
Cliff’s Notes 
 
Dear FCPC family, 
 
My friend, Phil Christopher, 
offered this advice the other 
day: “Don’t waste a crisis!” 
 
Your church is trying to take 
this advice to heart. I don’t 

think we are “spinning our wheels” but we are 
trying to do what we can to pull us together 
despite the fact that we are practicing social 
isolation. 
 
Our elders made the commitment to try to call 
everyone on the church roll. We talked to a lot of 
answering machines...and found we had some 
wrong numbers. (Reminder that if you change 
your email address, cell number, land line -- let us 
know. We don’t want to lose you!) 
 
Sunday school classes, Phoebe’s friends, Bible 
studies are meeting via “Zoom”. I have found that 
maybe the best part of our meeting on Zoom is 
the relaxed conversation at the end of the class or 
study. 
 
I have appreciated how many of you continue to 
do “mission” to others. Our Tuesday afternoon 
Presbyterian Food Pantry had to retool and rethink 
how to distribute food and at the same time avoid 
contamination both for workers and clients.  With 
great ingenuity a method has developed that gets 

food into the hands of those who need help.  
Others are in mission too! Like the “mask” makers 
who have hand sewn countless masks worn even 
today by medical folk in our hospitals.  The list 
goes on of folk who reach out to others to help. 
 
And then there is the way “online worship” has 
drawn us together. Particularly helpful has been 
our “producer” Kristen Harris Bridwell.  She now 
has a team of people who try to creatively share 
the good news of our risen Lord via mass media 
and technology. 
 
By now it is beginning to dawn on us that life, at 
least for the near future, is different.  
 
I like the sign out in front of one church that says: 
“The building is closed. The church is open.” 
 
Here is my prayer for us: That we might have a 
new “open-ness” to the way the Holy Spirit moves 
among us. That even though in our isolation the 
walls seem to be closing in on us, yet we sense 
these new opportunities for patience, courage, 
kindness and hope. 
 
Again, don’t waste a crisis. How will our 
Lord work through you that will make a 
difference? 
 
Dear God, if you cannot make us unafraid, at least 
make our fears a bridge to others. Even in our 
isolation may we feel even closer to one another 
because of the reality of your Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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A Note from Janice 
 

Phoebe’s Friends met for the first 
time since “social distancing” 
became a common term 
understood by school children 
and adults alike. Twenty-two of 

Phoebe’s Friends showed up via ZOOM for a face
-to-face, heart-to-heart mini-reunion a week or 
two ago. I shared with them from a book entitled, 
A Paradise Built in Hell by Rebecca Solnit. The 
book is an excellent read even if you choose only 
to read the chapters pertaining to New York City 
and 9-11. I chose to share about the comparison 
Solnit makes between a carnival and a disaster—
two events that seem better suited to contrast 
rather than compare. However, Solnit won me 
over.  
      
Carnivals, or feasts as they were referred to in 
ancient days, provided an upheaval, an unsettling 
of the ordinary day-to-day life within a 
community. In this way, the same can be said of 
disasters. Charles Fritz, a sociologist commenting 
on Nazi occupation of Britain, observed, “Disasters 
provide a temporary liberation from the worries, and 
anxieties associated with the past and the future 
because they force people to concentrate their full 
attention on immediate moment-to-moment, day-
to-day needs.” This being said, what worries and 
concerns has COVID-19 caused you to shove to 
the back burner? On what aspects of your life 
have you pressed the pause button or put on 
hold?  
      
While it may be frustrating to not know when life 
will return to normal, there is something to be 
gained during this interruption. Solnit claims and 
her research substantiates, that people are far 
more resilient, altruistic, creative, and adaptable 
during and immediately following disasters then 
even they might have imagined. So, I asked 
Phoebe’s Friends, “What is one thing about this 
time of social-distancing that you hope to never 
forget?” I now ask you a similar question: What 
about these last few weeks, when our routine lives 
have been suspended in time, do you hope 
continues as we move forward? 
      
I hope that as people of faith, we will take time to 
reflect on this experience and keep our eyes open 
to the good—the redeemable—outcomes that 
God has and will continue to bring forth from this 
unprecedented pandemic.       
 

A Note from Kristen 
 
We have received kind and encouraging feedback 
about our online worship services, and many of 
you are asking about the process. Here you can 
read all about how the service moves from spirit, 
to paper, to camera, to screen each week. 
 
The planning process for each worship service 
begins by Tuesday of each week. It is around this 
time that Cliff or Janice is selecting the passage on 
which he or she will preach, do research, and start 
writing prayers for the worship service. They have 
one week to do this work, because on Monday at 
4 PM we head down to Perkins Chapel to film all 
of the non-musical and non-children-centric 
elements of the service. This includes any 
announcements, the call to worship, the prayer of 
confession and the assurance of pardon, the 
reading of scripture, the sermon, the prayers of 
the people, the offering, and the benediction. We 
try to treat this filming process as if you are all 
worshipping with us in person! This prayerful 
mindset helps us to be worshipful about our 
leadership. Something you may not know is we 
film everything on our iPhones! 
 
The children’s sermon is filmed on Monday at 
8:30 AM. Grace starts practicing the Godly Play 
story the week prior to filming. Some children’s 
sermons are stories from Godly Play. Right now, 
we are working through the Godly Play story 
“Getting to Know Jesus in a New Way” that will 
have its final installment on Pentecost Sunday. 
However, Grace has also utilized the elements 
from the Godly Play room at FCPC to modify a 
Godly Play story or write a story that Godly Play 
does not have as a part of its program. Learning a 
Godly Play story “by heart,” which is less about 
wrote memorization than about knowing the 
details of the story so well that one can say it in 
one’s own words, takes between 3 to 5 practice 
performances. I think we can all agree that Grace 
is doing a lovely job and that it has been nice to 
have a children’s-eye-view of the action. 
The next element that is recorded is the music. 
We’ve had different musicians help us along the 



way that have filmed on different days at 
different times. Lately, Larry, Dee, and various 
choir members arrive at the church at 1:30 on 
Tuesdays to record the hymns, the prelude, and 
the postlude. All gather in the sanctuary choir loft 
and keep 6 feet of distance from one another. 
Each musician also has his or her own 
microphone. A note on the sound: Gene Six 
graciously has allowed FCPC to borrow his 
personal sound mixing and recording system. This 
has allowed us to produce much better sound 
than if we were only using the microphone from 
our iPhones. Thank you, Gene! 
 
As each element of the service is recorded, the 
files from the phones and the sound system are 
moved to a computer in the conference room 
within the office suite. Though I was the one that 
edited our first few services, Kori Barr, the 
Christian Education Administrative Assistant, has 
become our video editor, and she is doing a 
fantastic job! She takes the footage and audio 
recorded at different times and pieces them 
together in the right order. She also takes the 
script written by either Janice or Cliff and uses that 
to show the text that you see on screen during 
the prayers and scripture readings. The photos we 
use as backdrops are either from my iPhone that I 
snap when I walk around the church or are from 
public domain image searches online. Lately we 
have used some photos from Petru Solca, our 
friend from Romania that runs NOROC and has a 
passion for photography. He has provided several 
images of Romanian Easter eggs that we have 
featured during this Eastertide.  
 
When Kori is finished editing the worship service 
together, usually by Wednesday afternoon, I 
upload the final video file to Facebook and 
YouTube and schedule the videos to premier on 
Sunday morning at 8 AM on both the Facebook 
page and the church website.  
 
The Apple computer we use for editing the 
footage, sound, and graphics together was 
donated to the church by David Baum about 
three years ago. We have used it to produce print 
content, edit high-end photos for the website 

redesign, create the video we used to promote 
the organ and sanctuary renovation project, and 
edit several mission trip review videos for 
Romanian trips and youth mission trips. David, 
this gift has made a huge difference at FCPC! 
Thank you again.  
 
The Bequests and Planned Giving committee has 
also played a large role in this process. Over the 
2017, 2018, and 2019 grant cycles, the committee 
gifted FCPC’s staff with funds to do special 
outreach projects through digital media platforms. 
This money has helped us redesign the website, 
create a new logo, purchase needed software for 
video, photo, and audio editing, buy tripods, pay 
for special streaming licenses that allow us to 
prerecord our music and publish it online legally, 
and create and maintain a digital communication 
strategy via MailChimp that has been invaluable 
during this time.  
 
The best part of this online worship service 
experience has been you, the congregation! You 
are tuning in, commenting, and sharing our 
services with your friends. This would all be for 
naught if you did not choose to set aside time and 
worship with your FCPC family online. Thank you 
for continuing to be a part of this community of 
faith, and we look forward to worshipping with 
you each week, even from afar.  
 
 
 
 
Kristen Harris-Bridwell 
Director of Christian Education 



Children’s Ministry News 
 
With summer coming quickly upon us, I want to 
let families know about all the fun opportunities 
we have for FCPC kids.   
 
• Vacation Bible School: VBS is not 

canceled! It’ll just look a little bit 
different this year. To keep our 
families and volunteers safe, our 
VBS planning team has decided to 
create an online/at-home VBS for families to 
enjoy together.   

• Beginning May 25, families can begin picking 
up VBS take-home packs for their kids. These 
packs will include crafts, snacks, games, and 
more! If you would like a pack mailed to you, 
you must let us know by May 21.   

• On May 30, First Central will release a series of 
videos similar to the way we stream church 
every Sunday. The videos will be available on 
the church website, Facebook page, and 
YouTube page. Families can pick a convenient 
time to do VBS at home—spreading it over a 
week or watching it all in one day.  This year’s 
theme is Rocky Railway: Jesus’ Power Pulls us 
Through! What an amazing theme for this 
tough time. I hope this VBS is a blessing to you 
and your family.  

• FCPC Kids Zoom Meetings: FCPC kids meet 
by Zoom on Sundays at 4 p.m. and Tuesdays 
at 9 a.m. It has been a joy to see our kiddos, 
even through a screen. We’ve enjoyed reading 
books, playing games, and chatting together. If 
your child would like to participate in these 
meetings, you can email me 
at gsosa@fcpc.net, and I will send you the 
link.   

• Craft bags are still available for pickup at the 
church! Kids will enjoy four crafts that go along 
with the Godly Play lessons in each Sunday’s 
worship service. Let us know if you would like 
us to deliver one to you.   

• FCPC Children’s Ministry Facebook Group has 
additional resources, ideas, and interactive 
videos for families. To find us, click on the First 
Central Presbyterian Church Facebook page, 
then select Groups, or just search “FCPC 
Children’s Ministry.”  

 
This summer will likely look much different than 
any summer our kids have experienced, but we 
are still working to provide creative, engaging 
opportunities for them to have fun and learn 
more about Jesus.   
 
Blessings for the journey,  
Grace Sosa  
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry  

Gratitude 
 
To the FCPC Staff, 
Thank you for keeping us together while we are 
apart.  While I miss you in person, I know we are 
all still connected! 
Nancy & Mark Diggs 
 
Dear FCPC Family, 
Let’s pray this passes soon!  Miss you all! 
Janice Herd 
 
To the FCPC Staff, 
Thank you for the wonderful services online.  Your 
reassuring words are much appreciated at this 
time...a time when tone is as appreciated as 
message.  I’m so grateful to have you all in my life.  
Special prayers for Mary Ann, who struggles with 
loss, made worse by social distancing.  You are a 
blessing to so many. 
Denny Deady 
 
To FCPC, 
Thank you so much for the masks for the ARMC 
Cath Lab team!  We appreciate you! 
Sincerely, ARMC Cath Lab Staff 
 

Sympathy 
 
We extend our sympathies to Charlene 
Thompson on the death of her sister Virginia 
Belock and to Kay Wilson on the death of her aunt 
Jaunice Boyd. 
 
Online Worship—Need Help? 
 
As we do our part to help prevent the spread of COVID-19, 
we realize that our move to online worship may not work for 
everyone.  Are you unable to join us for our online worship 
services?  The reason doesn’t matter—we want to help 
everyone join in as best we can during this difficult time. 
 
If you are having trouble accessing the online worship 
service for any reason, please contact the church office and 
we will help figure out a solution that works best for you.  
We have several options available to help, so please contact 
us no matter what reasons you have for not being able to 
watch the online worship service.  You can call the office at 
325-677-3501 or email kbarr@fcpc.net. 
 
An Important Note Regarding the Church Calendar: 
 
We have not included a church calendar in the Alert this 
month due to numerous schedule disruptions and a high 
degree of uncertainty on when events will resume.  As soon 
as we resume “business as usual” we will send out an 
updated church calendar.  Thank you for your 
understanding. 


