
One of the great beloved preachers of the South is Fred Craddock. He tells this story 
about his father: 
 
 

“My mother took us to church and Sunday school; my father didn’t go. He complained about 
Sunday lunch being late when she got home. 
 
Sometimes the preacher would call, and my father would say, ‘Church doesn’t care about me. Just 
wants another name, another pledge. That’s the word for it, right Preacher? Pledge? That’s all they 
want - another name on the rolls, some more money in the bank.’ 
 
“I guess I heard it a thousand times. 
 
“One time my father didn’t say it. He was in the veteran’s hospital. He was down to 73 pounds. 
They’d taken out his throat and told him it was too late. They’d put in a metal tube and burned him 
to pieces with X-rays. I flew in to see him. 
 
“He couldn’t speak; couldn’t eat. I looked around the room, flower pots on all the windowsills, a 
stack of cards nearly two feet deep on the bed. Even on that fold-out tray you eat on in your 
hospital bed - a flower. 
 
“Every one of them from a person in the church. 
 
“He couldn’t speak, so he took a Kleenex box and wrote on the side of it a line from Shakespeare. 
He wrote: ‘In this harsh world, draw your breath in pain to tell my story.’ 
 
“’What is your story, Daddy?’ I said. 
 
“He wrote, 'I was wrong.’” 

 
 

♦♦♦ 
 
 
The way you get into God’s story is to say, “I was wrong. I need a better story.” 
 
You may have a lousy story, even a horror story, and it holds you back and cripples your joy. It’s time 
for you to say, “I was wrong.” 
 
Or you may think you have a good solid story and say, “In my story I always earn what I get. In the 
end - you always get what you deserve in life.”   Well that’s not true. That’s a crummy story. You are 
wrong. 
 
It is never too late to have God change your story.  Think about it.  We call it grace. 



Around First Central 
 
Dinner for 7 is Back! 

 
Come join the fun!  “Dinner for 7” is 
returning on Saturday, October 21. 
This is a GREAT opportunity to get to 
know other FCPC family members. 

One person provides the main course and opens 
up their home for 5-6 others who will bring the 
sides and desserts. Breaking Bread has always been 
one of the best ways to get to know others and 
that’s what this is all about – Food and Fellowship. 
If you would like to participate, there are sign-up 
sheets for hosts and guests on the Information 
Desk in the foyer. Hosts and their guests will be 
notified by Monday, October 16. Childcare is 
available by contacting the church office. 
 
“Weatherization Day” is Saturday, October 21 
 
This is a great day when many from 
our congregation join hands to help 
others in Abilene. Our task is to help 
weatherize homes for people who 
could not otherwise afford it. It really is a lot of 
fun. We gather at 7:30 AM on Saturday morning, 
October 21 at the church. 
 
Sign in, eat a little breakfast, receive orientation 
and instructions. Then were off ready to do our 
mission work. We have been assigned six homes 
and need six solid teams of five along with the 
team leader. 
 
When we finish we will enjoy a lunch provided by 
Habitat for Humanity at 350 Cornerstone. 
(Between 11:30 AM and 2 PM.) 
 
Sign-up sheet on the information desk or reply to 
this email or call the church office (677-3501). 
 
Inquirer’s Class at FCPC 

 
The Inquirer’s Class answers questions 
new members and visitors might have 
about FCPC and the Presbyterian 
faith.  What do Presbyterians believe?  

How does our church work?  A great class for 
those interested in joining, new members, or just 
those who want to know more about the church! 
All are welcome.  This class, led by our senior 
pastor, Cliff Stewart, will meet during the Sunday 
School hour in the church office area fopr the next 
few weeks. Missed the class so far?  That’s okay—
feel free to join us next week! 
 
Trunk-n-Treat 
 
Trunk-n-Treat will be here soon, and 
unless we want to be overrun by 
mummies, ninjas, princesses, and 
pirates, we need candy! Look for the 

Trunk-n-Treat box. Drop off a little, drop off a lot, 
or give money marked for Trunk-n-Treat so we can 
bring smiles to hundreds of children who will pass 
through our parking lot on October 29th from 5:00 
pm until the candy runs out.  
 
Christian Education News 

 
October marks a time of 
significant changes. Worship at 
First Central has changed places. 
Children change into all manner 

of things for Halloween. And this year, we 
remember 500 years of change. That’s right, 
October 31, 2017, marks 500 years since the 
inception of the Protestant Reformation.  
 
Changes are afoot, and below are a few of our 
theme changes in Logos, Wednesday Night Supper 
Studies, and the details about Trunk n’ Treat, when 
everyone has the chance to change into 
superheroes, princesses, and (my favorite) quippy 
thinking kinds of costumes.  
 
Upcoming Logos Nights 
Oct. 1 Superhero night 
 8 Johnny Appleseed 
 15 Mr. Potato Head 
 22 Mystery Night 
 29 Trunk N’ Treat!!! 
 
Wednesday Night Programs 
Oct. 4 Tom Copeland 
 11 NOROC – The Mission Report 
 18  Loretta Fulton 
 25 Doug Foster – The Reformation at 500 
Nov. 1 Doug Foster – The Reformation at  
  500, Part II 
 
Trunk N’ Treat   
Trunk N Treat will be from 5-7 pm, October 29th, 
in place of Logos. Bring costumes, kids, and candy! 
We will be taking candy contributions in the office 
for the month of October, so if you don’t want to 
buy candy for the hundreds of people who come 
through the parking lot, we will have plenty to 
distribute to your trunk if you run low. This is a 
very fun evening for the whole family. Costumes 
are not a requirement, but they are awfully fun!
  
Otis Redding sang that it’s been a long time 
coming, but a change goin’ come. The church of 
which we are a part is Reformed and always 
reforming. By God’s grace we are empowered to 
be the change the church and the world needs. As 
the Reformation at 500 is celebrated, I hope you are 
finding ways to make positive changes for you and 
others. We can be the change we wish to see in the 
world, and we can be the change that God has 
called us to be. You make a difference when you 
join the activity of First Central. Happy 
Reformation Day!  
 



Youth News and Events! 
 
All Youth Lock-In 
The Lock-In will begin on Friday, 
October 27th at 9 PM and will run until 
6:30 AM the next morning. This Lock-In 
will be Halloween themed! Come ready 
to watch some scary movies, play games 
in the dark, eat tasty treats, and to fight back the 
sun by staying up ALL NIGHT! We will end the 
evening with a home-cooked breakfast.  
 
Youth Volunteer at Trunk N’ Treat 
Every year, the Youth help during the Trunk N’ 
Treat event by painting the faces of the children 
who attend the event and by serving popcorn in 
the Youth popcorn machine. Come dressed in your 
best costume (Kristen will be in the Care Bear 
outfit!) at 3:00 PM on October 29th ready to have 
some fun serving the Abilene community! 
 
Changes in the Mug Stop 
We’ve got a few new drinks on the menu that we 
think you will LOVE! Come see us and try our 
pour-over-style coffee as well as our iced lattes. If 
you come buy a tasty cold drink (or any drink of 
your choice), your money will go directly towards 
Senior-High Mission Trip scholarships. Also, the 
Youth Group member behind the bar will receive 
$5 in their mission trip “bank account” for every 
shift they work at the Mug Stop. If you don’t drink 
coffee or tea, you can still support the mission trip 
by leaving a tip in the Mug Stop tip jar J. 
 
Want to Know More About Our Youth? 
Do you want to keep up with what the Youth 
Group has going on? Follow us on Instagram 
@fcpcyouth for pictures and videos. Download the 
GroupMe app and email Kristen at 
kbridwell@fcpc.net to receive text messages about 
events. If you want to receive calendar reminders, 
send Kristen your email address and she will send 
you the subscription list. 
 
Emerging Adults Continue to Meet on Thursdays 
FCPC’s 18-25(ish) year olds will meet EVERY 
Thursday during the month of October. Starting at 
7:30 in the Austin Youth Center, they will eat 
dinner, fellowship around the table, and discuss a 
topic related to the Christian faith. Make sure to 
send Kristen information about any interested 
Emerging Adults who might be interested in 
joining the group.  
 
Garden News! 
 
Our Meditation and Community Garden at 
FCPC continues to bloom and prosper.  If 
you’d like to help work in the garden, the 
gardening hours are being updated for the 
fall to Tuesday and Thursday from 9 to 11 
am. 
 
In addition, the sidewalks around the garden have 
been replaced.  Be sure to take a stroll on the new 
sidewalk and enjoy the new, safer walkway! 

How to Give to FCPC 
 

Before we say anything about how 
to give may we say something 
about why we give. We give 
because Jesus Christ has first given 

to us! 
 
One of the interesting things in the worship service 
in the Presbyterian Church is that the offering 
comes after the sermon very near to the 
benediction. The placement is purposeful in that 
we feel our giving is in response to what we have 
received. First, we are called to worship – then we 
receive God’s word – then we give as a response. 
 
There are no giving requirements for being a 
member of our church. What you give is between 
you and God. The only person in the church who 
knows what you give is our financial secretary. We 
don’t pressure you to give, but we do encourage 
you to give. 
 
There are several ways to give once you decide that is 
what you want to do. 
 
We have the traditional offering plate that we 
pass each Sunday morning. For accounting 
purposes if you want a tax deduction then you 
must either write a check or put it an envelope 
with your name on it. Of course, we receive cash 
gifts that someone decides to give anonymously. 
 
Another way of giving is to send your check to: 
First Central Presbyterian Church, 400 Orange St., 
Abilene, TX 79601. You may send this to the 
attention of Barbara McLean, our administrative 
assistant. 
 
Many people today arrange to have their check 
sent from the bank directly to the church. It is 
very possible that your bank will also allow 
regular monthly payments. 
At present, we do not offer online giving because 
we hesitate to pay a 2% fee for what is received 
online. However, we are reevaluating this in light 
of some who no longer have checkbooks and use 
credit cards/debit cards for all purchases. Let us 
know if you would like us to adopt this practice. 
 
Some of the things you might want to know about 
giving through our church.  
 
Your regular giving supports both our budget and 
mission giving. On the average, our church gives 
over 30% to missions. The other 70% is used for 
ministry and maintenance. You will soon find that 
we are penny pinchers.  Maybe that is because of 
our Presbyterian Scot Heritage! We do try our very 
best to stretch our dollars in the very best way 
possible. 
 
If you have other questions about financial 
giving please do not hesitate to speak with Barbara 
McLean, our Church Administrator in charge of 
financial matters. Our pastors will also enjoy 
answering questions that will be strictly between 
you and them. 



If you have information for the Alert, discover misinformation in any printed issue, or believe you have received 
this publication in error please contact Kori Barr by calling the church at (325) 677-3501 or email kbarr@fcpc.net. 

FCPC Members Participating in Art Show 

 
Three Presbyterians from First Central 
Presbyterian Church are having an art 
e x h i b i t  a t  T h e  C e n t e r  f o r 
Contemporary Arts!  
 
Julia Six and Russell Ellison are combining their 
art works for a show called, “Chaos Theory”. 
Russell will show excellent contemporary 
paintings using various media, and Julia will 
show some unique, thought-provoking 
installation art.  David Baum, whose show is 
entitled “Mindfulness amid Chaos” will be 
displaying some incredible photographs. 
 
These three artists have found a way to answer 
the question, "What is the chief end of man?" 
 
Their answer is in their art: 
"Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy 
Him forever."  
 
The exhibit opens on November 8, 2017.  You are 
invited to the reception on November 11 from 

6:00pm to 8:00 p.m.  Please come and see what 
these talented, artistic Presbyterians have been 
doing. 
 
Young Adult Bible Study 

 
Our Young Adult Thursday night 
group (YANC) meets at 7:30 pm 
every Thursday at the home of 
Cliff and Evie Stewart.  We are 

beginning a new study on the Beatitudes..  Our 
study begins at 7:30 followed by snacks at 8:30 
pm.  This is a very healthy face-to-face group that 
continues to build relationships with a spiritual 
undergirding. Besides that - it is a lot of fun.   
Come give it a try. 1125 Glenwood Drive is the 
place to be on Thursday night! 

Gratitude 
 
Thank You 
I express my sincerest thanks for all the care and 
concern shown me during my time in the hospital 
and now in Willow Springs Health and 
Rehabilitation Center, 4934 So. 7th St. Your calls, 
cards and visits mean a lot to me. 

With grateful appreciation, 
Betty Duke and Larry 

 
Dear FCPC, 
Thank you very much for your donation to Global 
Samaritan Resources’ Food and Hope initiative!  
Our mission is to demonstrate God’s love by 
providing logistics expertise to organizations 
helping people face hardship, crisis, or disaster.  
The Food and Hope program provides the 
resources we need to work through our regional 
partners to help the people of Northern Iraq 
reclaim their lives from the tyranny of the Islamic 
State. 
Our values are “collecting kindness, giving hope, 
and serving the world to the glory of God.”  One 
of the ways we express these values is by 
committing to you to be excellent stewards of the 
resources you entrust to us.  We constantly search 
for creative ways to leverage and magnify your 
gift to expand our reach even further. 

Many blessings! 
Sincerely, Michael Bob Starr, 

Executive Director, Global Samaritan Resources 

Sympathy 
 
We extend our sympathies to Romeo Stoian and 
his family on the death of his mother, and to Jacob 
Snowden on the death of his grandmother 
Marilyn Aldrich. 
 

New Members 
 
We warmly welcome Lynette & Larry Tatum and 
Kay Staton to the FCPC family! 
 

Congratulations and Celebrations 
 
We would like to celebrate the birth of Penelope 
Alexandria Singiser, born September 19 to Elaine 
and Tim Singiser. 
 
We also celebrate the baptism of June Adams 
Wilson, daughter of Julie and Casey Wilson.  June 
was baptized on September 17, and proud 
grandparents at FCPC are Alynn and David 
Polnick. 


