
 

 a prayer for the new year: 
 
May... 

 
God knead you, 
 
God lead you, 
 
God feed you, 
 
God seed you, 
 
God weed you, 
 
God speed you. 

 
Take some time here at the 
beginning of 2020 consider 
what God wants you to do 
and be in these days ahead. 
 
 
 
 
 

PS. We are struggling to get this new year started 
due to sluggish pledging. I know you care about 
your church. And I know you want us to continue 
our vital mission and ministry. But it doesn’t just 
happen. 
 
Would you consider an extra gift for the 2020 
budget? At the present time our giving projections 
are less than last year. This is highly unusual for us. 
Tough decisions will need to be made in the next 
few weeks unless people like you consider extra 
mile giving. Evie and I raised our pledge a second 
time and I would ask that you consider doing the 
same. 
 
Call the church office and ask for Barbara if you 
wish to help your church in this time of need. 325-
377-3501. 
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was way back in 2001 when FCPC and Friends: A 
Collection of Recipes by First Central 

Presbyterian Church was published, and it wasn’t much 
beyond the date of its release that the last copy was 
sold. Now in 2020, Presbyterian Women are gearing 
up to publish a cookbook to nourish both body and 
soul.      
 Not only will the book include favorite, tried-and-
true recipes, but also short meditations and prayers. 
Soon, you will be invited to submit your recipes via 
email. For those interested in contributing a meditation 
or prayer, guidelines will be provided soon. Keep in 
mind that meditations and prayers must be something 
you have written to avoid any copyright issues. Check 
the PW table and bulletin board for updates and details 
about how you can be involved in this deliciously fun 
and nourishing project.  
 Proceeds from the sale of the books will be used to 
continue the development of the FCPC Meditation 
Garden, for which PW has oversight. A little over a year 
ago, FCPC women were asked to complete a survey to 
find out what they would like to see in the garden and 
possible uses for it. The results of the survey were used 
by Adam Andrews of Willow Creek Gardens to create a 
masterplan that would reflect the expressed desires of 
those who offered input. One priority was to create the 
plan in such a way that it could be carried out in stages 
as funds became available. Another priority was to 
create a plan that would allow for minimal 
maintenance and include plants that would be green 
year around. PW is grateful for the Master Gardeners, 
who have adopted a spacious area along the parking lot 
side. Thanks to a grant they received to develop a 
pollination garden, we will have beautiful flowering 
plants that will attract butterflies and bees throughout 
the spring and summer months. A huge benefit for 
FCPC is that they provide all the plants and have the 
expertise to care for this area.   

  A recent request has been made to provide a list of 
the various ways people can contribute to the garden, 
in addition to the purchase of commemorative bricks. 
Already two trees have been purchased in memory of 
loved ones. These two trees will be part of the tree-line 
that is planned for the side bordering North Fourth 
Street. When the list is available, copies will be on the 
PW table or bulletin board in the foyer.  
 The PW vision for 2020 is to provide an attractive 
and welcoming garden that nurtures the soul and 
honors loved ones, while glorifying God as people from 
the community as well as our own members enjoy the 
beauty of God’s creation.   
 To paraphrase the words of Paul…Some plant, 
others water, but it’s God who gives the growth. 

 
• Online giving is available? Go to 

www.fcpc.net/give for more 
information! 

• Sermons are available on the website 
for a week after they’re preached?  
Visit the FCPC website and click on the 
‘Sermon’ box to listen! 

• We have e-mail newsletters to stay 
up to date on FCPC activities? Click 
the ‘Stay Up To Date’ box on the 
website or contact the church office 
for more information. 



year’s Youth Sunday will be on January 26. 
A month may sound like a long time, but in 

terms of getting ready for this special day no amount 
of time ever feels like enough. There are hymns to be 
selected, prayers to be composed, music pieces to be 
practiced, and sermons to be written.  
 Traditionally, the year’s seniors pick the theme of 
the service and divide the sermon time between them 
so that each person only needs to stand in the pulpit 
for 5 minutes or less. Something unique is happening 
this year though. We only have one senior, Rachel 
White of Wylie High School. We considered asking 
other high school students to share the load. We also 
considered writing a collaborative sermon between 
myself, the youth intern (Kelsey), and Rachel. However, 
Rachel decided that she wanted to do the whole 
sermon on her own! We are talking a full blown 15-20-
minute, 7-10-page sermon that she will preach twice in 
front of the entire congregation. I’ve already seen a 
draft (yes, already!), and I’m very excited for you all to 
hear what God is working on through her.  

 You may wonder why we do a Youth Sunday 
service every year. As the person who feels the stress 
of helping put it together, I have definitely pondered 
the purpose of this practice! Do we do it because it is 
heartwarming to see young people leading? Do we do 
it because it teaches the youth about our order of 
worship? Do we do it because it challenges our youth 
to do things that are outside their comfort zones? I 
think the answer is “yes” to every one of those 
questions. But I’d like to add another “yes.” I think we 
do it because it is good for the church at large. This isn’t 
just about what the youth learn, but about what we all 
learn when we listen to what God has to say through 
their mouths. Hearing the voice of God through diverse 
vessels is vitally important in the Body of Christ. We 
each have something that God is doing through us, and 
we learn more about who God is and who God is calling 
us to be by listening to all the voices we have in our 
community, even (maybe especially) the young ones.  
 When you come to worship on January 26, please 
pray in preparation for ears to hear what God is sharing 
with the church through our young people. Please also 
pray for our youth so they may lead us all in worship 
with confidence. See you there! 

Kristen Harris-Bridwell 
Director of Christian Education 

of people are talking about 2020 Vision for 
their church, business, and even their lives. 

Having worked as the Coordinator of Children’s 
Ministry for only a month, it is difficult for me to say 
that I have a comprehensive vision for our kids 
ministry. 
 What I have learned in my time here thus far is that 
our church already has a vision. We have a vision for 
Christian education that begins with our littlest 
members. Our church is full of people who are eager to 
help children feel valued and loved at First Central.  
 In the busiest time of the year, our volunteers were 
willing to help children make advent calendars, serve 
pizza before the Christmas pageant, teach Sunday 
School, and so much more. So, while I think our church 
already has a vision for its children’s ministry, I’d like to 
refresh our vision for Logos, which will begin again on 
January 26! 
 Logos is a wonderful program for our children on 
Sunday nights from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m. They have times 
of non-competitive games, Bible story classes, a meal, 
and a time of worship. Each week also has a special 
theme where everyone is encouraged to dress up. 
Logos has been called “a year-long VBS” and “Sunday 
school on steroids.” The extra effort put into this special 
time has attracted church members but also children 
from the community.  
 What I love about Logos is that it is holistic. In 
education, we talk a lot about different learning styles. 
Some kids will learn best through the games, where 
they are given opportunities to practice fairness, 
forgiveness, and love. Other children may learn best 
through music, as the truths in the songs play over and 
over in their heads. Still others will learn through our 
class teachers, as they bring the sacred stories to life. 
Children even learn as they gather around a table to 
enjoy a meal together, knowing that the church wants 
them to be fed, both spiritually and physically. 
 As I think about a vision for Logos, my 
encouragement is that we remember that each of 
these moments are important. Christian Education is 
not just learning the Bible stories. Every moment in 
Logos can show children that God loves them, and we 
do too. 
 This principle applies to everyone, not just our 
Logos volunteers. In 2020, may we all remember that 
every moment can be a time of learning, and that the 
sacred can always be found in the mundane. 



 
Dear First Central, 
I’m thankful this Christmas season because of your 
continued generosity.  Thanks so much for supporting 
student ministry and missions.  I’m so blessed to serve 
students and the marginalized in Washington D.C. 
This semester I’ve been working on recruiting students 
for spring and summer missions—so far I’ve met with 
over 85 students to invite them to come.  I’ve also built 
some new partnerships—an urban garden and a few 
new schools.  We’re working on revamping our 
curriculum and the Good Samaritan as well—it’s such a 
blessing to serve God this way.  Thank you for helping 
make it all possible! 
Kate Perkins Denson 
 
Dear FCPC, 
Thank you for supporting Mother Esther School in 
2019!  We are grateful for your partnership in the 
education and empowerment of girls in Kajiado, Kenya.  
This year we supported 154 girls from age 7 to 22.  We 
believe that every girl has the right to dream of a future 
that is full of joy and possibility.  You are helping us 
make those dreams come true. 
With love and gratitude, 
Mother Esther School 
 

Dear FCPC, 
Merry Christmas to you and a great 2020!  Oh! What a 
treat when the large bus drove up and some special 
friends came in to sing Christmas carols.  They had a 
perfect gift for me.  I am still full of joy remembering 
the visit of so many friends.  Thanks to all! 
Jo Bright 
 
Dear Cliff and the Carolers, 
What a great surprise the carolers were!  Allen and I so 
enjoyed seeing each one of you and hearing you sing.  
The occasion was a beautiful Christmas gift to us.  
Thank you, thank you!  God Bless all of you and Merry 
Christmas! 
Mary and Allen Wright 
 

 
We celebrate the December 22 Baptism of Cara Bevill, 
daughter of Bryce and Courtney Bevill, and the 
December 29 Baptisms of Luke Gonzales, son of Nick & 
Allison Gonzales, Henry Capko, son of Kyle & Alison 
Capko, and Harper Brokovich, daughter of Charles & 
Ashley Brokovich. 

 
• Budget Input Meeting January 5 

• A meeting open to the congregation where your input on the budget is welcomed.  We will meet at 
4:30 p.m. in the Minter Room. 

 
• Presbyterian Women Social Gathering January 19 

• Join us on the 19th from 2 to 4 p.m. to paint pottery!  All women of the church are welcome.  You can 
register at the PW table in the foyer. 

 
• Wednesday Nights Start January 22 

• Our Wednesday Night Programs will start back up for the spring on January 22.  Join us at 5:45 for an 
optional dinner (see the Pew Sheet for the week’s menu) or at 6:30 p.m. for just the program.  Friends 
are welcome! 

 
• Logos Begins January 26 

• Our first Logos program of the spring semester will be on January 26 starting at 4 p.m. 

If you have information for the Alert, discover 
misinformation, or would like to be removed 
from this mailing list, please contact Kori in the 
church office by calling (325) 677-3501 or 
email kbarr@fcpc.net. 


