
THE ALERT December 2022
Cliff’s Notes

Dear FCPC Family,

Consider this: God’s main 
problem is how to give away God!  

Yes, one would think that everyone would 
want God.  Around this time of year when we 
do our Christmas shopping we sometimes 
find lines of people wanting to buy some 
specialized item. And if it is free – then 
double/triple the length of the line. What is 
the longest line you have ever waited in to 
receive something free?

Well, God wants to give away God...and 
the surprise is that people do not line up to 
receive the free gift!  Our common response 
to the offer goes something like this: ‘Lord, I 
am not worthy to receive you or anything you 
have to offer.’

During this season of the year we consider 
the Annunciation story (Luke 1:26-38) when 
the angel appears to Mary and offers a total 
grace gift. Isn’t it remarkable that Mary did not 
say: ‘I am not worthy’?  Instead Mary only asks 
for clarification. She only asks ‘how’ because 
that might ask something more of her. She 
nevers asks ‘if’, ‘whether’ or ‘why’!

Mary was an extraordinary person and should 
be our model of perfect receptivity.  It takes a 
lot of faith to say an unquestioning yes to an 
utterly free gift.

Are you tempted to say to God – ‘I am not 
worthy’?  Let me say to you -- of course, you 
are not worthy. But the Christmas Gospel 
says that was never the question anyway! The 
question to answer at Christmas is the one 
where God offers his very self to 
you. Will you say ‘yes’?



Christian Education News
A Note from Carlo

It’s been fun gearing up for all things 
Christmas at FCPC. The Christian 
Education committee and staff 
has been preparing for one of my 
favorite traditions – Advent Fair. 
This year, we’ll be going back to the 
classic cake auction, where some of 
our church’s best bakers will prepare 

tasty holiday treats. I’ve already promised myself 
that I wouldn’t bid on more than one! We’re also 
bringing back the Christmas Market, and we have 
had so many donations come in. You can find a 
last-minute holiday gift, Christmas decorations, 
or something for yourself. For the kids we’ll have a 
craft station, bounce house, ring toss, and bean bag 
toss games. We’ll also be giving out free popcorn 
and cotton candy! All this takes place December 
4th beginning at 4:30pm.

On December 11th, we’ll be having our annual 
Christmas Pageant beginning at 7pm. The kids from 
LOGOS have been working really hard with Claudia 
Walker and all the adult volunters on giving a top-
notch performance. A big thanks to all the folks for 
working with the kids, and a thanks to the parents 
for letting their little ones be a part of this FCPC 
staple.

Lastly, it’s not too late to sign up or pick up our 
church’s Advent devotional “Christmas Spoken 
Here”. Over 20 people participated in this project, 
and I have greatly enjoyed reading them every 
morning. I’m sure you’ll find it inspirational and 
thought provoking!

Merry Christmas, FCPC!

-Carlo

A Note from Grace

Confirmation classes are off to a 
great start! Our topics so far have 
been “What is Confirmation?”, “How 
do we know and trust God?”, “What is 
sin and how do we turn from it?” and 
“Who is your Lord and Savior?”. We 
will continue classes until February 
12 and end the experience with a weekend retreat. 
You will then be able to see them be confirmed in 
the spring. I am so proud of the time and effort that 
each of these young people is dedicating to this 
important task. 
I am also grateful for everyone in the congregation 

who has committed to mentoring these young 
people and coming as a special guest to our class. 
Will you be in prayer for our eight confirmands as 
they learn more about their faith and take the next 
step?

Youth Spring Events
I feel like I just introduced the calendar for the fall, 
but here we are, near the end of the year! Mark your 
calendars for these spring events.
Feb. 11: Warp’d Youth Retreat at Covenant 
Presbyterian Church in Lubbock
Feb. 17-19: Confirmation Retreat (confirmands only)
March 5: Confirmation Sunday
March 24-26: Mo Ranch Spring Retreat
May 7: Youth and Senior Sunday

Romania 2023
After over two years of Covid, we are so excited 
to reintroduce the young adult mission trip to 
Romania this summer! The trip is open to all young 
adults who will be at least 18 by the departure date. 
If you have a young adult in your life who may be 
interested, pass this information on to them!
Trip Dates: July 20-August 1, 2023
Trip Cost: $1,000 for FCPC members, $1,500 for 
Palo Duro Presbytery members, $2,000 for Synod 
of the Sun members, and $2,500 for all others. A 
$500 deposit is due on January 31 to secure a spot.
Young adults will help lead a day camp for children 
who are a part of NOROC (New Opportunities 
for Romanian Orphaned Children). They will also 
have opportunities to learn more about Romanian 
culture and history. 
For more information, contact Grace at gsosa@
fcpc.net or Carlo at csosaortiz@fcpc.net.

-Grace

More News from FCPC

In this last month of the year...we think about giving 
gifts to others. Please consider an end of the year 
gift to your church.  We try our best to meet the 
needs of many including you. We are counting our 
blessings as we again approach the end of another 
year when we will have given over 33% of what we 
have received to others beyond our four walls.  We 
also count our blessings as we see the beginning 
ministry of Grace and Carlo Sosa-Ortiz as they 
assume the duties of our beloved Janice and Kristen.  
Frankly, we need your support.
You can make a difference. Prayerfully contemplate 
your gift today. And don’t forget an end of the year 
“special” gift in someone’s memory or for a special 



purpose,
Whether through gifts large or small, or through 
your dedicated prayers, we are incredibly thankful 
for your partnership.
If you haven’t filled out your Estimate of Giving Card 
yet, it would be a huge help if you would. Estimate 
of Giving Cards are available on Sunday mornings 
in the Friendship Booklets and at the church office 
during the week. You can also fill out an Estimate of 
Giving Card online at www.fcpc.net/give.

Open Committee Hearing at the Beginning Of The 
Budget Process 

Thank you - many have stepped up 
to the plate and gone the extra mile 
to support our church’s mission and 
ministry.  Final totals are not in yet 

and we want to assure you that your estimates of 
giving for 2023 are needed if you have yet to fill 
out a card.  We work on being the church together.
Even though our final figures are not available yet, 
we are beginning our budget process.  As you know, 
we do not give to a budget per se but to the Lord...
and then when we receive the results we will say a 
prayer of thanks...and begin to formulate the new 
balanced budget proposal for the new year.  
Here is where we need your help. Before the 
committees start to come up with their priorities, we 
host an open meeting for anyone who is interested 
in the congregation.  We ask for suggestions, needs/
concerns, ideas.  You are supporting the budget with 
your generous gifts...and now we want your input.
Our meeting to which you are invited is next Sunday, 
December 4, at 3:30 pm in the Minter Room.  The 
committee chairs or their representative will be 
there. Hope you can come too. 

Memorial and Honorary Poinsettias

Memorial and honorary poinsettias 
are a lovely way to pay tribute to 
loved ones. These poinsettias will 
adorn the sanctuary and will be 
delivered to some of our homebound members 
to help brighten their holiday. A form has been 
included in printed copies of the Alert, you may pick 
up additional paper forms at the church office, and 
forms are also available in Sunday bulletins.  Please 
submit all forms by Wednesday, December 14.

New SALT Class Study for January 2023

In March of 2017, I began my most 
difficult journey to date. I became 
a parent, and the hardest part of 
parenting has been parenting the 

“Me” out of my child. I see her having the same 
reactions I have and developing the same bad habits 

that I developed as a child being acted out and 
spoken. I want better for her, but I don’t know how 
to parent those bad habits out of her, when I myself 
have not learned my lesson. Then I learned about 
the Enneagram. The Enneagram is a personality 
typing system that says we have 9 different ways 
of seeing the world, 9 different ways of reacting 
to the world and 9 different ways of being in the 
world. Some of us tend to withdraw, rebel against 
or move towards the events that naturally happen 
or people we encounter in throughout life. The 
Enneagram shows us how we are trapped in a 
box of our own design. Our self-constructed box 
is why we sometimes wish to be like others, but 
we can never quite figure out how to make that 
sustainable change in our lives. The Enneagram is 
not the single solution to our issues, but when you 
couple it with spiritual practices, or counseling, or 
other tools used for self-improvement, we see 
how it can help us learn first about ourselves, and 
then about others. Cliff gives excellent sermons, 
and the ones that make me uneasy are where he 
asks me to have compassion on others. It’s hard to 
have compassion on someone whom I may have 
completely opposing views with. 

The Enneagram provides a method for me to 
better understand where I need compassion for 
myself and compassion for others. Jesus tells us 
all the law and prophets can be summed up in 
two commandments: 1) Love God and 2) Love our 
neighbors as we love ourselves. But how can we love 
our neighbors if we don’t first love ourselves? That’s 
what the SALT Class is doing this winter. Starting 
January 8th, the SALT Class (room 205) will begin 
to learn about the Enneagram, and how we can use 
it to achieve loving ourselves and others. This class 
is going to be like most other Sunday School classes 
in that there will be a video to watch during the 
week before class, and then discussion to be had 
during the normal Sunday school hour on Sunday. 
If you would like to join us, please feel free to. If you 
have questions don’t hesitate to reach out to me by 
text or phone call at 325-370-8501. -Isaiah Core

Prayer in Perkins 

We’ve had a wonderful few months 
learning new prayer practices, singing 
together, and worshiping together 
in Perkins Chapel. We’re excited to 
announce that our church’s Guitar 
Group will lead us in worship with Christmas 
hymns and Taize for our Prayer in Perkins service in 
December! Let’s celebrate Advent together singing 
our favorite songs and reading scripture during this 
season of preparation. The next Prayer in Perkins is 
December 13 from 6 pm-6:30 pm.



Festival Of Faith with Dr. Will Willimon – January 
8-9 

William Willimon, one of America’s most 
engaging guides for how to talk Christian 
will be the upcoming speaker at First 
Central Presbyterian Church’s Festival of 
Faith  - January 8-9, 2023.  His theme will 
be “God Turned Toward You”.

Will Willimon will be another wonderful contributor 
to FCPC’s Festival of Faith series that was begun 
some 40 years ago. Over the years First Central has  
hosted speakers such as:  Craig Barnes, Ken Bailey, 
Earl Palmer, Jeb Stuart Magruder, Lloyd Ogilvie, Ben 
Witherington, Bill Carl, Cindy Rigby, Ted Wardlaw, 
Jason Byasse, James Forbes, and Peter Marshall Jr.

The church considers this series not only to be of 
spiritual encouragement to Presbyterians but a gift 
to the entire community.
Sunday, January 8
• Worship at 8:30 and 11 am - Matthew 20:1-15. 

“Seeking, Searching God.”
• 7 pm evening session with Dr. Willimon - 

Matthew 19:1-10 “How to be Saved”.

Monday, January 9
• 11:45 – 1 pm     Presentation in Fellowship Hall 

with lunch - “The Future of Preaching”.
• 1 pm     Session with pastors, professors, etc.
• 7 pm evening session with Dr. Willimon - 

Matthew 2:1-12 “Worshippers in Training”.

Other than a minimal cost ($5) for the Monday 
lunch there is no charge for attending.

Food Pantry News

During this time of Thanksgiving 
your volunteers at the food pantry 
have much for which to be thankful. 
We are thankful for the opportunity 
to meet many kind people in our 
community who are having financial difficulties. 
It is our privilege to get to serve them in small 
ways and to provide a word of encouragement. 
We are thankful for our church family and that of 
Westminster Presbyterian who give so generously 
in these difficult times. We are most thankful for the 
way God provides when we start to fear our pot will 
run empty and dry. He never fails to provide through 
you and others in unexpected ways. Thank you for 
allowing Him to use you. 
Tuesday, November 29, 2022, we provided food for 
56 families to include 29 senior citizens, 91 adults, 
and 59 children for a total of 179 people. We could 
use jars of peanut butter, boxes of granola bars, 
packets of oatmeal, and snack items. 
Your Food Pantry Team

Sympathy
We extend our sympathies to the family of Jan 
Bedford on her death and to the family of Jo Ann 
Wilson on her death.

New Members
We warmly welcome Oma Allsbrooks to the FCPC 
family!

Celebrations
We offer prayers of celebration to Charlene Fleener 
and Ray Germany on their marriage! 

Gratitude
Endless Thank-You’s to the many who had a hand 
in Coat-Off-Your-Back 2022 action and results!  It 
was a great success with 40 adults filling at least 
70 bags with clothing, shoes, and other items to 
prepare their families for winter and other times of 
the coming year.  Everyone expressed pleasure and 
gratitude as they departed.  Particular thanks go to:
  > The many who donated items;
  > Those who spent time doing sort/fold/arrange to 
prepare for Give-Away Day:  Adele, Irve Brown, Julie 
Davis, Shelley, Francine, Lesa, Ann, Garrett (there 
may have been others; these I know of).
  > The ones who worked on Give-Away Day:  Adele, 
Betsy Paige, Daniele, Carolyn, Garrett.
  > Those who did close-up duty on Monday 11/14:  
Carolyn, Carmen, Garrett did the whole thing in one 
morning; esp. Carolyn and Carmen!
  > The ones participating in Delivery to “Mission 
Thanksgiving” at Arrow Ford on Friday 11/18:  Irve and 
Garrett (others who volunteered but were
curtailed by illness, quarantine, or other reason:  
John Powell, Bob Nethery, Tommy McAlister, Ralph 
Smith).

Thanks for sharing your items, time, efforts, and 
especially your love and caring!

Garrett Briggs
OHH Dispatcher

Hello family, friends, and supporters,
This fall, as many others, is largely a season of 
“sowing seeds” and trusting God will bring fruit from 
all the networking, planning, and reaching out I’m 
doing.  Please pray all these new relationships are 
fruitful for students in the DC area and all over the 
nation.
Blessings,
Kate Perkins Denson, InterVarsity


