
Friends, 
 
You know about this remarkable body of water, don’t 
you? It is at the lowest point of elevation in the world. 
Mountains all around ...and the sea is dead...precisely 
because it receives life giving water and does not pass 
it on. A lot flows in....but nothing flows out!   
 
I love the song we used to sing at summer camp 
entitled Pass It On!   
It only takes a spark to get a fire going.  
And soon all those around, can warm up in glowing. 
That's how it is with God's love, 
Once you've experienced it,  
you spread His love to everyone; 
You want to pass it on. 

 
What can you do to pass it on today? 
Is it a random act of kindness that you anonymously 
do for another? 
Maybe it is exercising what Bonhoeffer labels the first 
act of love in the church – listening to another? 
Perhaps it is giving to the church as you have never 
done before? 

Whatever it might be...it requires releasing your grip on 
those things which you have held ever so closely.  It 
involves sharing with someone who has a greater need. 
Here is a favorite prayer of Peter Marshall, the famous 
chaplain of the United States Senate: 
 
"Forbid it Lord, that our roots become too firmly 
attached to this earth,  
that we should fall in love with things. 
Help us to understand that the pilgrimage of this life is 
but an introduction, a preface, a training school for 
what is to come.  Then we shall see all of life in true 
perspective.   
Then shall we not fall in love with the things of time, 
but come to love the things that endure.   
Then shall we be saved from the tyranny of 
possessions which we have no leisure to enjoy, of 
prosperity whose care becomes a burden.   
Give us, we pray, the courage to simplify our 
lives and to give as you have given to us.  
Amen.” 
 
PS. Have you completed your estimate of giving card 
for 2020? As I write this letter you are $200,000 
short of reaching last year’s level. Yikes! Please consider 
a generous gift for the new year. 
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 is a time of expectation as we once 
again celebrate the incarnation—the coming of God in 
the flesh. It’s not only the celebration of what has been 
but what is yet to be as we anticipate the second 
coming of Christ. Advent also marks the beginning of a 
new year—based on the liturgical calendar. For those of 
us who pay attention to the rhythm and seasons of the 
church year, it’s time again for a great adventure!  
 
I like associating Advent with adventure. There’s 
something about an adventure that is inviting. 
Adventures evoke questions such as, “Where are we 
going?”, “What will we find?”, “Who will we meet?” 
“When will we get there?” All are questions that were 
probably asked by Mary, Joseph, the shepherds and 
foreigners following an unusually bright star.   
 
We ask the same questions today and throughout our 
lives. Goals, GPS and Google Maps are evidence of this 
as we attempt to chart our future. “What will we find?” 
and “Who will we meet?” are two questions that either 
invite imagination laced with hope or conjure up the 
worst-case scenarios wrought with fear and dread.  
Which of these bests describes your state of mind as 
you embark on another Advent adventure? Are you 
dragging your feet and trudging through the days on 
your way to Christmas morning, or are you 
intentionally seeking  treasures wrapped in everyday 
plain paper--treasures like realizing that you may be 
the very first person to tell a young child the story of 
Jesus’ birth. And who will you meet during this season 
of Advent—a stranger or a side of yourself you’ve never 
met? What about this: How open are you to meeting 
Christ again for the first time?  

During this season of Advent, I hope you’ll recognize 
the opportunity to embrace each day as an adventure, 
filled with possibilities and mystery, and open to 
imagination and wonder. At each turn, may you be 
open to the newness of life and all this entails. Most of 
all, may you experience an awareness of Christ’s 
presence as if for the first time! 

 
• Online giving is available? Go to 

www.fcpc.net/give for more 
information! 

• Sermons are available on the website 
for a week after they’re preached?  
Visit the FCPC website and click on the 
‘Sermon’ box to listen! 

• We have e-mail newsletters to stay 
up to date on FCPC activities? Click 
the ‘Stay Up To Date’ box on the 
website or contact the church office 
for more information. 

• We appreciate information updates at 
any time! Have you recently moved, 
switched phone numbers, or are you 
using a new e-mail address?  Let us 
know so we can keep our records up-
to-date. 



Trudy and Grace. 
 
FCPC has added two new staff members to our ranks, 
and I am so excited to start partnering with them in 
ministry! Trudy Six is our new Christian Education 
Coordinator for Special Events. This job is all about 
event planning, whipping up volunteers, and 
advertising events to the congregation, areas in which 
Trudy has a lot of experience! She has gained and 
continues to grow her skills by serving in the non-profit 
sector. Her work history includes managing the gallery 
at the Center for Contemporary Arts (CCA), directing 
the food truck ministry Mobile Loaves and Fishes in 
Austin, TX, and curating education and public programs 
at Texas A&M’s Forsyth Galleries. Trudy continues to 
work for the CCA, and she is married to Greg Six. They 
have one precious daughter, Greer, and a sweet dog 
named Becker. 
 
Grace Sosa holds the position of Coordinator of 
Children’s Ministry. Get ready to see her leading the 
“time for young disciples” during worship, organizing 
children’s church school activities, helping with Logos, 
and participating in VBS! Grace has an undergraduate 
degree in education and currently holds a teaching 
certificate for grades 7-12. She has many years of both 
formal and informal experience in children’s ministry 
including an internship at Pioneer Drive Baptist Church, 
as a summer missionary in New Orleans, and as a camp 
counselor in Ft. Davis. She is currently pursuing her 
Masters of Divinity at Logsdon Seminary here in 
Abilene, and she joined First Central with her husband, 
Carlo, at the beginning of the school year. 
 
Though both of these lovely individuals have been 
around FCPC a while as members, I hope you will take 
a moment to welcome them into their new roles the 
next time you see them.  

 
Kristen Harris-Bridwell 

Director of Christian Education 



 
Dear Friends, 
Thank you for the get well card—how very nice — I so 
appreciate it.  I hope to be back at church soon. 
I truly appreciate First Central Presbyterian and all it 
stands for.  Looking forward to joining you soon! 
Billie Alderman 
 

 
We extend our sympathies to the family of Lynn 
Wilson on his death, to Roger Huber and family on the 
death of his mother, to Ellen Brandenberger and family 
on the death of her mother, to Sheila Fox on the death 
of her cousin, to Bill Rister on the death of his brother. 
 

 
We join the Myers family in celebrating the graduation 
of Rachel Myers, who will be graduating from Howard 
Payne University with a BA in Cross-Cultural Studies on 
December 7.  The graduation will be held at 10 a.m. on 
the 7th in Mims Auditorium. 
 

MEMORIAL AND HONORARY POINSETTIAS are a 
lovely way to pay tribute to loved ones.  These 
poinsettias will adorn the sanctuary and will be 
delivered to some of our homebound members  to 
help brighten their holiday.  We have included a form in 
this Alert for your convenience, and additional forms 
are available at the church office.  You can also call the 
church office to give us your information and mail your 
donation separately.  Please return all forms and 
donations to the church office by Wednesday, 
December 18.  You may mail your donation, bring it to 
the church office, or place it in the offering plate on 
Sunday morning. 

If you have information for the Alert, discover 
misinformation, or would like to be removed 
from this mailing list, please contact Kori in the 
church office by calling (325) 677-3501 or 
email kbarr@fcpc.net. 

 
• Christmas Pageant December 8 

• Join us for our yearly Christmas Pageant at 7 p.m. on December 8. 
 
• Church-Wide Christmas Party at the Six’s December 13 

• On December 13 at 6:30 p.m. there will be a church-wide Christmas party with a white elephant gift exchange at the home of 
Janice and Gene Six, 65 Glen Abbey St.  Childcare is available at the church through Parents Night Out from 6 to 9 p.m. 

 
• Christmas Caroling December 15 

• Join us from 3-5 p.m. on December 15 as we travel around Abilene on a chartered bus to sing Christmas carols to members in 
assisted living and who have been unable to attend church. 

 
• Christmas Eve Service 

• Our traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Communion will be held on December 24 at 6 p.m. 
 
• The Church Office will be closed December 25-27 in celebration of the Christmas Holiday. 


