
WHAT IN THE WORLD ARE WE 
DOING? 
 
Yes, like you I am trying to get my bearings in this Covid
-19 world. Has there been a day that has gone by 
without some new wrinkle in this terrible situation? I 
think one of my “down days” was this past Sunday 
morning when it seemed so strange not to be in our 
church sanctuary. Gotta tell you that I didn’t like it one 
bit. 
 
I am relooking at what I am doing as your pastor and 
friend. How frustrating it is not to be allowed to even 
enter the hospital to visit. Two of our saints have died in 
the past week...and we cannot even have a funeral 
larger than 10 people. I pray that this new reality only 
be temporary. 
 
So I thought I might address in this letter to you “what 
in the world we are doing?” as a church when 
everything seems upside down.  Here are a few things: 
 
 We have started our online worship service.  All I 

can say is - thank the Lord for Kristen Harris-
Bridwell whose expertise is in this kind of 
technological endeavor. And I was surprised and 
encouraged by your many comments about the 
worship service. I think we all needed a worship 

experience that brought us “home”. Please share 
your experiences with me. And we can all look 
forward to worshipping together this coming 
Sunday.  In this newsletter are some “helpful hints” 
about how to tune in. 

 
 Children are so important in the ministry of our 

church. Grace Sosa spoke directly to the children in 
our televised service. Many of you have told me 
that your children were mesmerized by what Grace 
said and did as she spoke using the Godly Play 
philosophy of sharing the Good News.  I am 
wondering if Grace is related to Mr. Rogers?!  
Maybe we should call her Mrs. Rogers-Sosa? 

 
 We are not only concerned with our congregation. 

Janice Six is coordinating an effort to sew medical 
masks that will substitute for the increasingly rare 
surgical masks that are so important in Emergency 
Rooms.  Would you like to help create these 
masks?  Send an email to Janice at jsix@fcpc.net 
and she will send you the pattern and 
specifications. Dr. and Mrs. Andy and Melissa 
Russell are behind this effort and I applaud them 
for this important service project. 

 
 I am now learning how to do Zoom meetings via 

the computer/internet. Yesterday I was part of a 
virtual meeting of 35 concerned pastors in Abilene. 
We discussed ways we can be “the church” in 
unfamiliar territory. I am so pleased with the 
cooperation we have in our city between churches. 
Stay tuned as we are just getting ramped up to be 
in ministry together. 

 
WHAT IN THE WORLD ARE WE DOING?  Let’s talk 
more in the days ahead about how we can all make a 
difference in ministry together.  This is an important 
“Alert Newsletter.”  Read carefully to see what we are 
doing and how you can be “tuned in.” 

 
 

Keep praying, 

THE ALERT          April 2020 

Kristen helping us plan the Sunday service. 



Suggestions for 
Worshiping in Your 
Home 
 
FCPC, like most churches, 
will not be able to gather in 
our sanctuary on Sundays 
for a few—or maybe many 
more—weeks. However, this 
will not deter us from 
worshiping! There is no 
adequate substitute for 
sharing a pew, joining our 
voices in song, or praying 
aloud in unison, but we are 
committed to trying to 
make the service as 
personal as possible. Your 
texts and emails following 
our first Sunday online were 
so encouraging and 
reassuring. It was such a 
blessing to see photos that 
some of you sent and to 
hear what the service 

meant to you. We give thanks for you and miss 
being with you in person, but just imagine how 
glorious it will be on the first Sunday we can all be 
together in the sanctuary for worship! What a day 
of rejoicing it will be!  
 
To make the most of this time when we worship as 
the church scattered rather than the church 
together, here are a few suggestions you may find 
helpful… 
 
 If you are worshiping with others in your 

household, decide the best time and place to 
gather for worship. By being intentional in this 
way, members of the family will recognize the 
importance of setting aside this time for 
worship. The service will be approximately 30 
minutes. 

 Be creative in your arrangement of the space 
and use of meaningful touches, such as a cross, 
fresh flowers, or an open Bible on a small table.  
Some of you may find that a lighted candle is 
both symbolic of Christ’s presence, and also 
provides a focal point during the service—much 
like the stained glass windows may do in our 
sanctuary. 

 We encourage you to allow God’s Spirit to 
work through your imagination to create a 
worship space in your home that is welcoming 
and reverent. 

 If you have the capability to view the service 
on a large screen, try it! This will allow for more 

comfortable seating and may also result in a 
greater sense of our presence with you than if 
you are huddling around a cell phone or laptop 
computer.  

 Consider singing the hymns aloud and 
participating in the responsive readings—even 
if you are the only person worshiping in your 
home. There is something about hearing one’s 
own voice that will enrich the experience.  This 
is certainly true when worshiping with others.  

 Ideally, following your time of worship, enjoy 
breakfast, brunch, or lunch. This will give you 
an opportunity to enjoy breaking bread 
together around the table during which time 
you may want to offer your thoughts about the 
worship experience. We welcome any 
suggestions you may have as to what we can 
do to make future worship services especially 
meaningful for you and those with whom you 
worship.  

 
The worship service is posted each Sunday 
morning by 8 a.m. on the FCPC website, our 
Facebook page, and also YouTube.  
 
Online Worship—Need Help? 
 
As we do our part to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, we realize that our move to online 
worship may not work for everyone.  Are you 
unable to join us for our online worship services?  
The reason doesn’t matter—we want to help 
everyone join in as best we can during this 
difficult time. 
 
If you are having trouble accessing the online 
worship service for any reason, please contact the 
church office and we will help figure out a solution 
that works best for you.  We have several options 
available to help, so please contact us no matter 
what reasons you have for not being able to 
watch the online worship service.  You can call the 
office at 325-677-3501, email kbarr@fcpc.net, or 
in the event of a state-wide stay-at-home order, 
contact Kori via her cell at 325-668-9866. 

 
Online Church School for Adults! 
 
Because we know how important it is to connect 
with our church family in prayer and study, a few 
brave church school classes are experimenting 
with online formats over the next few weeks. We 
will start off by utilizing Zoom, a video 
conferencing app that can be used from most 
smartphones, tablets, laptops, and computers. If 
you are interested in attempting to join one of 
these classes, contact Kristen via email at 
kbridwell@fcpc.net. 

 



Faiths of Consequence 
 
I’ve been thinking quite a bit about the people in our 
church that are raising children and youth during this 
time of social distancing. School has gone online. 
Some of you are working from home while others 
are leaving their kids at home alone (if they are old 
enough) or with another trusted adult while you work 
outside the home. Sports, band concerts, theater 
productions, and academic competitions are 
cancelled. And on top of all of that, you can’t even 
get out of the house to go to church! These are huge 
changes, and I want to send you some 
encouragement. All of us on FCPC’s church staff are 
thinking about you everyday, whether you have 
children or not! We are praying for you. We are 
praying for the children of our church and in our 
community. We are trying to come up with ways to 
help you stay connected to your church family. We 
are working on ways for your Christian education 
opportunities to continue even from afar. We are 
working for you, and we are here for you! 
 
With this in mind, I want to share some things I am 
learning from a book that is really shaking up the way 
I think about ministry right now. It’s by Kenda Creasy 
Dean and is called “Almost Christian.” It is about a 
nationwide study that was conducted with teens 
from 2003-2005. Teens during these years were 
asked questions about their faith. Do you have a faith 
tradition? What do you believe? Does what you 
believe influence the way you live your life? Do you 
pray? Have you read your sacred text? Through 
these questions and many more, a picture started to 
emerge: “American young people are, theoretically, 
fine with religious faith--but it does not concern 
them very much, and it is not durable enough to 
survive long after they graduate from high school.” 
 
This paints a bleak picture. However, it was 
discovered that there are faithful teens out there 
with faiths that will last, “consequential faiths.” 
Young people with faiths of consequence have the 
vocabulary to articulate what they believe, the ability 
to identify when they have experienced God’s grace 
and share the experience in Christian testimony, and 
the discernment to know what distracts us from 
Jesus and what does not. Simply put, the marks of a 
teen with a consequential faith are translation, 
testimony, and detachment.  
 
The real question at the end of all of this is how do 
we help young people develop consequential faiths? 
The answer hurts a little bit - we have to 
demonstrate consequential faiths ourselves. If young 
people only hear about life in the Way of Christ from 
church, they are much less likely to catch the bug. 
For faith to have a higher chance of sticking, the 
trusted adults in the lives of teens need to be able to 
describe their faith, share their faith, and practice 
their faith. If you want young people to pray, they 
need to see that you pray. If you want teens to read 

their bibles, you have to read your bible. If you want 
the children under your care to think participating in 
a community of faith is a necessary part of the 
Christian life, you have to come to church and 
participate with joy.  
 
Under normal, pre-covid-19 circumstances, I might 
have chosen to share this information at a later date. 
But with families stuck in the house and relying on 
one another for most educational, social, physical, 
and spiritual needs, there’s no time like the present 
to try something new. 
 
Here is my encouragement to all of you that help 
raise children: ask them questions about their faith. 
What is your favorite Bible verse or song we sing in 
church? Why? What did you think about the 
sermon? If you could pray for anyone right now, who 
would it be and why? Do you have a favorite 
memory from church or camp? 
 
Once you have asked these questions and you hear 
their responses, it’s your turn to share. What is your 
favorite verse or book of the Bible? What is your 
favorite memory from church as a kid? Who is a 
“saint” from your life that helped inspire you to live 
the life you live now? You don’t have to have the 
entire Bible memorized or have a perfectly 
developed theology to help raise your children in the 
faith. All you really need to do is start the 
conversation and really listen to what they have to 
say. Your testimony and your genuine desire to know 
them better will go a long way! 
 
Kristen Harris-Bridwell 
Director of Christian Education 



Resources to help you start a 
conversation with young children: 
 
Although we are living in difficult times, the extra 
time we have at home with our families is a great 
blessing. Instead of separating into individual 
church school classes, families can now worship 
together. Below are some free resources that you 
can use with your family on a Sunday morning or 
throughout the week. We will include the full links 
to these resources in Facebook posts and emails. 
 
 PCUSA Store’s Facebook page posts a weekly 

story with activities and coloring pages from 
our children’s curriculum, Growing in Grace and 
Gratitude. 

 IllustratedMinistry.com is providing weekly 
coloring pages and activities for children of all 
ages. 

 Group.com is offering videos and lessons to 
remind children that Jesus’ power pulls us 
through difficult times.  

 FlyawayBooks.com has a free resource page 
with coloring pages and activities. They also sell 
a wonderful children’s Bible called Growing in 
God’s Love. This would be a great time to read 
one story as a family each day. 

 
Youth to Meet Twice Weekly via Zoom! 
 
Youth are in desperate need of a meaningful and 
supportive community during this time of social 
distancing. After a digital meeting with several 
youth members, we have decided to meet twice a 
week using the Zoom app, Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 3 PM. Mondays will be all about 
looking at current events through a biblical lense. 
Wednesdays will be focused on a study of the New 
Testament. We are also going to try out some 
games, movie viewing parties, and eating meals 
together over the Zoom app. If you know a youth 
member that would like to join in on any of the 
fun, contact Kristen at kbridwell@fcpc.net and 
encourage them to message @fcpcyouth on 
instagram. 

Gratitude 

Dear Ladies Knitting Group, 
Thank you so much for the caps, blankets, gloves 
and Bible study books that you donated to the 
Pregnancy Care Center.  Our mothers and babies 
will love these so much. 
Blessings, Pregnancy Care Center, Brownwood 
 

Sympathy 
 
We extend our sympathies to Eula Bailey on the 
death of her brother, James Austin Keefer; to the 
family of Steve Daniels on his death; to Debbie 
Farmer and family on the death of Berta Farmer; 
and to the family of Mary Pritchett on her death. 
 

Celebrations 
 
We celebrate the baptisms of Joy Thywill 
Gratitude, Kadence Elaine Charles, daughter of 
Panya Bender, and Knox Longhofer, son of Luke & 
Sharra Longhofer. 

An Important Note Regarding the 
Church Calendar: 
 
We have not included a church calendar in 
the Alert this month due to numerous 
schedule disruptions and a high degree of 
uncertainty on when events will resume.  As 
soon as we resume “business as usual” we will 
send out an updated church calendar.  Thank 
you for your understanding. 


