
 to him who 
by the power at work 
within us is able to 
accomplish abundantly 
far more than all we can 
ask or imagine, to him 
be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations, and ever. 
Amen.                
Ephesians 3:20–21 (NRSV)  
 

 
Our stewardship campaign will culminate on 
November 4.  It is the day we celebrate the saints 
of the church. Our theme is “Fearless Generosity.”  
 
The bottom line for generosity is believing in God’s 
power at work within us. 
 
Frederick Buechner writes about what it means to 
be a saint and what it means to live joyously and 
fearlessly: 

 
“To be a saint is to be human, because we were 
created to be human. To be a saint is to live with 
courage and self-restraint; to live not with hands 
clenched to strike, to grasp, to hold tight to a life 
that is always slipping away the more tightly we 
hold it – but it is to live with hands stretched out 
both to give and to receive with gladness.  
 
To be a saint is to work and to weep for the 
broken and suffering of the world, but it is also 
to be strangely light of heart in the knowledge 
that there is something greater in the world that 
mends and renews. Maybe more than anything 
else, to be a saint is to know joy.” 
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 to the Christian Education Committee 
and our new Director of Christian Education, Kristen 
Bridwell, for an outstanding Celebration of Education! 
The novel idea of hosting a progressive brunch was 
energizing and informative. It also proved to be 
revelatory for the Singles Ministry. Each class was asked 
to share something about itself and what the class is 
studying on Sunday mornings. This is when I realized 
that the participants of the Singles Ministry can be 
described in many ways that are more definitive of 
who they are than being defined by marital status, so a 
few Sundays ago the class spent time redefining itself.  
 We began by calling out adjectives that describe 
who we are. From there we moved to the Bible and 
looked for people who might be representative of our 
class. While this resulted in a brief survey of both the 
Old and New Testament personalities, we still hadn’t 
hit upon a new name for this class which has proven to 
be made up of some of the most loyal, devoted 
members of FCPC. I have often said, if everyone 
wanted to be at church each week as much as this 
group, we’d have to double the size of our sanctuary! 
Ask the Deacons and volunteers who provide Sunday 
morning transportation and they can confirm this. Their 
enthusiasm for being active members of the church 
family is admirable. For years they have extended 
hospitality to our neighbors by being responsible for 
the hot dogs and lemonade served during Trunk and 
Treat. This is also the class that started the Coat-Off-
Your-Back Clothing Drive and Give-Away that is now 
overseen by the Larger Church Mission Committee. 
Many Sundays one or more members of the class 
serve as ushers, and one member faithfully works with 
the children during Young Disciples.   
 Reflecting on what this group values most and the 
open-arm hospitality they extend to everyone, the 
word “agape” came to mind. Agape is one of the few 
Greek words that is recognized by Christians 
everywhere as the all-inclusive, unconditional love of 
God-- the nature of which we are to have for one 
another. The nature of which this group epitomizes. As 
we discussed the definition of agape, the acceptance of 
the name became clear. So now, rather than being 
known by marital status, this group is known for the 

kind of love God extends to all and the kind of love this 
group generously shares with everyone.  

  The Agape Class meets in room 209, in the 
nook beside the Mug Stop. Each week we read and 
discuss the scripture passages that will be read during 
worship. One of the members calls it “a preview of the 
sermon.”  Anyone is welcome to drop by for a Sunday 
or join us every week.  

 
• Online giving is available? Go to 

www.fcpc.net/give for more 
information! 

• Sermons are available on the website 
for a week after they’re preached?  
Visit the FCPC website and click on 
the ‘Sermon’ box to listen! 

• We have e-mail newsletters to stay 
up to date on FCPC activities? Click 
the ‘Stay Up To Date’ box on the 
website or contact the church office 
for more information. 



 a new job comes with a lot of new goals 
and several training sessions to be able to do the job 
well. The position of Director of Christian Education at 
FCPC is no exception. Back in August, I had the 
opportunity, along with a couple other church 
members, to go to Austin for a Godly Play training. I did 
not know much about this program at the time. What I 
did know was that FCPC had used the Godly Play 
model as a children’s church program for Kindergarten 
and 1st grade students for many years. 
 I also knew some of the basics of how it worked.  
Following the children’s sermon K & 1st graders would 
leave the sanctuary and head up to the third floor to a 
bright white room with several bookshelves filled with 
what looked like sets of wooden, Christian-themed 
toys - like Noah’s ark and an advent wreath. Kids would 
sit in a circle on the floor while a storyteller would pull 
one of the toy sets off the shelf, come back to the 
circle, and tell a story using the figures. Once the 
storytelling was over, kids would go back downstairs 
and wait for their parents, who were attending the 11 
am worship service.  
 With this limited amount of information at my 
disposal, I headed to Austin. My goal was simply for 
myself and the two new people going with me to be 
trained so we could expand our volunteer base of 
trained leaders. Godly Play was just one of many areas 
that I was eager to devote attention. I was looking 
forward to checking it off my list so that I could focus 
on additional ways to increase participation in Sunday 
school across all age groups. I got much more than I 
bargained for and came away inspired to give Godly 
Play a more prominent role in our children’s ministry.  
What was so inspiring about the training? First, I was 
fully engrossed as the trained storytellers told the 
biblical stories. The stories I heard and the way they 
were told made me wish this was a Sunday school class 
I could go to as an adult! 
 We also learned that Godly Play is much more than 
just a cute way for children to learn Bible stories. Godly 
Play teaches children the language of the faith, worship 
skills, how to listen for God, and to make authentic and 
creative responses to God’s call in our lives.  It’s not just 
about hearing the stories, it’s about being nurtured in 

the faith as we engage scripture in a methodical and 
purposeful way. I discovered that a typical Godly Play 
session takes at least an hour and that the program is 
designed for stories to be repeated and expanded upon 
numerous times before children transition into middle 
school.  

 With this in mind, the newly trained storytellers 
and I wondered what it might look like to make Godly 
Play our model for the Sunday morning classes for K-
5th grade. We pitched the idea to the Christian 
Education Committee. They were willing to imagine the 
possibility with us and together we came up with a plan 
to make this a reality! The first big change has already 
been made. Godly Play will now be offered on the first 
floor rather than the third floor. The designated room is 
directly across the hall from the nursery. Eventually, 
there will be a second room equipped for Godly Play to 
accommodate more children.  
 There is much to be done between now and our 
launch date of November 3, but I’m confident we will 
be ready, thanks to enthusiastic volunteers and the 
backing of the Christian Education Committee. Note: 
We will be having two in-house training and refresher 
courses on October 5 and October 26 for experienced 
Godly Play leaders and any who are interested in 
becoming one of our trained storytellers.  
 To experience Godly Play first-hand, join us for the 
October 23rd Wednesday Night Dinner and Program. 
In addition to a story, we will offer insight into the 
genius of Godly Play.  

-Kristen Harris-Bridwell 
Director of Christian Education 



 
Dear Bequests & Planned Giving Committee, 
Thank you very much for considering our request 
for a funds contribution to the Kenya Water Well 
Mission Project and for recommending approval 
by the church Session. 
Sincerely, 
Garrett Briggs 
Larger Church Mission Concerns Committee 
 
Dear FCPC, 
Many thanks to FCPC for giving me a lovely 
bouquet of flowers.  I am really enjoying them. 
Mary K. Haffner 
 
 

 
We extend our sympathies to the family of Kelly 
Sypert and to the family of Bill Carroll on their 
passing; to Mark Beasley and family on the death 
of his mother, and to Diane Fala and family on the 
death of her father. 
 

 
We warmly welcome Rachel White, Carlo & Grace 
Sosa Ortiz, and Elizabeth & Sam Torres to the 
FCPC family!  

 
• World Communion October 6 

• Communion will be served October 6 as we celebrate World Communion Sunday. 
 
• Homecoming October 13 

• We welcome FCPC members new and old to worship with us on October 13, followed by a Dinner on 
the Grounds at 12 p.m. 

 
• Congregational Meeting October 20 

• A congregational meeting has been set for Sunday, October 20 after the 11 a.m. worship service to 
hear the report of the nominating committee and the election of officers. 

Our recent Festival of Faith speaker, Jason Byassee, was a 
big hit!  If you’d like to purchase a copy of the Festival of 
Faith services on CD, contact the church office.  The cost is 
$10 if you pick up the series at church or $12 if you would 
like it mailed to you. 

If you have information for the Alert, discover 
misinformation, or would like to be removed 
from this mailing list, please contact Kori in the 
church office by calling (325) 677-3501 or 
email kbarr@fcpc.net. 


