the wisdom to 
recognize what is within our power to do, then 
prompt us to rise up and be the church in this 
fragile and ailing world. Amen.  

Children’s News from Grace

VBS Recap

VBS was a great success! Our theme 
was Anchored: Deepening Faith in 
God. We had thirty children attend, 
nine of which were not members 

of our church. The kids enjoyed turtle crafts, 
interactive Bible stories, wet and wild games, 
and even a watermelon shark 
for a snack. I am super thankful 
to everyone who volunteered, 
donated items, and helped 
plan this great event.

LOGOS

LOGOS will begin September 26th from 4:30-
7:00 p.m.! After over a year without LOGOS, I 
know our children and volunteers are excited to 
resume this great ministry.
For those who are unfamiliar with LOGOS, it is an 
intergenerational children’s ministry program. 
Research tells us that children who continue 
to live out their faith into adulthood had strong 
connections with adults in their church. This 
means that it is important that children have 
opportunities to create relationships with 
older church members. LOGOS is one great 
opportunity. Children get to know adults in rec, 
Bible study, worship, and even during dinner. 
LOGOS also has a different theme every week. 
Children (and adults) dress up in superhero 
costumes, pajamas, backwards clothing, and 
more. We will announce themes in church 
the morning of each LOGOS and be sending 
postcards home as reminders.
If you are interested in volunteering for LOGOS 
or if you would like to make sure your child is 
on the mailing list, email me at gsosa@fcpc.net.  



Small Group Adult Church School 
Classes are BACK!
After an amazing summer of 
the churchwide church school 
class that met in the gym, all 
of our small group Sunday 
school classes will return to 
meeting together around the church building 
starting August 29. Each class group will meet 
in a classroom that gives them enough space to 
socially distance appropriately. 
Amazing Grace – Room 203
This class was founded by the African members 
of our church so that people who speak French, 
Swahili, and/or Kinyarwanda could learn about 
their faith in their native language. They have 
been walking through every book of the Bible 
for many years. 
Disciples – in the Austin Youth Center starting 
September 4
The Disciples are a conversation-focused group 
that enjoys talking about the Bible, theology, 
and their lives. They will utilize the online 
resource of “The Bible Project” on August 29 
and September 5. On September 19, they will 
begin N.T. Wright’s “Philippians: 8 Studies for 
Individuals and Groups.” 
Genesis – The Fellowship Hall
Genesis is an adult lecture-centric class that 
uses the Bible as its primary resource but 
discusses the historical, social, and cultural 
aspects as well.  They will resume the verse-
by-verse study of Romans on August 29, 2021 
starting in chapter 12.
Good Ground – Room 212
The Good Ground class uses study books to 
examine Scripture from various viewpoints 
and to discuss its meaning and applications to 
daily life. If you like to read books about faith 
and its practical applications in your life, this is a 
great class for you! Starting August 29, they will 
resume their study of Max Lucado’s book, “He 
Still Moves Stones.” This study will continue 
through October 24.

King David – Room 214
This class likes to use group Christian study 
curriculum as a launching point for discussion. 
Some of these studies utilize a book that each 
person in the class will read throughout the 
week and some of these studies include playing 
a video of a respected author/theologian at the 
beginning of each class. Their next study to 
begin on August 29, 2021 is Adam Hamilton’s 
“Words of Life: Jesus and the Promise of the 
10 Commandments Today.” It is a series that 
includes a book to read during the week, a video 
to watch in class, and an in-class discussion.
SALT – Room 205
This class is our newest church school offering 
for adults at FCPC. SALT is a “one-off” class 
with discussion as its focus. You do not need 
to read any materials in preparation for each 
class, and you do not need to have attended 
the week before to be able to contribute to the 
discussion. It’s a great place to make new friends 
and have a meaningful conversation.
NEW – ONLINE ONLY CLASS
Starting September 19, there will be an online-
only offering available for those of you that 
are uncomfortable coming to church in person 
or those of you that no longer live in Abilene 
and worship with us online. It is a class about 
discovering your Enneagram Number, a process 
that helps you understand yourself better which 
in turn helps you grow in Christian maturity.  
How will we meet?  We will be on Zoom. 
When will we meet?  First meeting will be on 
September 19th at 9:30 am. We will meet at 
this time each week until we end on December 
19th. 
What will the class look like?  There will be a 
video for you to watch at your leisure during 
the week, typically it lasts an hour. I will send 
out a sheet related to the video which will give 
you activities to reflect on what you watch, and 
then we will have discussions surrounding the 
video. 
Are you interested?  Email Kristen at kbridwell@
fcpc.net to receive the ZOOM link!



Celebration of Education Coming 
September 12!

It’s time to Celebrate the 
ministries of Christian education 
at FCPC and the volunteers that 
make them happen! One of 

the ways we will be “celebrating” our Christian 
education ministries is to celebrate future 
growth. We want to be able to create space 
for more children’s and adult church school 
activities and we cannot do that without moving 
out some items that have been sitting unused 
in abandoned rooms for many years. As a part 
of Christian Education Sunday, there will be a 
sale in the gym during the church school hour 
(for church members/attendees only) of these 
items - like pews, wooden nursery toys, donated 
dining tables, and more. A community-wide 
sale will be conducted from 1-3 pm in the hopes 
that we can sell all we have. What does not sell 
will be donated to an appropriate non-profit. 
Because all adult church school activities will 
be paused during the event, there will also be a 
continental-style breakfast available outside by 
the community garden. During worship, we will 
be praying over our church school teachers, CE 
volunteers, incoming 4th grade students, and 
incoming 6th grade students. This is a Sunday 
you will not want to miss!

Diasaster Assistance

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is 
currently helping those impacted by 
various disasters around the world.  If 
you would like to help, just make out a check with 
“PDA” and the name of the disaster on the memo 
line (for example, PDA - Haiti Earthquake).  If you 
do not specify a disaster, the money will be sent to 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance’s general fund to be 
disbursed according to the perceived need.  Thank you 
for helping support those in need around the world.

Sympathy
Our sympathy is extended to Kathryn Keathley 
and family on the death of her sister, Carol 
Timmons, of Houston; to Jody Armstrong 
and family on the death of her mother, Carol 
Montgomery; to Beverly Kimbrough and family 
on the death of Joe Kimbrough; to Mark Beasley 
and family on the death of his father, George 
Beasley; and to Kay Wilson on the death of her 
sister-in-law, Dianne Gill.

Congratulations
We celebrate the birth of Lula Fae Snowden, 
daughter of Sara & Jacob Snowden.  Lula was 
born on July 30th.

Gratitude
Dear FCPC,
On behalf of children in our community, I want 
to thank you for your donation in support of 
Abilene Area Littles.  Friends like you are critical 
to our success in changing children’s lives and 
futures, and we are sincerely grateful for your 
support.
Thank you for all you do for our kids in Abilene!
With hope and gratitude,
Pierce Bush
CEO
Big Brothers Big Sisters Texas


