
The best of times and the worst of times. In some ways that describes the financial 
situation of our church as I write this letter. 
 
On the heels of a marvelous campaign to fund our sanctuary renovation/new organ/choir suite in 
which we surpassed our goal – now we come face-to-face with the fact that we are behind in receiving 
our 2018 pledge commitments. 
 
Now, I’ve got to tell you that I am the church “worrier”. Somebody’s got to do it!    
And maybe I’m worrying too early about what happens by the end of the year. 
Traditionally, your generosity overflows in December and we are the recipients 
of many gifts that are beyond what you commit at the beginning of the year. 
 
At present time about 20% of our commitment cards have not yet been submitted. I wish that those of 
you who have not yet done so realize how important your gift is to the vitality of our church. Would 
you consider making a commitment sooner than later? 
 

♦♦♦ 
 
Now while I am worrying let me share something else that concerns me. Christmas Eve is a wonderful 
time in our church. Lots of people come and it is one of our most meaningful services. We have plenty 
of room for everyone in our two services – one at 5 PM and the other at 7 PM. But we don’t have 
enough room if everybody comes to one service! 
 
Both services will be semi-identical although I will be preaching two different sermons. The earlier 
service will be looking at Christmas through the eyes of children. We are planning ways in which our 
children will feel particularly welcome. Something new – children will have battery-powered candles! 
You will just have to come and see. 
 
The 7 PM service will be a bit more “adult oriented” and of course also include communion and 
candlelight. 
 
It is important that you come early...and best if you leave room on the aisle and at the back of the 
sanctuary for those who come late. 
 
So can you forgive me for publicly expressing my worries?  Maybe I need more faith?  I know this - the 
church sure could use your generous gifts if we want to continue at our healthy pace of mission and 
ministry.  Yes, and it takes faith on your part to reach into your pockets to help. 
 

Your friend, 

  
 

 

 

“I have spent most of my 
life worrying about 
things that have never 
happened.”   
 Mark Twain 



Around First Central 
 

FCPC Christmas Dinner 
 

The Christmas Dinner prior to our 
annual Christmas Pageant will be 
Sunday, December 10, at 5:45 p.m. in 
Faith Hall. The traditional Christmas 

dinner of turkey, dressing, green beans, sweet 
potatoes, rolls and pecan cobbler is being catered 
by Sharon’s.  Guests are asked to pay $10/meal. 
Reservations may be made by signing up in the 
foyer or calling the church office. This sit-down 
dinner is hosted each year by the Deacons and 
coordinated by Judy Miller. Afterward, the 
Children’s Christmas Pageant is held in Fellowship 
Hall at 7 p.m.   
 
Poinsettias 
 
Memorial and honorary poinsettias 
are a lovely way to pay tribute to 
loved ones.  These poinsettias will 
adorn the sanctuary and will be 
delivered to some of our homebound members  to 
help brighten their holiday.  Forms are available in 
the church office or in Sunday bulletins.  Please 
deliver forms to the church office by Wednesday, 
December 13. 
 
Christmas Caroling 

 
Christmas Caroling is a fun FCPC 
tradition where we travel around town  
on a chartered bus singing some of our 

favorite hymns of the season to homebound 
members.  We will pass out treats to those we visit 
as well, so join us from 3-5 p.m. on Sunday, 
December 17th.  The bus starts loading at 2:45! Fun 
for all ages! 
 
Food Pantry Needs 
 
The Food Pantry is thinking ahead to 
Christmas.  We are collecting new and 
gently used toys. If you have toys you 
would like to donate, bring them to the church 
office. In addition, monetary donations are always 
appreciated.  The toy giveaway will be the 
Tuesday before Christmas (December 19th). 
Thank you for your continuing support of this vital 
ministry. 

Advent Candle Lighting 
 

During this season of Advent, as we 
prepare for the celebration of Christ’s 
birth, we include in our worship the 
lighting of the Advent candles. Each 

week a family, individuals, or friends within the 
church family, light the candles on the Advent 
wreath and offer a special reading that is 
provided—along with instructions for lighting the 
candle(s). We invite you to consider participating 
in the leading of worship sometime during the 
season of Advent. A sign-up sheet is in the foyer at 
the Visitor counter and all ages are invited to 
participate! Please sign up today!  
Readers are needed for each service  through 
Christmas Eve. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
engage children and youth in worship.  
Dates available include December 17, December 24 
(morning worship service) and Christmas Eve 
communion and candlelight services.    
 
Holiday Mission Market 
 
Please stop by the table on the second 
floor landing and "shop" to support your 
favorite mission organizations or 
projects. With each donation, you will 
receive a Christmas card to inform recipients of a 
contribution in their honor or in memory of a loved 
one. The Market will be open after both services for 
the next few weeks. 
 
Christian Education News 
 

As a new father on the brink of 2018 I 
am excited for the year ahead, for the 
Snowden household and Christian 

Education. I want to share what will be new 
focuses for Christian Education in 2018. We have a 
really excellent committee that has done wonderful 
work to arrive at new goals for 2018, and it is a 
pleasure to have the thoughtfulness and direction a 
good committee can bring, so I want to share those 
with you. 2018 will be a year for CE to focus on 
strong basics; what we jokingly said were Bible 
things, family things, and volunteer things.  
 
Volunteer things means that we hope to improve a 
process of recruiting, training, and utilizing 



volunteers. Volunteers are important not just 
because we need them to help with the number of 
students in the youth and children’s departments, 
but because I suspect there are people who have 
been called specifically to these ministries and their 
calls should be recognized and supported.  
 
Family things means that we would like to create 
more fellowship opportunities that put parents and 
their children together. I look forward to having 
monthly opportunities for folks to grow closer to 
one another with Janice’s D.Min. project and 
family mission trip to Austin as examples par 
excellence. 
 
Bible things means that we as a committee want to 
explore how all students—from pre-K to adult 
Sunday School classes—might improve their 
biblical literacy and Bible skills. While this goal 
might go without saying, Kristen and I have seen 
that some of our students, especially ones who 
have not grown up in church, struggle with Bible 
skills like using cross references, concordances, or 
finding certain books of the Bible in a paper-and-
ink version. For children and adults, there are 
many stories that can be overlooked. In the way 
that Logos teaches worship skills which are a 
combination of worship and learning about 
worship, I am excited about what focusing on Bible 
skills might mean at all levels of Christian 
education. 
 
In December, you will not want to miss our 
Christmas pageant on December 10th or our 
Christmas services on December 24th. We 
encourage families to worship on Christmas Eve at 
5:00pm, although anyone is welcome to worship at 
either 5:00 or 7:00 pm. Childcare will be available 
for both services, but if you have additional 
children or grandchildren attending with you at 
7:00pm, please let us know so we can ensure we 
have enough nursery workers.  
 
The Christmas season is not only about looking 
back to what happened 2,000 years ago. It is a 
season of pregnant expectation of what is to come. 
I am looking forward to 2018, and hope you are 
too! 
 
Merry Christmas! 

Youth News and Events! 
 
Advent Fair Report 
On December 3 at 5 PM, FCPC held their annual 
Advent Fair to kick of the Advent season. The 
theme for this year’s fair was “Happy 
Birthday, Jesus” and, boy, did we 
throw a great birthday bash! We had 
great snacks, festive crafts, and an air 
castle to celebrate the occasion. The evening 
culminated in a cake auction run by the Youth to 
raise funds for this summer’s Mid- and Senior-
High mission trips. Thanks to the FCPC family, we 
raised over $1000! We are so grateful for the 
amazing support this church gives to our Youth 
and their endeavors. Thank you to everyone who 
made and/or bid on a dessert! 
 
Youth Assist With Christmas Pageant 
Each year, the youth serve as the chorus of the 
children’s annual Christmas Pageant. This year’s 
pageant starts at 7 on December 10. Several of the 
Youth will also have special guest appearances 
within the production and a couple will perform 
vocal solos. Make sure to get to the Fellowship Hall 
early to get a good seat!  
 
All Youth Christmas Party 
One of FCPC Youth’s best traditions is the All 
Youth Christmas Party. We exchange “white 
elephant” Christmas ornaments, eat a Christmas-
themed dinner, and watch a classic Christmas 
movie. You don’t want to miss it! See you there 
starting at 5 PM on Sunday, December 17.  
 
Holiday Break 
Starting on Christmas Eve, FCPC’s Youth will be 
on a break. We will reconvene on Wednesday, 
January 3. Emerging Adults is finished meeting for 
the semester. Our next meeting date will be 
January 25.  
 
New Website! 
 

After a LONG process, the FCPC 
website has a fresh new look. Visit 
www.fcpc.net to check it out.  One 
new feature is audio of the most 

recent sermon! If you encounter any problems or 
notice errors, please contact Kori in the church 
office. 



If you have information for the Alert, discover misinformation in any printed issue, or believe you have received 
this publication in error please contact Kori Barr by calling the church at (325) 677-3501 or email kbarr@fcpc.net. 

More Info About Giving to FCPC 
 

F o r  m a n y  Pr e sb y t e r i a n s , 
December is the time we “catch 
up” on our giving commitments 
for the year.  And it is a time when 

we are “caught up” in the generosity of the 
season. 
 
Are you aware of the tax code’s rewards for some 
special giving that includes appreciated stock and 
IRA distributions? 
 
Stock Gifts: Many Presbyterians like to make gifts 
of appreciated stocks at year-end – both for tax 
reasons and perhaps because more personal assets 
are held in investments rather than in cash. Check 
with your tax advisor to discover that you can 
give appreciated stock, not pay the capital gains 
tax...and receive the total value as a charitable 
contribution! 
 
IRA Distributions: Senior citizens aged 70½ and 
older are required to take an annual distribution 
from their individual retirement accounts. Those 
distributions may result in lower taxes if they are 
directed as charitable gifts. 
 
Perhaps this might help you maximize your gift 
to the church and our mission. Again, double-
check with your tax advisor. 
 
Breakfast on Beech Street 
 
B.O.B.S needs YOU! We're seeking 
new volunteers to join our 
Thursday teams. Come and give it 
a try! Please contact Margaret 
Beasley (692-4149) for more information.  
In October 1663 guests (81 were between 1-18 yrs. 
old) received breakfasts and lunches which 
included 2738 sandwiches plus cookies, fruit and 
a scripture.  
Year to date BOBS has served 16,185 guests (491 
youth) and given out 25,893 sandwiches!  

Garden News! 
 
Our Meditation and Community 
Garden at FCPC continues to bloom and 
prosper.  If you’d like to help work in 

the garden, the gardening hours are being 
updated for the winter to Tuesday and Thursday 
from 1 to 3 pm. 
 
Pew Sheet/Alert Information 
 
We are happy to print notes of 
gratitude, things to celebrate as a 
church family, and announcements of 
interest to the church family at large.  If you have 
information to submit to any of our church 
publications, please contact Kori in the church 
office or email kbarr@fcpc.net. 
 

Sympathy 
 
We extend our sympathies to Chris McNair and 
family on the death of his mother, to Janie Cox 
and family on the death of her mother, to Den 
Kelso on the death of his mother, to Kenneth Barr 
and family on the death of his sister, and to Anca 
Pacuraru on the death of her aunt. 
 

New Members 
 
We warmly welcome Andrew & Jeanette Potter 
and Keri Nard to the FCPC family! 
 

Congratulations and Celebrations 
 
We would like to celebrate the birth of Cason 
Matthew Andrews on October 31, son of Vanessa 
& Matt Andrews; the birth of Blake Caroline 
Roeder on November 1, daughter of Kaitlin & 
Harrison Roeder, and the birth of Gwyneth Mae 
Snowden on November 15, daughter of Sara & 
Jacob Snowden. 
 
We would also like to celebrate the baptism of 
Leah Carolyne Epstein, daughter of Courtney & 
Evan Epstein.  Leah was baptized on October 29. 


