
 
Kelly was 
informed a 

number of years ago that he had 
terminal cancer.  He and his wife 
went home to cry  /  to die.  They 
prayed.  The answer was that 
they should PLAY about it. 
 

So they decided to put on a big party.  They 
invited all their friends. During the festivities, 
Orville held up his hand to make an 
announcement:   
 

"You may have wondered why I have called 
you all together.  This is a cancer party.  I have 
been told I have terminal cancer.  Then my wife 
and I realized we are all terminal!! We decided 
to start a new organization.  It is called M.T.C.  
'Make Today Count.'  
 
...And you are all charter members." 

 
Today I would like to give you a gift. The gift is 
from God and it  is “TODAY.”  I want to emphasize 
3 things: 
 
1.    Today is all you have 
2.    Today is all you need 
3.    Today is all you can handle 

We can only live now, and so we must make the 
most of  it. Today is what we have. 
 
And today is all we need so that helps us focus on 
living life creatively. There are many things we can 
do and need to do today. Even in relation to our 
larger plans and life goals, there are some steps 
that we can take today—and those are the only 
steps we need to take. 
 
Today is all we can handle—but we can handle 
today. What freedom comes when we take our 
anxious eyes off the future, when we cease 
anticipating all the problems and difficulties of 
tomorrow and focus our energy on the present! 
We know that Christ’s power is sufficient for every 
day, but that power is available only moment by 
moment. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
PS. Today I am thankful for YOU. 
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began this past week with the Ash 
Wednesday service in Fellowship Hall. 

This has become a very special time for me and many 
others who look forward each year to this 
contemplative worship experience in the round. I 
continue to be grateful for Bill and Sara Core, who 
encouraged us to offer a service for the imposition of 
ashes.  
 
     As Cliff mentioned in worship this past Sunday, one 
of the most moving times during the service for both of 
us has been when young children come forward. These 
little ones, so trusting and innocent, look up at us as we 
make the mark of the cross on their foreheads with 
ashes from last year’s dried palm branches. The first 
few years, I just couldn’t bring myself to say to these 
innocent little ones, whose age could still be counted 
on one hand, “From dust you have come and to dust 
you will return.” I can’t remember exactly what I ended 
up saying to the children, but I recall squatting down to 
look them in the eyes, trying my best to convey God’s 
love and mercy to them in terms they might 
comprehend. This year, I was ready. I decided what I 
would say as little ones came forward. I said, “God 
created you, loves you and forgives you…you belong to 
God now and always.” Am I missing the point of the 
imposition of ashes?   
 
     I know Lent is supposed to be a time when we slow 
down, reflect on our choices, and spend intentional 
time in prayer, the study of God’s Word, and acts of 
service. However, it seems like some of the busiest and 

most demanding days of the year occur during Lent. 
Maybe it’s a test of our faithfulness. With this in mind, 
I’ve given some thought as to what I might give up for 
the 40 days (not counting Sundays) leading up to 
Easter Sunday. I’ve decided to give up watching movies 
in the morning as I’m getting ready for the day and 
again each night as I’m winding down. In its place I’m 
going to go back to watching lectures by favorite 
theologians, available on youtube.com. Not only are 
they inspiring and informative, but also free. I once did 
this religiously until I  purchased Amazon Prime. With 
Amazon Prime comes access to thousands of movies—
FREE. Consequently, romantic comedies, action flicks, 
and dramas eased into my routine and eventually 
crowded out TED Talks and youtube.com. So between 
now and Easter Sunday, I pray for the discipline to use 
my time more productively than I’ve been using it the 
past year. Hopefully, I’ll continue this practice long past 
Lent. That’s what it means to turn and go another way. 
That’s what it means to repent.  

 
• New Member/Visitor Luncheon March 1 

• Are you new to FCPC? Just visiting, and want to learn more about the church? Join us for lunch and 
learn a little bit more about activities, committees, and more at FCPC!  

 
• Women’s Retreat March 6-7 

• Mark your calendars for the annual women’s retreat at Christ the King Retreat Center in San Angelo. 
This year‘s theme is “Tending the Flame” and will be led by Julie Launey, Synod of the Sun’s 
representative to the PW USA mission experience.  

 
• Sign Up for Softball by March 15 

• The 2020 season of Hard Knox softball team is starting at the beginning of March. Are you interested 
in joining us? Visit www.fcpc.net/connect/hardknox to find out more information and to join the team. 
You cannot sign up past March 15 so act fast! 



the past two months I have had the 
privilege of going to two continuing 

education experiences on behalf of FCPC. The first was 
the annual meeting of the Association of Presbyterian 
Church Educators in Little Rock, AK, and the second 
was the Youth Leader Summit at Mo Ranch here in 
Texas. Both events were focused on the future of the 
church. What formation and education needs are 
arising that church leaders need to be prepared to 
address? What will the church look like in 30 years, and 
are we ready for the changes we will need to make?   
I could share details about each workshop and lecture I 
attended, and I think many of you would enjoy those 
details. But when I think about the immediate season 
heading toward us – Lent – my mind turns to two 
special worship services I attended during my 
excursions.   
 
The first service I will talk about was a Taizé-style 
worship service at Mo Ranch. Taizé services are slow 
and repetitive. You sing the same words over and over 
again to the same tune for several minutes at a time. 
Things like: “Bless the Lord, o my soul. You alone, o 
Lord, are holy,” and “Come, Holy Spirit, Come.” There 
was no sermon. Just singing, prayers, and the reading of 
scripture. If you are not ready for a service like this, they 
can be tedious. If you are anything like me, it takes a lot 
of time to slow your mind down and focus on the 
moment you are in. Taize worship takes patience, 
focus, and self-forgiveness. You have to be intentional 
with your thoughts and work to keep your mind in the 
present moment. That’s the first word I want to keep in 
the forefront of our minds during Lent – intentional.  
 
The second service that is still resonating with me was 
at APCE. The main memory I have was from a song the 
music leaders lead us in singing, “O Christ, Surround 
Me.” Here are the last two verses:  
 

Walking behind to hem my journey   
Going ahead to light my way   
And from beneath, above, and all ways   
O Christ, surround me   
O Christ, surround me   
  
Christ in the eyes of all who see me   
Christ in the ears who hear my voice   
Christ in the hearts of all who know me   
O Christ, surround me   
O Christ, surround me  

 

Hearing and signing these words that express a desire 
for Christ’s presence surrounding and living within me 
stoked a flame that was growing dim. I was once again 
made aware that this divine spark is weaving around us 
and living within us everywhere we go. That’s another 
word for Lent – awareness.   
 
In Lent, we often give things up or add an additional 
spiritual practice for the season. We reflect on Jesus’ 
self-denial and time of preparation in the wilderness 
before he began his ministry. In these intentional 
actions and thoughts, I think we become more aware 
of Christ. We empathize with his feelings as he took 
time away in the wilderness. We are reminded of how 
he treated other people and our call to be Christians – 
“little-Christs” – to those around us. We learn that 
when we think about Christ more often, we begin to 
see and feel Christ in our lives more fully. My prayer   
for all of us this Lenten season is that we are able 
to choose some intentional action, an action that 
reminds you of Christ everyday throughout the season 
on Lent. I also pray that these intentional actions will 
lead to a heightened awareness of Christ, even in the 
mundane things of life. And I pray that this awareness 
and these intentional actions will prepare us to leave 
the wilderness with Jesus and go out with boldness into 
the ministries to which we have been called.  
  
Kristen Harris-Bridwell 
Director of Christian Education 

If you have information for the Alert, discover 
misinformation, or would like to be removed from 
this mailing list, please contact Kori in the church 
office by calling (325) 677-3501 or email 
kbarr@fcpc.net. 



it’s at school or at church, teachers 
know that their job is to help 

children learn new things. However, most teachers also 
find that children have lots to teach us. Here are a few 
things FCPC children have been teaching me. 
• We all need a place of peace. Before we have our 

“feast” (snack time) in Godly Play, we go around the 
circle, and each child has a chance to pray. One 
child’s prayer was, “God, thank you for giving us this 
place of peace.” I’m glad Godly Play can be that for 
him, and I hope that FCPC is that place for you as 
well. 

• God sees the heart. The 4th and 5th grade Logos 
class has been studying the book of Esther. One 
week, they learned that clothes are an important 
aspect of Esther’s story. Esther is given fine clothes 
before she meets the king. Mordecai morns in 
sackcloth when he learns the fate of his people, but 
he is given royal robes when he saves the king’s life. 
The class talked about what clothes tell us about 
people, but one child concluded, “It’s not about 
what we wear on the outside. The inside is what 
really counts.” 

• It is more blessed to give. I have a growing 
collection of drawings, paintings, and sweet notes 
from the children of our church. No matter how 
hard they worked to make these things, they give 
them away without reservation.  

• Stories matter. In Godly Play, we focus on telling 
Bible stories. We don’t just tell children stories 
because they are easy to understand; we tell them 
stories because they teach us about who God is and 
who we are. In adult Sunday school, we often focus 
on the letters of Paul, a new Christian book, or 
elements of theology. While these are valuable 
endeavors, let us never forget the stories which 
shaped us when we were young. 

• Jesus is real! In one Logos class, a teacher brought 
out pictures from her trip to the holy lands. These 
pictures brought the world of Jesus to life. They 
helped one child understand that these are not just 
stories. Jesus really lived and walked among us. 

• Cliff just might be in the F.B.I. During one game 
time at Logos, the children went around the circle 
and said something they were thankful for. One 
child said, “I’m thankful for Cliff and the F.B.I.!” I’m 
not sure if there was any connection, but I’ve 
definitely got my eye out now.   

Grace Sosa 
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry 

 
To the women and helpers of the church, 
I would like to thank you over and over for the 
many things they have treated me with for several 
years.  This is just a small “thank you!” 
Sincerely, Dora L. Henry 
 
Dear Knit & Crochet Group, 
Thank you so much for the hats and blankets.  
They are so precious.  Our mothers and babies will 
love these.  We appreciate your thoughtfulness. 
Blessings, The Pregnancy Care Center, Brownwood 
 
Dear FCPC Members, 
I want to thank everyone for their prayers, flowers 
and gifts you have given to my husband, George, 
who resides in Windcrest.  It is so appreciated. 
Yours in God, Charleen Thompson 
 
Dear FCPC, 
On behalf of the Jones family, thank you for your 
support and love in caring for Rita Feister and her 
family through her fight against cancer.   Your 
assistance and care for her was invaluable and so 
welcome to her and Shawna. 
Sincerely, Marilyn Burrell 
 

 
We extend our sympathies to Suzy Carroll and 
family on the death of her brother Gary Speck and 
to Kenneth Barr and family on the death of his 
brother Marion Barr, and to Mary Wright and 
family on the death of her son-in-law Cleave 
Whitener. 
 

 
We warmly welcome Allen & Beth Mullins to the 
FCPC family! 
 

 
We celebrate the baptism of Lucy Kay Edwards, 
daughter of Janelle & Tyler Edwards.  Lucy was 
baptized on February 9th. 


