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Carlo’s Corner
Have you ever been to a “parking 
lot wedding” at midnight?

A few weeks ago, Grace and 
I traveled to the Metroplex 
to attend her younger sister’s 
wedding. Because Grace was a 
part of the wedding party, we 

arrived early to help set up for the rehearsal dinner. 
Pretty early in the dinner, the groom-to-be had to 
leave. He was just not feeling good at all. Come to 
find out, the poor guy tested positive for covid the 
night before his wedding. To make matters worse, 
the doctor also discovered that he had a kidney 
stone!

The couple, trying to decide the best way to move 
forward, decided to get married that very night in 
the parking lot of a La Quinta. The gathering was 
much smaller than they hoped, but they at least 
had hotel guests pop in every few minutes just 
to see why folks were gathered around a young 
couple.

Despite the circumstances, it really was a beautiful 
ceremony. My sister-in-law certainly had the 
chance to follow her vow “in sickness and in health” 
much more quickly than she anticipated. So, under 
the branches of a crepe myrtle tree, the bride and 
groom professed their holy love – before God, 
family, and each other – in the most ordinary of 
places. That parking lot truly was holy ground.

I’ve been thinking about the idea of finding God 
in the ordinary, and it got me thinking: how many 
holy moments have I missed simply because I 
wasn’t paying attention? I invite you to ponder that 
question this week and a little longer…

August 20 is our second annual Worship Evening 
at Buffalo Gap. We had a fabulous time last year, 
soaking up the last bit of sun before school began, 
eating picnics among the fellowship of church 
family, and gathering at the Trinity Tree for an 
abridged but very meaningful worship service. 

Our theme this year is “Finding God in the Ordinary.” 
Though the worship service doesn’t start until 7:30 
p.m., Buffalo Gap Presbyterian Camp opens up at 
4. The pool will be open, Grace will have a fun craft 
activity for the whole family, and we’ll have Mary’s 
popsicles! Oh, and did I mention this is all free? 
Just bring yourself and a picnic dinner! Then join us 
at the close for what will be a Spirit filled worship 
service later that evening.

Worship Evening at Buffalo Gap is just one way 
we are celebrating our “Back-to-School Blessings!” 
During the second service on August 7, we’ll have 
a Blessing of the Backpacks, where all children of 
all ages will receive a special tag and a blessing as 
they begin their new school year. FCPC is having a 
school supply drive for children in the Abilene area, 
and we have committed to helping five children 
have everything they need to go back to school. 
Find a list of needed items on the office windows 
and bring those items back to church by August 14. 
Lastly, our Church Wide Sunday School comes to 
a close August 21, but our regular Sunday School 
classes resume August 28. We’ve been so blessed 
to be led in worship by our church’s talented 
musicians and guided in great conversations by our 
wonderful teachers.

There is certainly nothing ordinary about FCPC. The 
challenge for us is: will we take a step back, be fully 
present, and open ourselves to the 
ways God moves in the ordinary? 
Once we do, we might be surprised 
at what we see.



Christian Education News
Introducing Silvia!

Hello FCPC ! 
My name is Silvia Junior, and I’m 
the new children’s ministry intern. 
A little about me; I’m originally 
from Los Angeles, California and 
moved here in 2018. I have been 

stationed here at Dyess Air Force Base and have 
always enjoyed the community that Abilene 
has to offer. I am so excited to be able to be 
apart of the incredible ministry and outreach 
that FCPC has. I have had the opportunity to 
be a part of children’s ministries in Los Angeles, 
Baja California, Honduras, El Salvador and The 
Dominican Republic. Some of my favorite 
hobbies include hiking and playing music. I 
am thrilled to see the goodness that blossoms 
from the FCPC children’s ministry, and I am so 
lucky to be a part of it! 

Introducing Joey!

Hey FCPC!
 My name is Joey Anthony 
Amador, and I am the new youth 
intern here at First Central. Although 
I have worked with kids in a daycare 
setting for many years, this is the 
first time I have officially worked in 
a ministry setting and I am ready to learn. I am 
originally from Coleman, Texas and currently 
attend Abilene Christian University where I am 
getting a Masters of Divinity in the hopes of 
eventually becoming an Army Chaplain. I am 
married to the love of my life, Emily Marlenith 
Croft Amador, who is also been excited to see 
what FCPC is really about. Some of the hobbies 
I enjoy the most are tennis, exercising, and 
I hope to add traveling to that list soon! I am 
excited to be a part of the FCPC community.  
Having already worked at Buffalo Gap camp I 
know what a great ministry FCPC has to offer 
and I am ready for what the rest of the youth 
program has to offer when the school year 

starts. Thank you all for welcoming me with 
open arms and I am excited to get to know 
everyone more. I am beyond glad to have the 
opportunity to be a part of this church and 
cannot wait to see where it goes!

Back-to-School Blessings

Back to School is quietly 
sneaking around the corner! 
We invite all children to our 
Blessing of the Backpacks on 

August 7 in both services. Children will receive 
a backpack tag and a blessing as they begin 
the new school year. All children of all ages are 
welcome to participate! Come be a part of this 
meaningful service as we prepare to bless our 
children in this new upcoming school year.

Presbyterian Children’s Homes 
and Services is having a school 
supply drive for children in the 
Abilene area, and FCPC is committed to helping 
five children have everything they need to go 
back to school. You can find a full list of needed 
items on the office windows. Take home a tag 
with the school supply needed and bring the 
items back to church by Sunday, August 14.

Come join the church family for 
our second annual “Worship 
Evening at Buffalo Gap” on 
August 20 from 4-8pm! Relax 

by the pool, bring a picnic, make a craft, or play 
some board games before we begin a beautiful 
and short worship service at the shady Trinity 
Tree. We like to think of this event as an 
opportunity to get to know and worship with 
one another in a completely new and relaxed 
way. This is an event for all people and all ages. 
We’d love to see you there as we enjoy these 
long summer nights one last time. If you can’t 
make all the fun and games, just join us for 
worship! The service begins at 7:30 p.m. For 
more information, contact Carlo Sosa-Ortiz at 
csosaortiz@fcpc.net or call the church office.



FCPC Child Safety Measures

At FCPC, we want to make 
sure your child knows 
that God loves them and that they are a part 
of God’s family. One way that we do that 
is by implementing child safety measures 
recommended by our church insurance. Here 
are the ways FCPC works to ensure your child’s 
protection.
• All clergy, staff, and children’s ministry 

volunteers pass comprehensive background 
checks through Palo Duro Presbytery.

• All clergy and staff complete child safety 
courses that address physical abuse, sexual 
abuse, neglect, and reporting procedures.

• All nursery workers complete an application, 
interview, and reference check.

• All nursery workers are certified in Child, 
Infant, and Adult CPR and First Aid.

• In addition to security cameras at the 
main entrances of the building, we have 
installed three additional security cameras 
that monitor all entrances and exits to the 
children’s wing.

• Children are always monitored by at least 
two adults (Sunday school teachers, nursery 
workers, etc.)

We want to make church a fun and encouraging 
environment for your child, but above all, we 
want FCPC to be safe. If you have any questions 
about children’s safety at FCPC, please contact 
Grace Sosa at gsosa@fcpc.net. 

Godly Play Training

Godly Play is a creative 
and imaginative approach 
to Christian formation 

that we use with our K-5th graders in church 
school. Using the Montessori method, children 
learn Bible stories using beautifully handcrafted 
pieces, open wondering questions, and a 
personalized response time. If you’re curious 
about Godly Play, we will be offering a training 
on Saturday, August 6 from 9 a.m. to noon 
(lunch provided). This training is open to anyone 
who would like to learn about Godly Play. 
Commitment to volunteering is not required. 
Please RSVP to Grace Sosa at gsosa@fcpc.net.

More News from FCPC
Bequests & Planned Giving 

With great joy each year we give 
support to wonderful mission 
purposes through undesignated 
benevolences given to our 
church. This year the amount that is being given 
is $137,000. These funds are applied for by any 
member of our congregation who advocates 
for a special mission. In 2022 we received many 
wonderful requests. This year’s recipients are as 
follows:

Abilene Interfaith Council
Africa Great Lakes Education Assistance

Big Brothers/Big Sisters
Blankets & Gloves for the Homeless

Buffalo Gap Presbyterian Encampment
FCPC Garden of Hope

FCPC Emerging Adults Ministry/Internships
FCPC Romania Mission Trip

FCPC Seminary Scholarship Fund
FCPC Livestream & Sound Equipment 

Upgrades
FCPC Online Outreach Support

Kenya Water Project
InterVarsity Support

Kairos Prison Ministry
Leupp Presbyterian Church

Menaul School
Mo-Ranch Presbyterian Assembly

NOROC
Nurture Nolan/FCPC VBS Project

Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services
Presbyterian Missionary Co-Worker Support

Presbyterian Medical Care Mission
Palo Duro Presbytery Sustaining Gift

Ruganda Chapel
Upside Down Club of Abilene/Buddy Walk

Zambia English Classes (EPAMAC)



Food Pantry News

Whew! It was quite a 
day at the food pantry 
on July 26th! Just take a 
look at the picture, and 
you will see one lonely 
bag left on the tables. 

Dave Nickel, as well as Kay Staton and Angela 
Nicolini-Starr, made numerous bags on the fly 
to keep up with the demand today. Clare Nickel 
and Shelly  Bailey were heat warriors running in 
and out as they interviewed patrons and turned 
in paperwork. We served 57 families to include 
157 people!! None of us had time to look up, but 
no one went away hungry. We were blessed 
with lots of produce to share today…nectarines, 
grapes, apples, carrots, and potatoes. We have 
much for which to be thankful. We are especially 
grateful for your donations and gifts that keep 
the pantry stocked and running.
FCPC Food Pantry Team

Breakfast on Beech Street News 

BOBS would like to recognize the 
Presbyterian Women for their 
Spring Mini-Mission that generously 
provided food and operating 
supplies.  Thank you for your support!

From January through June 2022, BOBS 
volunteers have served 6,703 guests a hot 
breakfast and have prepared 13,160 sandwiches 
for sack lunches. 

FCPC has four teams that rotate working every 
Thursday serving a breakfast of biscuits and 
gravy.  Preparations begin at 5:30 AM and we 
wrap up around 7:30 AM. 

If you are interested in joining a team or would 
like more information, please contact Dave 
Nickel at 325-673-8919.  We’d love to have you 
join us in this worthy mission of feeding those 
who are hungry!

Sanctuary and Foyer Flowers

Sanctuary and foyer flowers help 
decorate our church on Sunday 
mornings. These flowers are a lovely 

way to honor or memorialize a loved one. Your 
memorial or honorarium will be listed in the 
bulletin, as well as on a slide in the online worship 
livestream. The cost for flowers is $90 which 
covers both arrangements for the sanctuary. You 
can come by the church during the week to pick 
up the flowers if you would like to have them, 
or volunteers and deacons will deliver them to 
care facilities. The sign-up sheet for flowers in 
2022 is now available! Call the office at 325-
677-3501 to find out available dates and make 
a reservation, or look for the clipboard at the 
information desk on Sunday mornings.

Presbyterian Women Corner
Adopt A Garden Spot

The Garden of Hope is in need of 
some TLC! Please contact Kay Wilson 
to claim your adopted spot to tend throughout 
the spring and summer months! 

Garden of Hope Brick 

Dedicate a brick in honor or in memory of a 
loved one! More information can be found at 
the PW table in the foyer. 

Gratitude
Thanks to all of you continuing the effort to 
provide the online worship services.  Please 
know how very much it is appreciated.
Denny Deady

Sympathy
We extend our sympathies to Jan Bedford and 
family on the death of Bill Bedford, to Lesa 
Foreman on the death of her mother Winnie 
Ruth Liner, to Nancy Lewis-Means on the death 
of her good friend Erik Garcia, and to Amber 
Billet on the death of her stepfather.


