
Cliff’s Notes 
 
It is dawning on me (and I bet you 
too!) that “normal” church life as we 
knew it will probably never happen.  
Some of that is good...and some is 
unfortunate.   
 
Let’s just say there is a new reality 

and I would like to share in this Alert article some of what 
I expect to see at our beloved church. 
 
1. We will put safety first.   
 

We will get started again with public worship when 
the time is right.  At the very least we are looking for 
a 2 week decline in COVID-19 cases. The Session is 
going to review this every month.  Believe me - 
there is no one that is more eager to get back in our 
sanctuary for public worship. 
We are committed to “safe” practice whether it’s 
disinfecting or sanitizing, distancing or taking 
temperatures, there will be the expectation that all 
that can be done, should be done. 

 
2. We will continue to have an online presence. 

 
I think we have all realized that “virtual” church and 
other group experiences are an added rich 
dimension of church life.  We will continue to 
creatively work with this new dimension of 
relationships that reach out to people who have not 
been able to attend church for a long time. Also we 
have new “members” who are joining us from 
across the USA!  At least, on one recent Sunday we 
had a church school attendee who is stationed in 
the United Emirates. Wow! 
During the past few weeks Kristen Harris-Bridwell 
has been meeting with the adult church school 

teachers for teacher training which has been quite 
helpful. 

 
3. We will have a new perspective on what it means 

to “attend” church. 
 

Of course, we will value your physical presence on 
our church campus, but we will lift high the value of 
“digital” attendance also.  Here is something good 
about the pandemic. It has forced us to strengthen 
“virtual/digital relationships” with one another.  
When we get back to “physical” church I hope we 
can have educational opportunities available to 
learn how to use the website and Facebook and 
YouTube.  Some of us have stayed away from 
technological communication but now realize this 
is a mistake. 
Our interaction with one another is going to be 
“phygital.”  I did not make up that word. It is a new 
one that has grown out of the necessity for a 
seamless flow between being physically together in 
person and digitally connected via technology. 
Think of someone being introduced to your church 
through an online service. Could some of that 
online experience be seamlessly integrated into 
their (hopeful) physical attendance? For example, 
think of having children’s ministry check-in handled 
online and an app that offers additional content or 
learning in light of that Sunday’s message. Or 
maybe opportunities for people to attend a service 
in person, but then be a part of a virtual small group 
to dive deeper into the content of the series. 

 
Here is a sermon title that I want to use soon: “Normal Is 
Just A Setting On Your Dryer!”  Let’s face reality that the 
Pentecost Spirit assures us that God is out ahead of us.  
Life will not be the same. I am counting on it 
being better. 
 

From your physical and virtual friend, 

THE ALERT          June 2020 



A Note from Janice 
 
 It’s June, which has become synonymous 
with “vacation/study leave” around the Six 
household. This year’s vacation plans are a 
casualty of Covid-19, but the study plans are still 
in place. Recently, I pulled books from my library 
at home and at church and gave them away to 
the office staff, church library, and even had 
enough to take Lisa and Don Powell for their used 
bookstore on Butternut . I still have more books 
than I can possibly read over the next few years, 
but I certainly have far less than I once had! I 
make no promises that I’ll refrain from buying any 
new books, but I will certainly think twice before I 
do. That brings us to my study leave plans.     
 
 I was listening to an interview by Brene’ 
Brown with Christopher L. Heuertz, a respected 
name in circles where people know something 
about enneagrams. (The interview can be heard 
on Brene’ Brown’s podcast called “Unlocking 
Us.”) The discussion focused a great deal on 
using the enneagram as a tool when attempting 
to “explore the interior landscapes” of 
our lives and build a healthy relationship with 
ourselves. According to Heuertz but not unique to 
him, “The truth is, how we treat ourselves is how 
we treat others.” It sounds a lot like 
Jesus’s instruction, don’t you think?  “…You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” Matthew 
22:39 Anyway, the interview piqued my 
interest, so what did I do? I did what I usually do. I 
promptly ordered a couple of books on the 
subject! The two books I now have on the 
enneagram are The Sacred Enneagram and The 
Enneagram of Belonging, both by 
Christopher Heuertz. One more thing: One of the 
books has a workbook available. Yes,I ordered it, 
too. Hey, maybe I’ll learn something about myself 
during this study that will explain my book fetish. 

 

Christian Education News 
 
Summer Church School for Adults 
  
 On June 7, we will try something new at 
FCPC! Instead of meeting with our regular classes, 
we will all meet together each Sunday for a 
church-wide study. If you are not currently a part 
of a church school class, this could be a great time 
to jump in! The theme of this summer's study is 
"Confirmation for Adults." We will study all of the 
content that our young confirmands are asked to 
address each year during the confirmation 
process. Who is God? Jesus? Spirit? What about 
the Church? Bible? We will study these things 
from an adult perspective with an added section 
about why we do confirmation in the first place. 
At the end of the summer (11 weeks), we invite 
participants to write their own statements of faith 
if they wish and invite participants to reaffirm 
their faith in a worship service. These are 
voluntary activities so do not feel like we are 
taking grades!  
 Here is how this will work: Carlo Sosa, our 
newly appointed Emerging Adult and Christian 
Education Intern, will lead this class. We will start 
out utilizing ZOOM to meet together from afar. 
There will be small group discussion opportunities 
built in to the class. How this will be accomplished 
will be shared with you via email if you sign up to 
participate. This class will transition into an in-
person experience before the summer is over if 
the session deems it appropriate. 
 Will you join us for this class? If you are 
interested, email Kristen at kbridwell@fcpc.net. If 
you do not let us know, we won't be able to email 
the ZOOM links to you each week. 



Church Camp in a Box! 
 
 In an abundance of caution in the Covid-19 
pandemic and in lieu of an in-person event, the 
church camp of Palo Duro Presbytery has decided 
to offer an online camp experience for summer of 
2020 in partnership with Buffalo Gap 
Presbyterian Encampment! 
 What does this mean? We will not have 
campers come out to Buffalo Gap Encampment 
this summer. Because we don't feel like it is really 
summer without seeing and being in community 
with your camper, we are bringing camp to your 
home! Each camper will receive a "camp in the 
box" in the mail and have access to online live 
bible studies, live small group games and 
conversations, craft tutorials, and worship 
services.  
 What's in the box? Boxes will have all the 
supplies needed to make each day's camp craft, a 
song book for worship, a camp t-shirt, and a bible 
study workbook.  
 What will each day look like? A bible 
study will help us kick off each day. This study will 
be followed up by a small group time with one of 
your camper's favorite counselors. Both of these 
will be live Zoom events. Craft videos will be 
made available for campers to work on in the 
afternoon along with daily challenges to get 
campers moving and/or spending time with loved 
ones. The day will finish with an online worship 
service in the evening.  
 What do I need to participate? Each 
camper or family will need a computer or mobile 
device that is compatible with the Zoom app and 
that has a camera. If you do not have access to 
this technology, talk to us out here at the camp to 
troubleshoot solutions and/or talk to your local 
Presbyterian congregation for help. 
 What are the dates? 
Mini and Elementary Camp  
(Completed 1st-5th grade) - June 14-19 
Middle and High School Camp  
(Completed 6th-12 grade) - June 21-26 
 How do I sign-up? Visit us online 
at https://www.buffalogapcamp.org/summer-
camps to register. Because we need to mail boxes 
to camper's homes, we cannot have last minute, 
day-of registrations like we normally do. All 
campers must be registered by June 5th at noon 
(12 PM) to participate.  
 How much does it cost? We are asking for 

$45 a camper. You can pay online for camp as a 
part of your registration or by mail via check or 
cash. As always, camper-ships are available for 
those that cannot pay full price through your local 
Presbyterian church, the Palo Duro Presbytery, 
and through the church camp. Email your church 
or reply to this email for more details.  
 Special request... This has been a tough 
year for everyone and Buffalo Gap Presbyterian 
Encampment has taken quite a hit. 2021 is 
supposed to be the 100th anniversary of the 
campgrounds. The recent closures and 
cancelations have produced many concerns 
about the future the encampment and in turn the 
church camps we host each summer. Church 
camp normally costs $275 for elementary, middle 
and high school students and $165 for mini 
students. Would you consider paying the usual 
amount for your camper this year with the 
additional funds going to the 2020 operating 
budget of the Buffalo Gap Presbyterian 
Encampment? Additional funds will help us make 
it to our 100th anniversary and to invest in the 
facilities to make church camp 2021 the best year 
yet! The link to give to the encampment is in 
"section 3" at the bottom of this webpage: https://
www.buffalogapcamp.org/2020-online-
registration. 
 
We are thankful for you and your campers and we 
look forward to teaching, laughing, and hanging 
out with your campers online this year.  



Children’s Ministry News 
 
 I had the privilege of taking a May term 
course on Spiritual Formation, which had great 
insight into how we do children’s ministry and 
ministry in general. In the class, we explored 
several spiritual disciplines, including scripture 
memorization, breath prayer, lectio divina, and 
praying a labyrinth. This course was especially 
meaningful to me because it was not just about 
learning content but about pursuing intimacy with 
Jesus. 
 In church school classes and Bible studies, 
it is easy to focus more on information than on 
formation. Especially in children’s ministry, we 
want to make sure that kids memorize the stories, 
songs, and prayers that will shape their faith. 
While we want to help children learn about God, 
we also want to make sure they have 
opportunities to experience God’s presence in 
their life. 
 One of the things I love about VBS is that it 
asks kids to be on the lookout for God sightings—
moments when they saw God at work in the 
world around them. This is actually a version of a 
spiritual practice called examen, where you look 
back on your day and recognize the moments 
where you felt God’s presence. From a young age, 
children can realize that God was present when a 
friend shared a toy or when their parents gave 
them a hug. 
 We also give children opportunities to 
practice spiritual disciplines in Godly Play. The 
stories are structured not to have children recite 
facts, but to have them wonder, discover, and 
make connections. Children practice patience as 
they wait for all children to be given their feast 
(snack) before they begin eating. Our kids even 
get to practice the spiritual discipline of slowing. 
From the time they enter the room, throughout 
the story, their work, and the feast, until they 
leave, the structure of Godly Play is intentionally 
unhurried. This is a stark contrast to the constant 
excitement, movement, and rush that even 
children become accustomed to experiencing. 
 Logos teaches our children about the 
importance of community as they share a meal 
with adults and friends of different ages. It also 
shows them the power of having someone to 
mentor them and guide them on their spiritual 
journey. Even our 3&4s class learns the spiritual 
practice of worship as they sing songs and play 
with tambourines and triangles.  
 I wonder…What spiritual disciplines do you 
practice? How could we teach them to our 
children? 
In Christ, 
Grace Sosa  
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry  

Gratitude 
 
Dear FCPC, 
Thank you so very much for the beautiful knitted 
blankets and hats and special items for our moms.  
We are very thankful for your thoughtfulness toward 
them and their precious babies. 
Gratefully, 
Amanda Towns 
Pregnancy Care Center, Brownwood 
 
To all at FCPC, 
Please know that all of the sermons during this time 
at home have been an inspiration to my heart.  My 
thoughts and prayers are with you all. 
Thank you so much. 
Affectionately, 
Annabelle Allen 
 
Dear FCPC, 
I want to thank all the wonderful people at First 
Central for providing the online worship services the 
past few weeks.  Those services have been 
inspirational and important to our church body 
because we do not have a full-time pastor at this 
time nor have we been able to attend our church 
with pulpit supply.  You fulfilled the need and 
provided the spiritual sustenance we needed to get 
through these weeks.  We will attend the first service 
inside our church on May 24th.  Our interim pastor 
Joe Gambill will preside.  Please pray for the success 
of our endeavor under social distancing. Please pray 
for our PNC to be able to continue the search for a 
pastor. 
Sincerely,  
Judy Credicott, Secretary 
First Presbyterian Church 
Breckenridge, Texas 
 
Sympathy 
 
We extend our sympathies to Susan Dickerson and 
family on the death of her husband Dan Dickerson 
and to Kristen Harris-Bridwell on the death of her 
grandfather. 
 
Celebrations 
 
We celebrate with Yvan and Brigitte Randria and 
family on the birth of their grandson, Aro Costa 
Randria, who was born May 25th in North Carolina. 


