
is that time once again in the life 
of the Church to focus attention on the 
subject of stewardship. It’s an 
important time in the life of our local 
church. We live literally “from-year-to-
year” and solely out of the generosity 

of our present membership. We have no vast 
endowments on which to fall back, so every fall it is 
directly up to us to provide the resources for another 
year of ministry. 
 We can easily focus on the specific needs of 
our congregation and appeal to you to support 
them. But I think this falls far short of the scriptural 
basis of stewardship. Paul, the apostle in the 8th and 
9th chapters of II Corinthians shows as much 
concern for the condition of givers as he does the 
amount of their gift. He was anxious to raise a 
generous offering from the Gentile churches to help 
the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem who were 
undergoing severe persecution. However, having the 
right motivation for such generosity was just as 
important for Paul as the size of the offering, so he 
reminded his Corinthian friends that the deeper 
reason for giving was not just the folk in Jerusalem 
who needed it, but rather that God’s generosity to 
them should be acknowledged by imitating his 

actions and thus actualizing his image in them. 
 He wrote: “Everyone, according as they purpose in 
their hearts, so let them give; not grudgingly, or of 
necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver.” The basis of 
this approach is the very nature of God and the 
motivation God had for creating the world in the first 
place. According to Genesis, God did not have to 
create – there was nothing of the spirit of grudging 
necessity about creation. God simply wanted to 
share what he was and what he had so that others 
could experience the joy of life. Seven times in the 
1st chapter of the Bible, God is pictured as saying: “It 
is good! It is good! It is very, very good!” I say that is 
the model of cheerful giving. 
 You will be receiving in the mail an invitation to 
Consecration Sunday on November 3. Come to 
either the 8:30 AM or 11 AM worship services and 
“consecrate” your estimate of giving for 2020.  Then 
at noon we “celebrate” in Faith Hall with delicious 
Joe Allen’s barbeque. Please be a part of 
both the consecration and celebration.  
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 is a debatable topic these days 
and I’m reminded that there are two sides to every 
story and the truth is usually somewhere in between. 
However, I have a good-news story to share with you—
no debate.  
     Nine of our country’s newest citizens are members 
of our church family. Fidele and Francine Kanayo and 
their 4 young adult daughters, Diane, Denyse, 
Delphine, Baraka, and one teenage son, Sami, along 
with Symphorien and Nadine Angha all passed their 
citizenship interviews a few weeks ago. All either have 
or will soon be sworn in as citizens of the United States 
of America!  
     As we were driving to the US Citizenship and 
Immigration office in Irving, Fidele was listening to a 
tutorial on US government and US History. Quietly he 
was responding to the questions. I realized as I was 
silently attempting to answer the questions, that 
without studying, I don’t know that I would pass it. 
Then the thought occurred to me: what if every five 
years all US citizens were required to pass a citizenship 
test to remain in the country? I wonder how many of 
us would be packing our bags? I’m pretty certain the 
Kanayo and Angha families along with other refugees 
and immigrants would make up the majority of citizens 
left to run the country—the country most have 
dreamed of becoming citizens. I’ve heard several adults 
who are new to the US say that they had always 
thought of the US as heaven on earth, elaborating on 
the freedoms we have and the opportunities that 
abound. They have since learned that even the US falls 
short of what God intends and has prepared for those 
who love him. Nonetheless, they will be the first to 
defend this country—flaws and all.  

     Sitting in the waiting area alongside people from 
countries around the world renewed my appreciation 
for what I’ve never been without and what I haven’t 
had to endure. It is a moving experience to see the joy, 
hope, and commitment of the newest citizens of this 
country.    
     It’s not every day or even every year that we have 
the opportunity to celebrate someone becoming a US 
citizen so Gene and I hope you will drop by our home 
on Saturday after Thanksgiving, November 30, 
between 2:30 p.m. and 4 p.m. to congratulate Fidele, 
Francine, Diane, Denyse, Delphine, Baraka, Sami, 
Symphorien, and Nadine. Our address is 65 Glen 
Abbey St., just off of Antilley Rd. Please plan to join us! 

 
• Online giving is available? Go to 

www.fcpc.net/give for more 
information! 

• Sermons are available on the website 
for a week after they’re preached?  
Visit the FCPC website and click on 
the ‘Sermon’ box to listen! 

• We have e-mail newsletters to stay 
up to date on FCPC activities? Click 
the ‘Stay Up To Date’ box on the 
website or contact the church office 
for more information. 



 a recent children’s sermon, I wanted to teach 
the children about the Christian calendar. I decided to 
use a Godly Play teaching tool to help the children 
understand the concept (pictured below). In looking at 
the circular, clock-like toy, I realized that we only have 
about one month until Advent!  
 Advent is designed to be a time of anticipation. We 
are to spend the season of Advent waiting with 
excitement and wonder, like a child perched on the 
edge of her seat waiting to open her birthday gift. 
When I was sitting on the floor of the Godly Play room 
that day looking at the toy calendar, I was experiencing 
some of the symptoms of anticipation. My heart was 
pounding, and my mind was fixed upon what was to 
come. But these symptoms were rooted in fear, not 
joy, hope, peace, and love.  

 The season of Advent is a busy and fun one at 
FCPC. The church is decorated, the Advent candles are 
lit every Sunday, and seasonal hymns are sung, and 
several special events occur on Sunday evenings. The 
Advent Fair, the Children’s Christmas Pageant, the 
Christmas Dinner, an afternoon of caroling, the 
candlelight Christmas Eve service are on our Advent 
calendar. All this anticipating culminates on Christmas 
day and the Sunday following Christmas. The word has 
become flesh, God is with us, the Messiah is here! 
 As long as I have worked in the church, I have 
approached Advent with stress and trepidation – an 
anticipation of the anticipation that does not quite 
match the spirit of the season. I know I’m not the only 
one that feels this dread leading up to the holiday 
season. I realize that my reaction to the impending 
weight of Advent church events is not in line with the 

kind of anticipation the church works toward in Advent. 
However, when any of our Advent events begin, I 
forget the stress of preparation and settle into the spirit 
of the activity.  In reflecting on my feelings, I have 
received a whisper of an idea: What if I prepared for 
Advent with as much joy, love, peace, and hope as I 
experience while watching the Christmas pageant or 
passing the flame from candle to candle during the 
Christmas Eve service?  
 I know we humans cannot force ourselves into 
positive anticipation. This forcing develops into a thin 
veneer and eventually becomes yet another burden to 
bear. My challenge to us all is to seek God’s help in 
realigning our attitudes as we prepare for the glory of 
Christmas. In stress, let’s pray for peace. In fear, let’s 
pray for hope. In angst, let’s pray for joy. In frustration, 
let’s pray for love. Let’s all invite God to transform us 
from within during this season of anticipating the 
anticipation.  

 
Kristen Harris-Bridwell 

Director of Christian Education 



 

We want to thank the ladies for the delicious food 
preparation you provided for our family before 
Bill’s Memorial Service. This token of love is greatly 
appreciated by each one of us. The Church has 
been a real blessing during this difficult time. We 
will always be grateful for your help and your 
kindness. 
With much love, 
The Bill Carroll Family  
 

 
We extend our sympathies to Kay Staton and 
family on the loss of her mother-in-law, to Becky 
Rogers on the loss of her son Chester Davis, and to 
Janice Herd on the loss of her sister.. 

 
We warmly welcome Bret Bordoc and Hannah 
Flanagon to the FCPC family!  
 

 
Evan Epstein was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel 
in the U.S. Air Force on October 31.   

Have you visited our Meditation Garden? At the heart of the 
garden is a labyrinth, or sacred path as some choose to call it.  
This ancient circuitous prayer path can be found in countries 
around the world and has withstood the test of time.  Even 
though there is no right or wrong way to experience the path, 
suggestions for walking the path are posted at the entrance.  
A person may walk it in solitude or groups of people may 
walk it together .  At the center of the labyrinth is a limestone 
cross fountain sculpted by Dale Higginbotham and given in 
memory of Dale by his family.  The descending dove near 
the entrance of the labyrinth is a gift from Amber Andrews.  
The labyrinth is dedicated in memory of Jennifer Cleveland, 
one who dreamed of creating a park or contemplative space 
in which there would be a labyrinth. 

If you have information for the Alert, discover 
misinformation, or would like to be removed 
from this mailing list, please contact Kori in the 
church office by calling (325) 677-3501 or 
email kbarr@fcpc.net. 

 
• Consecration Sunday November 3 

• Join us for our Stewardship Consecration lunch at 12 p.m. catered by Joe Allen’s BBQ. 
 
• Hanging of the Greens November 26 

• Join us November 26 at 9 a.m. as we decorate the church for the Advent season.  All are welcome.  A 
soup and sandwich lunch and devotional close out the Hanging of the Greens. 

 
• Thanksgiving Office Closure November 28-29 

• The church office will be closed November 28 and 29 for Thanksgiving. 


