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Cliff’s Notes
As you know we have begun an 
on-site worship service on Sunday 
mornings at 10:30 AM. 

Why 10:30 AM? 

We wanted to choose a time 
that is not one of our normal 

worship times (8:30 AM & 11 AM). As soon as this 
pandemic is over we will go back to both services 
because they are both unique and important. We 
have one service instead of two because we don’t 
want to try to sanitize the space in between two 
services. With one service we have an entire week 
to clean and sanitize so it will be spick-and-span 
by the following Sunday.

I am trying to communicate to all the church family 
that whichever option you choose for worship (online 
or on-site) is good. 

Sure, it is great to be back in closer proximity with 
some of our members but frankly many of us 
who are in high risk groups for Covid 19 should not 
come, at least for a while.

If you come to the 10:30 AM service, please 
remember that we are insisting on wearing masks 
and want you to sit at a proper social distance 
from one another. Families, of course, may sit 
together. And if you come with someone you may 
sit together also.

Since we are going to be the church scattered for the 
foreseeable future may I offer a few suggestions for 
staying connected even though we are apart.

 1. Pick up the phone.
 

I am proud of both our deacons and elders who 
have tried to make phone contact with the entire 
church. But it’s not just a responsibility of our 
church officers. Why don’t you pick up the phone 
and call someone that you miss? Even if you just 
leave a voicemail – it means something. Please 
relay any prayer concerns to Janice or me.

 
2. Send a note to the kids.
 

Everybody likes getting mail, but nobody likes it 
better than our church kids. If you’d like a list of 
names and addresses we are happy to furnish. 
Send a colorful note/card and it will be very 
appreciated by each of our children. Let them 
know the church loves them.

My compliments to our Christian education folks 
who are providing creative programming for the 
children online. Grace always has a good project 
for the children that can be accessed each Sunday 
morning on the web site. 



3. Gather online not just for worship.

The zoom Sunday school class on Sunday 
morning is very large but it magically divides 
into zoom rooms of 4 or 5 people for discussion. 
I’ve really enjoyed this. Carlos Sosa-Ortiz does a 
great job of leading what he calls a “confirmation 
class” for adults. 

 
4. Create socially distanced events.
 

Consider creating events that allow people 
to physically participate while honoring social 
distancing guidelines. I think I’ve already told 
you that our neighborhood has had multiple 
get-togethers which have included an ice cream 
social and a couple of hootenanny’s! Do you 
know what a hootenanny is?

  
5. Serve the community.
 

Finally, a community of faith is marked by 
service. And people seem to be craving ways 
to serve now more than ever. Get creative with 
this. Would you like to help at our Food Pantry 
on Tuesday afternoons?  There is always a 
need for Breakfast on Beech Street (BOB’s) on 
Thursday mornings at zero dark thirty. Some are 
handcrafting masks for the hospitals and also 
church.

 
All to say, this pandemic doesn’t have to be a time 
where our community of faith drifts apart. It can be 
a time when the community built on faith draws 
closer than ever before. 
 
Thankful for the way Jesus shows through your 
life,

Children’s Ministry News
I hope you had a chance to see the pictures and videos 
from our kiddos doing their online/take home VBS. (Maybe 
we should have called it Staycation Bible School?) I am 
so grateful for the volunteers and parents who made this 
possible. Many churches decided to cancel this year, but I 
am glad we could be creative and provide a fun and safe 
alternative for our children. 

Although we are now able to meet in person for worship, 
in-person Sunday School classes are not meeting at this 
time. We are continuing to provide online resources for 
families: Godly Play children’s sermons during the worship 
service, Zoom meetings on Sunday at 4:00, and interactive 
children’s videos on the church’s Facebook and YouTube 
pages.

However, I know that many children (and adults) are 
growing tired of constant technology use. Here are a few 
non-digital options for summer ministry.

Adopt-A-Child: Older members and/or people without 
children can “adopt” a child for the summer by writing them 
letters, leaving a small gift on the porch, praying for them, 
etc. Intergenerational ministry can be a blessing both to 
children and to adults as they get to know each other. 

If you are an adult who would like to volunteer to adopt a 
child this summer or a parent who would like your child to 
participate, please email me at gsosa@fcpc.net for more 
information. 

Family Devotionals: Illustrated Ministry has created 
devotionals from their curriculum so that families can grow 
in their faith together. Although it is difficult for me not to 
see our kids in person, I recognize the blessing that God 
has given us for family discipleship, as parents raise their 
children up in the love of the Lord. This series includes 12 
lessons, which include family activities, coloring pages, and 
illustrated story cards. 

If you would like to receive a family devotional guide, please 
let me know. And if you are a parent who is not receiving 
email updates from me, please let me know so that I can 
keep you up to date on all children’s ministry news!

In Christ,
Grace Sosa
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry



FCPC Communion-At-Home Photos
We hope you enjoy these photos that members of FCPC shared with us of their communion 
tables from Pentecost!



Gratitude
Thank you for the joy you bring...even to us heathens 
down here near Houston!
Denny Deady

I appreciate all the great opportunities to stay 
connected with FCPC.  I zoom with the Good 
Ground class at 10 am. and then go to the King David 
class from 10:30 to 11:30.  Both great lessons.  And, 
of course worship that is available to be watched 
after 8 a.m. and can even be viewed several times. 
Thanks for your service and dedication.
Love you,
Barbara Kelly

I appreciate your online services on Sunday.  
Wonderful message and presented excellently.
Beck Simpson (Perkins)

Miss our live services!  Hope this virus goes away, 
and we get back to normal!
Our love,
David & Janice Herd

As I began yesterday’s service I focused  on the 
art-really focused.  I was startled at the violence 
of the storm and the struggles of the apostles.   I 
was drawn into each picture, not knowing it was 
the sermon topic.  Then the sermon became more 
meaningful to me, including the hymns.   That 
worship experience touched  me as deeply as any 
past worship in the sanctuary.  I miss the stained 
glass windows and the messages they portray.
I know we as a church are in that boat right now but 
not alone.
Martha King

Sympathy
Our sympathies to Candice McCray and family 
on the death of her mother, Karen Price; to Annie 
Shadid and family on the death of her cousin, Jerry 
Paul Shadid; to Clell Wright and family on the death 
of his mother, LaVelle Wright, and to Bev Wright and 
family on the death of her brother, Larry Charles 
Brooks.

FCPC News

Breakfast On Beech Street (BOBS) serves breakfast 
and lunch for the hungry Monday through Friday.  
FCPC volunteers work on Thursdays from 5:30 AM 
to 7:30 AM.   During the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
are staying safe by sanitizing surfaces, practicing 
social distancing and wearing face masks and gloves 
while 40-60 customers come in for a carryout sack 
breakfast, lunch and coffee.
If you are interested in volunteering for BOBS, 
please contact Dave Nickel at 325-673-8919.

The Food Pantry bathroom remodel project is 
nearing completion. Many thanks to John Powell 
and Norm Ward. 
A new schedule was distributed recently that 
continues with the minimal number of volunteers 
that we have used in the past 3 months. We continue 
to serve our community using a drive-by, or walk-
by system that works well to keep everyone safe. 
We had 18 families last week, serving 41 people. 
Though our numbers are down somewhat, we 
are seeing many new people. If you know anyone 
who needs our help, please send them our way on 
Tuesday afternoons. 


