
Dear Church family, 
 
Sunday, November 5 is a day for us to consecrate our “estimates of giving” 
commitments for 2018. Our theme is “Love So Amazing” which comes from one of 
my all-time favorite (maybe my favorite?) hymn: ”When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross”. 
 
We really mean it when we say that our giving is in response to God’s amazing love. 
We deliberately do not present a budget to you – so that you “pledge” to a budget. 
On the contrary, we ask you to give as an act of sacrificial worship. We remember all 
that God gives to us – indeed life itself. 
 
It is so easy to say: “This is mine.” But in reality everything is God’s. We are asked to 
be stewards or trustees of what God has given. 
 
This year, in particular, would you think deeply about what you can give to sustain 
your church during what might be a lean year, in light of our wonderful response this 

summer to our organ campaign?   You gave generously to our organ and sanctuary project. If now you think 
that you can draw back on your annual support to our church – we will be in great trouble. We not only need you 
to sustain your gifts from last year but we need support for the extra kinds of things we want to do in 2018. 
 
What you give is not only used for our ministry “within” but also “without”. I expect that at the end of the year 
we will look back and say that 33% of what we have given in the present year was for mission causes. 
 
I give thanks for wonderful ministry that has happened in 2017 here at FCPC. Here are a few exciting ministries 
of our church that come to mind: 
 
 Helping hands painted and renovated an entire home for someone who needed help. 
 Logos (kindergarten through fifth grade) continued its Sunday evening program. 
 Emerging Adults & Young Adults both meet on Thursday nights ministering to college-age and young 

adults. 
 Our church has 4 candidates in process for ordination in the PC USA! 
 The community garden on the corner of North 4th and Beach Street is flowering. 
 Presbyterian Medical Care Mission, Frances Buzard Presbyterian Food Pantry, the annual Coat Off Your 

Back Clothing Drive & Give-Away, and Trunk & Treat are ongoing outreach to our neighbors. 
 A group of Emerging Adults, church members, and church staff traveled to Romania to work with 

orphaned children at a day camp. 
 Middle school students participated in the first ever stay-home-mission-trip this summer and worked for 

Love and Care Ministries. 
 A new website and logo are in the works for our church. 
 
We need your reservation for the delicious barbecue Celebration lunch that will be served on November 5 at 
noon following our Consecration Sunday worship services at 8:30 AM and 11 AM. If you have not already done 
so – would you call and your reservation by November 2.   
 
We need to do this together. We need to respond to God’s “Love So Amazing”.  Call 677-3501 or email 
bmclean@fcpc.net 
 
I don’t tell you enough how much I enjoy being your pastor. You inspire me to grow in my faith.  
 
 

Now together “let’s FAITH it!” 
Blessings, 

              Love So Amazing...demands my soul, my life, my all. 



Around First Central 
 
 
How to Give to FCPC 

 
Before we say anything about how to 
give may we say something about 
why we give. We give because Jesus 
Christ has first given to us! 

 
One of the interesting things in the worship service 
in the Presbyterian Church is that the offering 
comes after the sermon very near to the 
benediction. The placement is purposeful in that 
we feel our giving is in response to what we have 
received. First, we are called to worship – then we 
receive God’s word – then we give as a response. 
 
There are no giving requirements for being a 
member of our church. What you give is between 
you and God. The only person in the church who 
knows what you give is our financial secretary. We 
don’t pressure you to give, but we do encourage 
you to give. 
 
There are several ways to give once you decide that is 
what you want to do. 
 
We have the traditional offering plate that we 
pass each Sunday morning. For accounting 
purposes if you want a tax deduction then you 
must either write a check or put it an envelope 
with your name on it. Of course, we receive cash 
gifts that someone decides to give anonymously. 
 
Another way of giving is to send your check to: 
First Central Presbyterian Church, 400 Orange St., 
Abilene, TX 79601. You may send this to the 
attention of Barbara McLean, our administrative 
assistant. 
 
Many people today arrange to have their check 
sent from the bank directly to the church. It is 
very possible that your bank will also allow 
regular monthly payments. 
At present, we do not offer online giving because 
we hesitate to pay a 2% fee for what is received 
online. However, we are reevaluating this in light 
of some who no longer have checkbooks and use 
credit cards/debit cards for all purchases. Let us 
know if you would like us to adopt this practice. 
 
Some of the things you might want to know about 
giving through our church.  
 
Your regular giving supports both our budget and 
mission giving. On the average, our church gives 
over 30% to missions. The other 70% is used for 
ministry and maintenance. You will soon find that 
we are penny pinchers.  Maybe that is because of 
our Presbyterian Scot Heritage! We do try our very 
best to stretch our dollars in the very best way 
possible. 
 
If you have other questions about financial 
giving please do not hesitate to speak with Barbara 
McLean, our Church Administrator in charge of 
financial matters. Our pastors will also enjoy 
answering questions that will be strictly between 
you and them. 

FCPC Members Participating in Art Show 
 
Three Presbyterians from First 
Central Presbyterian Church are 
having an art exhibit at The Center 
for Contemporary Arts!  
 
Julia Six and Russell Ellison are combining their art 
works for a show called, “Chaos Theory”. 
Russell will show excellent contemporary 
paintings using various media, and Julia will show 
some unique, thought-provoking installation art.  
David Baum, whose show is entitled “Mindfulness 
amid Chaos” will be displaying some incredible 
photographs. 
 
These three artists have found a way to answer the 
question, "What is the chief end of man?" 
 
Their answer is in their art: 
"Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy 
Him forever."  
 
The exhibit opens on November 8, 2017.  You are 
invited to the reception on November 11 from 

6:00pm to 8:00 p.m.  Please come and see what 
these talented, artistic Presbyterians have been 
doing. 
 
Clean Out Those Closets! 
 

It’s that time again! The Coat-Off-Your
-Back Clothing Drive & Giveaway will 
be held Sunday, November 12 from 2-
4 p.m. in Faith Hall. We need a wide 

array of sizes--fall and winter clothing for men, 
women, teens, children and infants. Soon, tables 
and clothing racks will be up in Faith Hall to 
receive clothing. It would be a BIG help for 
clothing to be placed on the table designated for 
the various categories of clothing.  
 
Christmas Eve at FCPC 
 
Christmas Eve will be different this 
year from past years.  We all realize 
that being out of our sanctuary has 
provided unique challenges for regular 
worship. This will also be true for Christmas eve. 
 
We will have two instead of one Christmas eve 
services. One will be at 5 PM and the other at 7 PM. 
The services will be held in Fellowship Hall. The 5 
PM service will be “child-friendly” with elements 
that our children will enjoy and appreciate. The 7 
PM service will be more adult oriented with some 



special music that will be meaningful and 
memorable. 
 
We are hoping that attendance will be equally 
divided. Our thought is that the early service will 
be unique enough to attract younger families 
(although everyone of all ages is invited to either 
service). Then our 7 PM service will be more 
traditional in celebration. Both services will include 
candlelight and communion. 
 
Because Christmas Eve is on a Sunday we will 
have only one morning service at 11 AM. 
 
Christian Education News 
 

It’s the most wonderful time of the 
year! 
 
Advent is one of my favorite times of 

the church year. It is a time for hot cocoa on cold 
nights, the smell of cookies and brownies wafting 
from the oven, and the bright expectation that 
peace and goodwill towards all people is on the 
rise.  
 
Especially at First Central there are times for some 
wonderful things you should be aware of. The first 
Sunday of Advent will be December 3rd, and to 
celebrate, we will be hosting our annual Advent 
Fair. There will be crafts, food, and there are even 
rumors of a bouncy castle. The cake auction is 
arguably the most enjoyable way to raise money 
for the youth group’s annual mission trip. And you 
can see the church’s youngest baristas whipping 
up seasonal specialty drinks just for you.  
 
The following week, December 10th, is something 
sure to bring the Christmas spirit in full force—the 
Christmas pageant, put on by our children and 
youth. Each year, you’ll be surprised by students 
you could have sworn were only knee high, but 
now they are playing instruments and signing. 
Angels are dancing, wise men are wandering, and 
shepherds should not be—but probably are—
hitting one another with shepherds’ crooks. Be sure 
to check the pew sheets and Mid-Week memos for 
details about rehearsal.  
 
Advent is a time of bright expectation, and I am 
writing to you so that your expectations may 
already be kindled.  
 
--Jacob Snowden, 
Director of Christian Education. 
 
Youth News! 
 
Progressive Dinner 
 
To celebrate Thanksgiving as a 
group, the Youth will participate 
in our annual Progressive Dinner 

on November 12th. During this Thanksgiving 
themed dinner, each course will be served at a 
different home of a Youth parent or church 
member. Host volunteers are still needed. Email 
Kristen at kbridwell@fcpc.net if you are interested 
in helping! 
 
Emerging Adults Continue to Meet on Thursdays 
 
FCPC’s 18-25(ish) year olds will meet EVERY 
Thursday during the month of October. Starting at 
7:30 in the Austin Youth Center, they will eat 
dinner, fellowship around the table, and discuss a 
topic related to the Christian faith. Make sure to 
send Kristen information about any interested 
Emerging Adults who might be interested in 
joining the group. 
 
The Beginning of the Holiday Season is Here! 
 
Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, the Youth will 
not have evening meetings on the 19th or the 22nd 
of November. Emerging Adults will not meet on 
the 23rd of November. Both groups will resume 
their regular schedules on Sunday, November 
26th. 
 
Garden News! 
 

Our Meditation and Community Garden at 
FCPC continues to bloom and prosper.  If 
you’d like to help work in the garden, the 
gardening hours are being updated for the 
fall to Tuesday and Thursday from 9 to 11 

am. 
 
In addition, the sidewalks around the garden have 
been replaced.  Be sure to take a stroll on the new 
sidewalk and enjoy the new, safer walkway! 
 
 
Breakfast on Beech Street 
 
B.O.B.S. continues to serve a need. In 
September 1606 guests were served 
breakfast (47 being youth).  That 
brings our year's total to 14,522 
breakfasts (410 being to youth). In addition, sack 
lunches including 23,156 sandwiches have been 
given out so far this year. 
 
Your monetary donations are always appreciated, 
and if you would like to be a part of a FCPC 
Thursday morning team, please contact Margaret 
Beasley at 692-4149. 
 
Thank you, PW! 
 

Thank You to Presbyterian Women for the 
replacement of two low-to-the-ground 
toilets with handicap accessible toilets. The 
two taller toilets are in the women’s room 

near Faith Hall. This practical improvement is just 
one of the many ways PW makes a difference here 
at home as well as on the mission field. 



If you have information for the Alert, discover misinformation in any printed issue, or believe you have received 
this publication in error please contact Kori Barr by calling the church at (325) 677-3501 or email kbarr@fcpc.net. 

Young Adult Bible Study 
 
Our Young Adult Thursday night 
group (YANC) meets at 7:30 pm every 
Thursday at the home of Cliff and Evie 
Stewart.  We are beginning a new study on the 
Beatitudes..  Our study begins at 7:30 followed by 
snacks at 8:30 pm.  This is a very healthy face-to-
face group that continues to build relationships 
with a spiritual undergirding. Besides that - it is a 
lot of fun.   Come give it a try. 1125 Glenwood 
Drive is the place to be on Thursday night! 
 
Help The Food Pantry 

 
The Food Pantry is preparing for 
Thanksgiving. 
The Tuesday before Thanksgiving, 

November 21st, we will be giving away our 
Thanksgiving Baskets.  We would greatly 
appreciate donations of frozen turkeys on that 
date.  Please bring them to the Food Pantry on the 
21st between 10 am and noon.  Please do not 
bring turkeys before this date, as we have no way 
to store them until the day the baskets are given 
out. 
If you would like to help with the baskets ahead 
of time, are still accepting donations of boxes of 
stuffing and instant mashed potatoes, canned 
cranberry sauce, fruit, corn and green beans, and 
cake mixes and icing. If each person gives 
generously, we can meet our goal.   
It’s also time to start thinking ahead to Christmas.  
We are collecting new and gently used toys. If 
you have toys you would like to donate, bring 
them to the church office. In addition, monetary 
donations are always appreciated.  Thank you for 
your continuing support of this vital ministry. 
 
Stay in Touch with FCPC 
 
Would you like to receive “Cliff’s 
Notes” or our Mid-Week Memo via 
email?  A good way to hear about 
FCPC Breaking News!  Put your email address in 
the offering plate, visit the church website or 
email signup@fcpc.net and say “Subscribe to 
Emails”. 

Gratitude 
 

FCPC, 

Thank you for making June’s baptism so special.  

The cross stitch, the certificate, and all the love we 

felt made this day just perfect.  A sweet memory 

we have of each girls’ baptism day because of you 

all.  Thank you again for making this day all we 

hoped it to be. 

Blessings, 

Julie & Casey Wilson 

 

Dear FCPC, 

Wow, you folks from First Central did a 

remarkable job of hosting the recent presbytery 

meeting!  Thank you for making everyone feel 

welcomed.  You did a great job of hosting the 

138th stated meeting of Palo Duro Presbytery and 

we are grateful! 

Again, thank you for your willingness to host this 

meeting.  It makes a great difference when the 

presbytery can feel welcomed and all the little 

details have been worked out ahead of time.  We 

truly appreciate all the effort that was made on 

our behalf! 

Sincerely, 

Richard A. Schempp, Executive Presbyter 

 

Sympathy 
 

We extend our sympathies to Lisa Hoover on the 

death of her mother Nelda Armstrong, to Danielle 

Delhomme and family on the death of her sister-

in-law Sheryl Author, to Jeanne Pierce and the 

Pierce family on the death of Jeanne Pierce’s 

mother Barbara Goldring and to the Pierce family 

and Ann Pierce on the death of Joe and Ann 

Pierce’s mother Betty Pierce. 

 

New Members 
 

We warmly welcome Kathryn Garcia to the FCPC 

Family! 


