
 
are eight things 
that I feel are an 

absolute priority for a healthy 
church. I pray that they are in 
alignment with our priorities. 
  
1. Prioritize Children. Our 
children’s ministry is incredibly 
important. Some experts say 
that a child needs to know 5 
adults on a first name basis. We 

try to make sure that happens. Are you catching 
wind of the good things going on with what we call 
“Godly Play” and “Logos”? 

 
2. Be Friendly. I don’t mean friendly to people you 

know, or friendly to people you like, or friendly to 
people who are like you. I mean friendly to all 
people.  
 

3. Pursue Excellence. Excellence is doing the best you 
can with what you have. This means it’s not about 
the amount of money, talent or resources we have 
to work with, but how you work with the amount of 
money, talent and resources you have. 

  
4. Be Sensitive. Meaning become sensitive to what 

it’s like to come to our church as someone who is a 
newcomer, hasn’t been to a church before, and 
doesn’t know anything about the Bible. Think 

through what it would 
be like for that person 
to attend our church, 
and then think about 
how we could be a 
little more… sensitive. 

  
5. Stay Biblical. We are a 

Christian church ... and 
so we should do our best to be a Christian church. 
We are people guided by the Book. So how does 
the Good Book practically apply to life. As we 
explore and study the living Bible we continue to 
discover new ways that its teachings should apply 
to our lives. Are you growing in your knowledge of 
the Bible? Do you study the bible on an individual 
basis and also in a group face-to-face setting? 

 
6. Invite People to come with you to church and 

church activities. Do we have a culture of invitation 
at FCPC? 

  
7. Don’t Fight. It is okay to debate, have different 

opinions - but don’t fight!  Jesus said the one thing 
that would arrest the attention of the world is a 
Church that is unified in love. Which means the one 
thing that would most repel the world is a Church 
that is divided in rancor and hostility.  

  
8. Don’t overlook the power of prayer.  

Do you pray for our church and her 
witness? Start today.  
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 being a Presbyterian woman. As I’ve told 
Julia from a very young age, “We’re a 

feisty bunch!”  To quote Marg Carpenter, one of the 
feistiest among us, “I’m “sinfully proud to be 
Presbyterian.” As Presbyterian women we have a rich 
heritage of taking a stand for justice; serving as a voice 
for the voiceless; and keeping the foreign mission field 
open during the Great Depression. Presbyterian 
women consistently offer millions of dollars to support 
local, national, and international mission efforts, 
therefore carrying out one of our purposes, which is “…
to support the mission of the church worldwide.”  
     I’m excited about the 2020 Women’s Retreat and 
our guest speaker, Julie Launey, who will share about 
her experience of representing Synod of the Sun PW at 
the USA Mission Experience that was held at the Finger 
Lakes Region of New York--the home to social reform 
and religious movements. I hope that women of all 
ages from Palo Duro Presbytery and Tres Rios 
Presbyter will make a point to attend this over-night 
retreat. We have much to celebrate and many 
opportunities “…to help build an inclusive, caring 
community of women that strengthens the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses to the 
promise of God’s kingdom! (portion of the PW 
Purpose) 
     Below is the basic information you need to know to 
get the retreat on your calendar…  



 Education is a vibrant area of life 
at FCPC. I've recently shared about 

the goings on in our children's ministry with Godly Play 
and with Youth in regards to Youth Sunday that 
occurred on January 26. This month, I'd like to turn our 
attention to the many Christian Education 
opportunities offered to the adults in our church on 
Sunday morning during the church school hour.  
We have 9 adult church school classes at FCPC! Each 
class has it's own personality and focus and I will briefly 
summarize them below.               -Kristen Harris-Bridwell 
Agape 
Where? 209, 2nd Floor 
Leaders? Janice Six, FCPC's Associate Pastor 
Studying? This group looks at the sermon passages of 
the day to help prepare the class for worship. Janice 
writes the lessons. This class is great at welcoming all 
who visit! 
Amazing Grace 
Where? 202, 2nd Floor 
Leaders? Amazing Grace leadership is a group effort 
where different members chip in with leadership as 
they are able. 
Studying? A special note about Amazing Grace is that it 
is lead in either Kinyarwanda, Swahili, or French! This 
class has been walking through the whole Bible for 
quite a while now. They started in Zechariah last month 
and will be looking at that book for many weeks. 
Disciples 
Where? 212, 2nd Floor 
Leaders? This class has a teaching team of 5 people 
that rotate as needed. 
Studying? The Disciples class started a study of 
"Theology for Presbyterians" from the Being Reformed 
series on January 12. This study will continue through at 
least 9 more weeks, ending around March 22 or 29. 
Each week is a new topic and you do not need 
continuity from the week before to enjoy the study.  
Friendly 
Where? 1st Floor, Minter Room 
Leaders? This class has a teaching team between 4 or 5 
people that rotates each week. 
Studying? The Friendly class uses "The Present Word" 
curriculum and has used it for many years. This 
curriculum is updated every season (summer, fall, 
winter, and spring). It is a bible study series that works 
with the lectionary. During the month of February, the 
emphasis of this study is called "Jesus Teaches about 
True Worship." They will move from the "Winter 2019-
2020" study book to the Spring 2020 workbook at the 
beginning of March. 
Genesis 
Where? 214, 2nd Floor 
Leaders? Steve Faehnle 
Studying? This class is traditionally a bible study course. 
At this time, they are walking through the Gospel of 
Mark. Right now, this class is a great one to drop by and 
visit without pre-reading. Some time in March, Genesis 
will start a study of C.S. Lewis' book The Screwtape 
Letters. They will be aided by a study book, The 

Screwtape Letters Study Guide: A Bible Study on the 
C.S. Lewis Book The Screwtape Letters. 
Good Ground 
Where? 203, 2nd Floor 
Leaders? Garrett Briggs 
This class chooses books on various theological topics 
and does an in-depth study with assigned reading 
weekly.  They are currently studying New Testament 
Stories from the Back Side by J. Ellsworth Kalas. This 
study will have it's final session on March 22. 
Inquirers 
Where? FCPC Office Area, 1st Floor 
Leaders? Cliff Stewart, FCPC's Pastor 
When? The Inquirers class meets sporadically and 
almost never has the same members. It gathers when 
Cliff determines that there are enough new attendees 
to worship. 
Studying? This group gathers to ask questions, and 
learn about, the Presbyterian denomination and about 
life at FCPC. It is for new visitors or for any church 
attendees that would like a refresher. The first session 
of this group for 2020 occurred January 26. It normally 
goes for around 6 weeks. That's plenty of time for you 
to join in if you feel like this would be a good place for 
you! 
King David 
Where? 207, 2nd Floor  
Leaders? Susan and Bob Nethery  
Studying? The King David class is using the study 
Simon Peter: the Flawed but Faithful Disciple by Adam 
Hamilton. Purchasing this book would be a good idea if 
you would like to attend. However, there are videos 
paired with each lesson played at the beginning of each 
meeting so you can attend this class before you have 
the book. This study will end around March 22.  
New Class (This class doesn't have a name yet) 
Where? 201, 2nd Floor 
Leaders? Sara and Bill Core 
Studying? The new class began meeting together in 
November and is still in the process of working out 
their class identity. It's a very fun time to be a part of 
this group! They started a book called Studies in the 
Sermon on the Mount: God's Character and the 
Believer's Conduct on January 19. It will continue until 
between March 1 and March 15. 



 helps us to get ready. It is a time to know 
more about the One who is Easter. It is also a 

time to learn more about who we really are.” -from Godly 
Play, The Mystery of Easter lesson 
 In Godly Play, our church school program for K-
5th graders, we begin each lesson by telling the 
children, “It’s time to get ready.” The kids know this 
means they need to sit with their legs crossed and their 
hands folded at the ankles. But they also know, even 
from a young age, that getting ready is not just a 
physical position. It is also an inward preparing—taking a 
deep breath, clearing their minds, and focusing on what 
is before them. 
 I think all of us might need someone to remind 
us to get ready. Every day, we get ready for work, 
school, or whatever the day might have for us. But how 
do we take the time to quiet our bodies, our minds, and 
our spirits as we prepare for this special time in the 
church calendar? 
 One of the ways to get ready for Lent and 
Easter is our Ash Wednesday service. This was one of 
the first times that my husband, Carlo, and I attended 
at First Central last year. We loved the intimate 
gathering, the symbolism, and the peace of the service. 
For us, it was an intentional time of getting ready for 
the Lenten season. 
 Perhaps another way to get ready for Easter is 
to practice mindfulness. In Godly Play, we take things 
slowly, noticing every small detail. This is an important 
practice for adults as well. Notice the colors in the 
sanctuary change to purple as we enter the Lenten 
season. Take a moment to prepare yourself for worship 
during the prelude. Consider trying a type of centering 
prayer, such as Lectio Divina. 
 Sometimes, getting ready means preparing for 
what we trust God to do. On the first Sunday of the 
new year, we had thirteen children in Godly Play. We 
have been so encouraged by this that the Christian 
Education team has begun preparing a second Godly 
Play room for use in the fall. We hope to have a  class 
for K – 2nd graders and one class for 3rd – 5th graders. I 
hope you will join me in praying for our children’s 
ministry to continue to grow and thrive as we teach 
children these sacred stories. 
 From children to adults, I am praying for peace 
as we all learn to get ready together. 
Grace Sosa 
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry 

 
Dear Friends, 
I have sold my home of 35 years in Abilene, and now 
enjoy my new home, an apartment at The Hamptons 
Independent Senior Living in Tyler. I want to express 
my sincerest thanks to FCPC for the years of worship 
and friendship, and especially being honored with the 
“Going Away Reception” in September. I feel very 
blessed by my association with others as an elder and 
in Sunday School classes, Presbyterian Women, 
Stephen Ministry, Property committee, Phoebe’s 
Friends, M&E committee and Lifeline.  I deeply 
appreciate the strong ministry of Cliff and Janice, in all 
areas, worship, other activities, in prayer concerns and 
times of sorrow in the loss of loved ones. I salute the 
entire staff at FCPC for their devotion to leadership and 
service. My God continue to guide and bless FCPC. 
Sincerely, Barbara Craig Kelly 
 
Dear FCPC, 
I would like to extend my gratitude to a number of 
wonderful individuals and a special “someone who 
cares”.  I am thankful to be part of such a warm and 
caring church family. 
Sincerely, Traci England 
 
Dear FCPC, 
Your generous gift is much apprciated.  Without friends 
like you, we could not provide affordable housing for 
the families in our program. 
Thank you, 
Hannah Rimer 
Board Member, Habitat for Humanity 
 
Dear Knitting Group, 
Thank you so much for the hats, blankets and clothing 
you donated to the Pregnancy Care Center.  A special 
thanks to Jo Bright for the blankets that she made and 
the clothes from Ruth’s grandson.  All of these will be 
so appreciated by our mothers and babies. 
Blessings, 
Pregnancy Care Center 
 

 
We extend our sympathies to the family of Rita Feister 
on her death and to Cisco Villajuana and family on the 
death of his uncle Fernando. 
 

 
We warmly welcome Isaiah, Megan & Emma Core, 
Brett, Leanna, Bennett & Grady Grosvenor and Michael 
& Joanna Pounds to the FCPC family! 
 

 
We congratulate Daniel White and Tiffany 
Higginbotham on their marriage on January 16, 2020! 


