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Cliff’s Notes

Dear FCPC family,

If everyone thinks alike ...then 
no one is thinking!

One of the characteristics I love about FCPC 
is that we accept diversity in our theology.  
Face it – we don’t agree on everything.  It is a 
healthy sign of faith development.

On my study leave I read this from Leslie 
Weatherhead’s book entitled The Christian 
Agnostic.  Weatherhead is an author from 
a number of years back, but as I read him it 
seems as if he speaks to a lot us today. 

Weatherhead writes:

If Christ can – and he does – hold in utter 
loyalty the hearts of St. Frances and John 
Knox, of Calvin and St. Theresa, of General 
Booth and Pope John, of Billy Graham and 

Albert Schweitzer, who hold irreconcilably 
different beliefs about Him, how can belief 
and uniformity of belief be vitally important?

In essence, I think this writer is saying that 
belief is not the ultimate test of Christian 
faith. Instead, the test is whether or not we 
continue to follow, continue the process, 
continue in the faith. When you get right 
down to it faith is ultimately developed by 
each of us following Christ to the best of our 
understanding.

What do I want as an epitaph on my 
tombstone? How about: ‘He Believed’?  
Actually, when all is said and done I would 
rather have this written on my tombstone: 
‘He Followed’!

If you don’t agree with me, that’s fine...keep 
following Christ. That’s my point!



Festival of Faith
Festival Of Faith with Dr. Will Willimon – 
January 8-9 

William Willimon, one of America’s most 
engaging guides for how to talk Christian 
will be the upcoming speaker at First Central 
Presbyterian Church’s Festival of Faith  - January 
8-9, 2023.  His theme will be “God Turned 
Toward You”.

Will Willimon will be another wonderful 
contributor to FCPC’s Festival of Faith series 
that was begun some 40 years ago. Over the 
years First Central has  hosted speakers such as:  
Craig Barnes, Ken Bailey, Earl Palmer, Jeb Stuart 
Magruder, Lloyd Ogilvie, Ben Witherington, Bill 
Carl, Cindy Rigby, Ted Wardlaw, Jason Byasse, 
James Forbes, and Peter Marshall Jr.

The church considers this series not only to be 
of spiritual encouragement to Presbyterians 
but a gift to the entire community.

Sunday, January 8
• Worship at 8:30 and 11 am - Matthew 20:1-

15. “Seeking, Searching God.”
• 7 pm evening session with Dr. Willimon - 

Matthew 19:1-10 “How to be Saved”.

Monday, January 9
• 11:45 – 1 pm     Presentation in Fellowship 

Hall with lunch - “The Future of Preaching”.
• 1 pm     Session with pastors, professors, etc.
• 7 pm evening session with Dr. Willimon - 

Matthew 2:1-12 “Worshippers in Training”.

Other than a minimal cost ($5) for the Monday 
lunch there is no charge for attending.

ADDITIONALLY, a selection of Dr. Willimon’s 
books are available at the church office at a 
discounted price:
God Turned Toward Us, The ABC’s of Christian 
Faith - $15
Accidental Preacher: A Memoir - $19
Listeners Dare: Hearing God in the Sermon - 
$16
Incarnation: The Surprising Overlap  of Heaven 
& Earth - $13
Pick a book up now at the church office. They 
will also be available at all our Festival of Faith 
sessions. Dr. Willimon will be happy to sign 
your book.
PS. Will Willimon has written over 80 books.  
These are some of his best.

Christian Education News
A Note from Carlo

So much changed has happened 
this past year. With Janice’s 
retirement and Kristen serving in 
Romania, Grace and I have seen 
our roles adjust in unexpected 
but meaningful ways. I’m so 
thankful to be serving as the 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

and to work with the children of this church. I’m 
so blessed to not only have great kids in this 
ministry, but a great team of parent volunteers 
who are committed to providing their children 
top-notch Christian education. 
Though I was initially unsure of how the kids 
would take in this new change, I believe I was 
properly initiated and accepted by the end 
of LOGOS. Our kids all lined up and (a bit too 
enthusiastically) flung a pie in my face. I should 
add that this was to raise money for our church’s 
Food Pantry. But what a great memory!
We finished the year strong, and we have many 
more fun events in store for 2023. We’ll kick 
off the calendar with “Dr. Jemima’s Spectacular 
Science Show” on January 22. This event will 
be open to our church family and the public 
and will have us learning about cool chemical 
reactions while having fun. The following week, 
we’ll begin our LOGOS season that all our 
children love. I’m looking forward to another 
great year of children’s ministry and invite you 
to join in on the fun!

-Carlo



A Note from Grace

Like many of us, I enjoy reflecting 
on the past year as we enter a new 
one. 2022 has been an amazing 
year for me, and much of that is 
thanks to the wonderful church 
family at FCPC. In my personal life, 
I trained and ran a half marathon and got to 
celebrate my sister’s wedding. 2022 was the year 
that I passed my ordination exams, graduated 
with my Master’s of Divinity, and passed my 
final assessment with the Committee on 
Preparation for Ministry.
 But most importantly, this was the year 
that Carlo and I began working at First Central 
full-time. With this added time, we have had the 
privilege to assist with liturgy, visit members in 
the hospital, attend committee meetings, and 
preach. 
So as I reflect on 2022, here are my favorite 
FCPC memories from this year:
Spring
• Helping our confirmands write their 

statements of faith and then hearing them 
read them to the session. Maddie Russell 
even wrote a poem! Watching Katie 
Tobolt tell the Godly Play story about 
baptism to our children, lighting a candle as 
she said each of their names

• Conducting science experiments with our 
kids before Godly Play

• Dressing up as the Lorax, a Lego, and Johnny 
Appleseed for LOGOS

Summer
• Looking out into a congregation of people 

wearing Pentecost flame headbands—even 
our most serious members!

• Joining our children in singing “Passport to 
Peace” with the musical talents of Beth and 
Allen Mullins

Fall
• Practicing stillness and silence at Prayer in 

Perkins
• Acting out a skit about Zacchaeus with 

the youth group and playing on the new 
playground after the lesson

Winter
• Watching our children and families enjoy 

the bouncy house, auction, and snacks at 
Advent Fair

• Hearing new elders and deacons answer 
the question, “When did God become real 
to you?” at our December session meeting

• Watching the youth unwrap a saran wrap 
White Elephant gift full of trinkets and puns 
made by Esther Mwema

• Emily Roach (3rd grade) leading us in singing 
Christmas carols, even the second and third 
verses!

I hope you have as many wonderful church 
memories as I do from this year, and I am 
praying for an even more memorable 2023!

-Grace

More News from FCPC
Presbyterian Women Corner

Phoebe’s Friends: Have you ever 
considered going on a pilgrimage? 
Are you thinking…passport, airline 
ticket, hiking a dusty trail laden 
with a cumbersome backpack? 
What if you could journey with 
friends from the comfort of your 

reading chair, carrying only a book, pen and 
journal? Join Phoebe’s Friends on January 16, 
2023, for the introduction to our spring study 
From Eden to Heaven: Spiritual Formation for 
the Adventurous, by Abilene’s own Kelly Pigott.  
A masterful storyteller, Dr. Pigott combines 
scriptural, historical, theological and personal 
narratives to describe the “path that all believers 
travel as they seek to follow Jesus, mature in their 
faith, and explore their most common fears and 
deepest questions.” Our first meeting will be in 
the Fellowship Hall. Copies of the book will be 
available for purchase, or you may choose to 
order your own copy or the Kindle edition. The 
cost of the book is $18. Phoebe’s Friends gathers 
each week on Monday mornings from 10 a.m. 
to 11:30. Childcare can be available. Contact 
Kori in the church office and let her know if this 
would be of help to you. kbarr@fcpc.net.

Celebration of Winter Cookbook 
Sampler Dinner: Join us on Feb. 
1 at 5:30, before the Wednesday 
night program to enjoy some of our 
favorite recipes from Thyme to Eat. 
You can also purchase a cookbook if 
you have not already.



Mini-Missions: Our January and 
February mission project is to 
support Presbyterian Children’s 
Homes and Services. Thank you to 
everyone who participated in the 

Angel Tree and bought Christmas presents for 
children in our community. For the next two 
months, we are asking for donations of white 
glue, shaving foam, contact lens solution, lotion, 
Model Magic clay, Play-Doh, balloons, trouser 
socks, uncooked rice, rubber bands, googly eyes, 
mini pom-poms, low temp glue gun and glue 
sticks, sensory balls, and popsicle sticks. You can 
drop these items off in the PW missions bucket 
or in the church office.

Prayer in Perkins 

Have you been feeling rushed? 
Anxious? Feeling like your world is 
going 100 miles per hour? Why don’t 
you join us in our brand-new prayer 
service where we take a moment to 
rest in God’s presence. Prayer in Perkins meets 
every second Tuesday of the month in Perkins 
Chapel for just 30 minutes. It’s the perfect place 
to join others in prayer, read scripture, and sing 
praises to God. Prayer in Perkins will meet again 
on January 10 at 6 pm. 

The Mug Stop is Reopening!

Mug Stop is reopening! The Mug 
Stop will reopen on January 
8 from 9:30-10:50 a.m. All 
proceeds from the Mug Stop go 

directly to youth missions. When you buy your 
Sunday morning coffee at the Mug Stop, you 
make it possible for students to afford to travel 
to unfamiliar places to serve those in need. We 
will have americanos, lattes, cappuccinos, teas, 
hot chocolate, and more!

Sympathy
We extend our sympathies to Sidney Levesque 
and family on the death of her father; to June 
Hamm and family on the death of her brother; 
to Janis Test and family on the death of her 
brother-in-law; to Lori Clark on the death of her 
father; and to Winona Somervill on the death of 
her brother.

New Members
We warmly welcome Marie Rose, Kezo, Koren 
and Jaso Uwimbobozi, John Bittrick, Pat Petty 
and Pat Sweatt to the FCPC family!

Celebrations
Congratulations to Nick Tobolt for graduating 
from his LVN program at Cisco College and 
to Grace Sosa for graduating with her Master 
of Divinity from ACU’s Graduate School of 
Theology.

Gratitude
December 11th’s Worship Service was a spiritual 
introduction to the Christmas season at FCPC.  
Included were congregational singing of beloved 
Christmas hymns, instrumental and vocal music 
and inspiring reading of scriptures.  Thank you 
to everyone who contributed to the service for 
your special Christmas gift to our congregation.
Martha King

Frances and I thank you for all the prayers, 
calls, texts, emails and cards you sent. Your 
response to my surprise medical situation was 
overwhelming. The pathology report came back 
with good news – a Christmas present of sorts. 
There’s still a journey ahead. If anyone doubts 
the power of prayer, just ask me. The physical, 
emotional and spiritual strength your prayers 
gave me was immense. Thank you and thanks 
be to God.
Doug Williamson

It’s been a year of much rethinking-- what’s the 
best model for reaching students today? How 
can we communicate how Christian justice work 
differs?
But also a year of much renewal. Seeing students 
again capture God’s heart for justice and meet 
people on the margins who changed their 
perspectives was a reminder of why I’ve been 
in this work for so long. This year I celebrated 
15 years of ministry with Justice Programs and 
InterVarsity in DC. Thanks to the generosity of 
so many, I hope to continue serving for many 
more. Thank you!
Blessings, Kate Denson, National Coordinator 
Justice Programs and DC Justice Programs 
Director, InterVarsity


