
Our Mission at First Central Presbyterian Church  

  is to GROW in faith, REACH OUT in love and WORSHIP with joy. 
 

Our Opportunity 
  
Our new organ is not just a “pipe dream” anymore!   
 

Our Project 
 

The Organ 
Organist Dr. Larry Wolz anticipates the new organ because the present 67-year-old instrument is in desperate 
need of retirement (30% inoperative!) The new Garland organ will re-service many of our present pipes as well as 
double the size of the organ to enrich the sound of worship. It is a magnificent instrument which will assist in 
worship for the next 100 years. 

 
Sanctuary renovation 

An expanded chancel area with permanent room for grand piano as well as organ console. 
 
Room for bell choir, small orchestra on special occasions behind the pulpit. Larger area for organ concerts, 
worship festivals and Christmas pageants. 
 
Sanctuary choir will no longer be subdivided by organ console but joined together for fuller sound. 
 

Choral Suite 
Suite will replace an inadequate sized choir room which originally was designed to be an office for the pastor 
when the sanctuary was built.  Present choir room is crowded and more than uncomfortable for our growing 
choir.  
 
 

Why is this important for our church? 
 

Traditional worship is a characteristic of our church. We do what we do with energy, creativity and love. When we worship 
together it is not “stuffy” and “old hat” but vibrant and vital with both word and song. Our expanded chancel area will 
allow for more instruments and more participation. 

 

How can you help? 
 

The new magnificent organ has been paid for in total by a generous donor. $547,000 is our part of the project. We need 
your help. A sacrificial gift by you can be spread out over a five-year period of time. 
 
August 27 is Commitment Sunday. We will have a brunch worship service in Faith Hall at 10 am. We will dine at table and 
then worship with sermon and song. It will be a magnificent day. Fill out the enclosed brunch reservation card or call the 
church office. 
 
Keep this project in your prayers. 



You have heard 

me say it many 

times – PBPGIFWMY.  

“Please be patient God isn’t 

finished with me yet!” 

 

I discovered this on my 

study leave during this latter 

part of July. That it wasn’t 

until 1788, 40 years after 

God’s grace found a wretch 

like him, that John Newton 

would write: “I hope it will 

always be a subject of 

humiliating reflection to me, 

that I was, once, an active instrument, in a business 

at which my heart now shudders.”  

 

You know what Newton was talking about – don’t 

you? There was a span of 40 years between his 

conversion and his conviction regarding the slave 

trade! 

 

It took 40 years for the gospel to do its deep work 

in his heart! Yes – the grace was amazing that very 

first day, but it took many years to take root and 

blossom. 

 

There were forty long years between Newton’s 

conversion and his conviction regarding the slave 

trade. There were forty years for the gospel to do 

its deep work in his heart. Sure, the grace was 

“amazing” that first day, but it took years to take 

root and blossom. And this for the man whose 

name is synonymous with “Amazing Grace”. 

 

Those 40 years remind me that God still has a lot of 

work to do and me. How about you? 

 

 

PS. A big thank you for the gift of July to enjoy 

both vacation and study. We played hard and I 

tried to study hard too!  Plus took some time to 

enjoy the grandkids. 

—  — 

We pray with joy, Father, that scripture teaches us 
You delight in our songs and instrumental music 
as we worship You.  Guide us as we begin the 
transition time of construction and installation. 
 
We pray with gratitude, Lord Jesus, that Your 
people have been inspired to begin and bring this 
campaign to a point so close to the finish line.  
Help each one of us to discern our participation in 
that finish. 
 
We pray, Holy Spirit, that You will enter each heart 
with purpose to be faithful in worship, service, and 
stewardship as we gather in spaces other than the 
sanctuary. 
 
Remind us, dear God, that we worship as a 
congregation and a community of Your people—
not defined by a certain space or pew.  Bless us 
with Your strong presence wherever we worship.  
Amen.

 
Summer’s Not Over Yet! 
 

The Big Splash is set for next Sunday 
afternoon, August 13 from 3 to 6 pm at 
o u r  b e a u t i f u l  B u f f a l o  G a p 
Encampment.  This is an event for the 
entire church family.  We will provide 

hot dogs and drinks.  Can you bring dishes that go 
with the dogs....including desserts?  We will have 
fun games and a bouncy castle for the 
children.  Yes, even a game or two for the 
adults...maybe the bouncy castle is for you, too! 
The water in the pool will be perfect.  
 
Student Assistance from FCPC 
 
The Student Assistance Fund at FCPC 
provides funding assistance to FCPC 
members that will allow them to pursue 
undergraduate or technical studies. These funds 
are open to all eligible church members who 
maintain a GPA of 2.0 or higher while attending 

Holy God, forbid that 

our lives to be 

stagnant. Forbid that 

we remain who we 

are, without your 

Holy Spirit working 

to change us and to 

help us grow into the 

image of Christ. Help 

us to hear and retain 

words that will move 

us in your direction, 

so that we can be 

effective in your 

service. Amen.  



any accredited college, university, junior college, 
nursing school, or trade school with a minimum 2-
year graduation requirement. Forms are available 
in the church office.  Please submit your 
application form by the deadline on August 15, 
2017.  
 
Youth and Emerging Adults News! 
 

August 20th  
12:00 PM 

Austin Youth Center 
Youth will kick-off our 2017-2018 school year with 
a potluck lunch and all youth and parent meeting. 
We will fellowship around the table, discuss the 
calendar, and talk about changes to the Youth 
Ministry in the future. It would be GREAT if all 
Youth parents would attend! The event will end 
with a special Youth tradition. You don't want to 
miss it !  Please RSVP by emailing 
kbridwell@fcpc.net. 
 
We will be resuming our normal school year 
schedule of Sunday and Wednesday evening 
meetings starting on August 27th. Please see the 
schedule below for details: 
 

Sunday, August 27th  
Music Team - 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

Mid-High Youth - 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM 
All Youth Dinner - 6:00 PM - 6:30 PM 

Senior High - 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 
 

Wednesday, August 30 
All Youth - 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM 

 
Emerging Adults 
On Thursday, August 31st, we will 
begin the second year of Emerging 
Adult meetings. Who are emerging adults? 
Anyone who has graduated high school and is 
under the age of 25(ish). This group was created to 
provide a place for young people to continue their 
Christian education and make new friends. We 
welcome those in workforce, full-time students, 
and anything in between. If this sounds like you, 
come join us at 7:30 PM for a FREE DINNER and a 
Bible study. 
 

—  — 

 

Young Adult Study Group 
 

Our Young Adult Thursday night 
group meets at 7:30 pm every Thursday 
at the home of Cliff and Evie Stewart.  

We have begun a new study of Moses, the 
Reluctant Prophet.  Our study begins at 7:30 
followed by snacks at 8:30 pm.  This is a very 
healthy face-to-face group that continues to build 
relationships with a spiritual undergirding. Besides 
that - it is a lot of fun.   Come give it a try. 1125 
Glenwood Drive is the place to be on Thursday 
night! 
 
Breakfast on Beech Street 
 
B.O.B.S. continues to serve a need. 
From January through July, 2017,  
10,855 breakfasts have been served, 
(271 being to youth). In addition, sack lunches 
including 17,483 sandwiches have been given out.  
 
Your monetary donations are always appreciated, 
and if you would like to be a part of a FCPC 
Thursday morning team, please contact Margaret 
Beasley at 692-4149. 

 

 
Dear FCPC, 
We sincerely appreciate your contribution to the 
Upside Down Club.  Your generous giving helps to 
ensure the success of our annual Buddy Walk.  We 
continue to grow each year with generous 
supporters such as you. 

Sincerely, 
The Upside Down Club of Abilene 

 
Thank you for allowing St. Paul to use yoru church 
building for Pat’s service.  Pat would have been 
pleased. 

From the Family of Patricia Bogar 
Marylan Bacon 

 
Dear FCPC, 
Thank you for your generous grant to  NOROC.  
Having just returned from a mission trip, it is 
obvious that the number of children still in the 
institutions remains significant.  With NOROC’s 
ongoing program we have youths graduating from 
high school, passing the baccalaureate and moving 



If you have information for the Alert, discover misinformation in any printed issue, or believe you have received 

this publication in error please contact Kori Barr by calling the church at (325) 677-3501 or email kbarr@fcpc.net. 

on to the university.  It is through your 
faithfulness and prayer, and granting money for 
operational expenses, that allows for such 
outcomes in individual’s lives.  All of this, of 
course, is to the Glory of God. 

In His Service, 
Fred White 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
Thank you for your generous contribution to 
Wycliffe Associates.  This year we are 
intentionally tackling some of the most difficult 
and dangerous challenges for Bible translation.  
We know it will take focused time and energy to 
overcome these challenges, and we are committed 
to seeing God’s Word impact these nations.  Pray 
with us that God will guide our steps of faith. 

In  His service, 
Bruce A. Smith, Wycliffe Associates 

 
First Central, 
I wanted to thank you all for your amazing 
commitment to missions.  I’m blessed to be a 
recipient of such generosity.  I’m thrilled to 
continue to be able to serve college students in the 
DC area through creating challenging urban 
ministry experiences.  This summer I’m running a 
7-week service internship program in DC serving 
both an African American and Latino 
neighborhood.  We have 9 student leader 
participants from 4 universities.  Please pray this 
is eye-opening and life-changing for each of them.  
I’m blessed to be celebrating 10 years in this 
amazing work! 

Kate Perkins Denson,  
InterVarsity in Washington, DC 

 

Dear FCPC, 
I'm Sergeant First Class Stephen Compton and I’m 
the grandson of Beverly and Joe Kimbrough.  I 
have been in the Army for a little over 15 years 
and during that time I have been deployed 
overseas for almost 4 years.  Some of those 
deployments were to austere regions throughout 
the world where people are not always ‘the 
friendliest’.  Thanks to prayers from my friends, 
my family, and wonderfully supportive 
congregations such as First Central Presbyterian 

Church I have been able to endure. 
My grandmother has always been a wonderful 
example for me to follow.  She has always been 
my morale compass and mentor.  She has taught 
me to be patient and considerate, she has taught 
me to be tolerant and open to others, and she has 
taught me through faith and love the world can 
be made a better place. 
These deployments have tested me mentally, 
physically, and spiritually.  While He has always 
been there guiding me; the deeds and the support 
from you all have been instrumental in sharing 
the faith.  There are Soldiers with whom I have 
worked with that do not have anyone to support 
them.  Some of these Soldiers either have no 
families or have families that do not understand 
the difference a letter can make. 
 A few months ago (or 4) your church sent a large 
quantity of goodies to us.  All my Soldiers, both 
the US Army and Korean Army Soldiers, enjoyed 
them immensely.  Words would not do justice to 
the depth of thankfulness that I have for those 
who support us.   
From all of us to all of you… THANK YOU! 
You all have provided critical support to those 
who were in need.  It’s not just about the items 
that were sent.  It is the show of support both 
recent and throughout the years that means so 
much to all of us.  

Respectfully, 
Sergeant First Class Stephen Compton 

Senior Cyberspace Electromagnetic  
Activities Specialist 

8TH Army Electronic Warfare Element  

 
We extend our sympathies to the family of Lois 
Leyh, who passed away on July 20 in Houston, 
and to Jo Bright and Louise Mohr on the loss of 
their brother-in-law Austin Jones of Houston. 

 

 
We would like to celebrate the birth of Abigail 
Marlene Russell, born July 24 to Melissa and John 
Russell. 


