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Cliff’s Notes
Stewardship Is HEART Work

An old professor said in a seminary 
class one day: “Functionally 
speaking, there are no atheists. 
Everyone has some reality that 

is more important to them than anything else in 
and around which they proceed to organize their 
lives.”

Isn’t that the truth? We organize our lives around 
any number of things – success in the eyes of 
others, amassing a fortune, pleasing a parent, 
pursuing personal pleasure, or any one of 10,000 
things that we prize above all else and choose 
to place on the high altar of our souls. Make 
no mistake about it – this action is of ultimate 
importance spiritually.

The first of the 10 Commandments addresses 
this issue directly when God says: ‘I am the Lord 
your God, who delivered you out of the land of 
Egypt. You shall have no other gods before me!’ 
This means that the question: “who or what is 
God?”—functionally and not just verbally—is the 
question above all questions that everyone of us 
must ponder and finally answer.

How do you find out who is your “functional God”? 
Maybe it’s not that hard! Maybe all you have to do 
is take a look at how you live your life on a daily 
basis. Frederick Buechner once observed: “if you 

want to determine what a person really believes, 
look at his or her feet; that is, simply notice what 
they do with their days and their nights.” Harry 
Emerson Fosdick once wrote: “You can put off 
making up your mind, but you cannot put off 
making up your life. Every morning, when you 
get out of bed, you wind up doing something, 
and consciously or unconsciously what you value 
most will get expressed in the shape of your 
behavior.”

I would invite you to let what you are doing with 
your money give you some insight into this whole 
crucial area of who or what is your true “functional 
God”. One member confessed to me once upon 
a time that he realized on the drive home from 
a family ski trip that he had spent more in seven 
days in the mountains of Colorado than he had 
contributed to anything in seven years!

In our stewardship season we consider again how 
our values reflect on our faith. We may think we 
are being more generous and self-giving than our 
actual behavior reflects.

The final quality of our joy as human beings 
grows directly out of how well or how poorly we 
allow the true God to become our real God in 
practice. I invite you to let the process of filling 
out your estimate of giving card next Sunday be 
the occasion for looking honestly at  
what you actually value the most. 

Remember –  
“Because He Lives – We Give”



Christian Education News
A Note from Carlo

We’re gearing up for a longstanding 
church favorite tradition! Advent 
is quickly approaching, and that 
means it’s time for Advent Fair.

There will be something for 
everyone of all ages. Children 

can get all their wiggles out at the bounce 
house, make Chrismon ornaments, play some 
fair games, and eat some popcorn. Adults can 
bid on some tasty cakes in our cake auction or 
shop for homemade Christmas gifts made by 
our very own church members at the Christmas 
market. All the money raised from this event 
will help fund the Youth’s upcoming mission 
trips.

If you would like to donate a cake for the auction, 
please email Kori Barr at kbarr@fcpc.net, and 
she will provide you with more information 
about when and where to drop off your cakes. 
This is a family event, so bring your family, 
friends, and neighbors to be a part of this fun 
FCPC tradition!

Advent Fair will take place the second week of 
Advent on December 4 from 4:30-6:30pm. 
We will also have a preview of our annual 
Christmas Pageant!

-Carlo

A Note from Grace

We have a full calendar of youth 
events for the rest of the year. 

Confirmation: We began 
confirmation classes on October 
30. We have a great class of eight 
youth participating this year. Each confirmand 
also has a mentor from the congregation 
who commits to praying for them, attending 
some of their classes, and supporting them 
on Confirmation Sunday. Please be praying 
for our confirmands as they learn more about 
the Christian faith and what it means to be a 
Presbyterian!

Lock-in: November 4, 9:00 p.m. – 6:30 a.m.
Because of COVID, it’s been over two years 
since the youth had a lock-in! I’m so excited to 
bring it back. This will be a fun night of games, 
movies, and getting to bond as a youth group. 

Progressive Dinner: November 13, 4:30 p.m. – 
6:30 p.m.
Instead of our regularly scheduled Sunday night 
youth meeting, we will celebrate Thanksgiving 
at multiple host homes, ending at Buffalo Gap 
camp for s’mores and games. 

Advent Fair: December 4, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
The youth will help host Advent Fair to raise 
money for their mission trips this summer! See 
Carlo’s article for more details.

Christmas Pageant: December 11
Along with the children’s ministry, members 
of the youth group participate in the annual 
Christmas pageant as the narrator, youth choir, 
and soloists. 

Youth Christmas Party: December 18, 4:30 – 
6:30 p.m.
We will have snacks, games, and an ornament 
exchange to celebrate the Advent season.

For more information about any of these 
events, contact Grace at gsosa@fcpc.net. 

-Grace

More News from FCPC

The ideal is that at least 10% of what we have 
been given is to be given back in gratitude. If 
that ideal seems completely out of reach in 
light of your present habits – then a decision 
to begin growing toward that goal by one or 2 
percent a year is better than remaining stuck 
largely as a “taker” of the goodness of others 
in the universe. Growing incrementally is highly 
acceptable in the eyes of God, as is the goal 
of becoming a cheerful giver as God most 
assuredly is and always has been.

Stewardship Is HEART Work

Consecration Sunday is November 6. Mark your 
calendar now for this important time in the life 
of our church.



Prayer in Perkins 

Have you been feeling rushed? 
Anxious? Feeling like your world is 
going 100 miles per hour? Why don’t 
you join us in our brand-new prayer 

service where we take a moment to rest in God’s 
presence. Prayer in Perkins meets every second 
Tuesday of the month in Perkins Chapel for just 
30 minutes. It’s the perfect place to join others 
in prayer, read scripture, and sing praises to God. 
Prayer in Perkins will meet again on November 8 
at 6:30. 

Will you commit to praying for our youth and 
children? 
Children and youth face enormous pressure 
these days. They compare themselves to the 
people they see on social media, worry about 
making good grades and going to college, and 
hope to fit in with their peers. 

How meaningful would it be for our children 
and youth to know that dozens of members of 
our congregation pray for them by name every 
day? We have a bookmark with the first names 
of each of our children and youth available at 
Prayer in Perkins on the second Tuesday of 
the month at 6:00. Can’t make it to our prayer 
event? Contact Carlo at csosaortiz@fcpc.net to 
receive a copy. A big thanks to Nancy Diggs for 
this great idea!  

Clean Out Those Closets!

It’s time once again for the Coat-
Off-Your-Back Clothing Drive & 
Give-Away, to be held Sunday, 
November 13, from 2-4 pm in Faith 
Hall. We need a wide array of sizes and items--
fall and winter clothing for men, women, teens, 
children and infants. Soon, tables and clothing 
racks will be up in Faith Hall to receive clothing. 
Please bring clothing from November 8th through 
the 11th (Tuesday-Friday). It will be a BIG help for 
clothing to be placed on the table designated 
for the various categories of clothing. Sort/fold/
arrange work will be done on Nov. 8-11 (Tue-Fri) 
between 8:30 am-4:30 pm.  After the giveaway, 

we will pack up leftover clothing to be donated to 
and distributed by Mission Thanksgiving.

How can you help? 
1. Whether or not you have anything to donate, 

an hour or so to sort/fold/arrange on tables on 
any of our donation/sorting days (Nov. 8-11) is 
quite helpful.

2. On give-away day, Nov.13, we need 2 or 3 
people to help our organizer, Garrett Briggs.  
What is needed from these volunteers? Just 
being friendly and helpful.

3. On the “packing up” days (Mon-Thurs, Nov. 14-
17), as many people as possible are needed to 
spend some time loading up bags with left-
over clothing, which will be given to Mission 
Thanksgiving on Friday, Nov. 18.

4. On Nov. 18, we need 3 strong people and 
trucks (or 2 trucks and a trailer) to deliver the 
bags of clothing to Mission Thanksgiving (at 
Arrow Ford). This will take about an hour.

Thank you so much for your donations, time, and 
help in providing this important mission service 
to members of our community.

Presbyterian Women News

Mini Mission
Our fall Mini-Mission is to support 
the Presbyterian Food Pantry as they 
prepare for Thanksgiving. Their needs 
include: 

• Cartons and cans of chicken broth
• Cans of cranberries
• Stuffing mix
• Mashed potato mix
• Pies
We are also accepting monetary donations to 
purchase turkeys. Thank you for supporting 
the food pantry and providing a memorable 
Thanksgiving for so many in our community.

PW Thank Offering 
Our annual Thank Offering will be November 27 
at 2:00 p.m. in the Garden of Hope. We hope you 
will join us for a special worship service and time 
of fellowship as we learn about this year’s offering 
recipients. 



Festival Of Faith with Dr. Will Willimon – January 
8-9 

William Willimon, one of America’s 
most engaging guides for how to 
talk Christian will be the upcoming 
speaker at First Central Presbyterian 
Church’s Festival of Faith  - January 
8-9, 2023.  

Dr. Willimon is the author of over 
80 books. Currently he is Professor of Christian 
Ministry at Duke Divinity School. He has served 
as a Bishop in the United Methodist Church in the 
North Alabama Conference. 

A Pew research survey determined that he is one 
of the two most frequently read writers by pastors 
in mainline Protestantism.  He is considered by 
many as one of America’s best-known and most 
influential preachers.

 Here is a quote that is wonderfully “Willimon”!

“Preachers take criticism more seriously than praise, 
knowing that Jesus may have put denigrators up to 
it. Just when I think I’ve finally mastered the arts of 
ministry, the Lord forces me to hear sermon response 
that sends me back to the little league. While I was 
awaiting the procession into a Chicago ballroom at 
the convention of the Evangelical Covenant Church, 
a woman rushed up and said, “I’ve driven all the way 
from Dubuque to hear you. I love everything you 
write.” All the way from Dubuque? As the orchestra 
pounced on the processional hymn, even my inflated 
ego managed to swell. All the way from Dubuque? 
resounded in my soul. I preached, they sang, we 
recessed into the lobby. The same person came up, 
deflated, and said, “You aren’t Frederick Buechner!””         
— Accidental Preacher: A Memoir

Will Willimon will be another wonderful contributor 
to FCPC’s Festival of Faith series that was begun 
some 40 years ago. Over the years First Central 
has  hosted speakers such as:  Craig Barnes, Ken 
Bailey, Earl Palmer, Jeb Stuart Magruder, Lloyd 
Ogilvie, Ben Witherington, Bill Carl, Cindy Rigby, 
Ted Wardlaw, Jason Byasse, James Forbes, and 
Peter Marshall Jr.

The church considers this series not only to be of 
spiritual encouragement to Presbyterians but a 
gift to the entire community.

Sunday, January 8
• Worship at 8:30 and 11 am
• 7 pm evening session with Dr. Willimon

Monday, January 9
• 11:45 – 1 pm     Presentation in Fellowship Hall 

with lunch
• 1 pm     Session with pastors, professors, etc.
• 7 pm evening session with Dr. Willimon.

Other than a minimal cost ($5) for the Monday 
lunch there is no charge for attending.

A Trip to the Holy Land

Join Cliff and Evie Stewart on an 
unforgettable trip to the Holy Land, 
March 7-16, 2023. Our group will travel 
from DFW and includes excellent 
accommodations and an incredible guide. 
Highlights include sailing on the Sea of Galilee, 
the church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, Qumran, 
Masada and of course, Jerusalem and the City of 
David. For more information and brochure email 
cstewart@fcpc.net.

Don’t forget the 
time change this 
Sunday, November 
6!

Set your clocks back 
an hour the night 
before!

Sympathy
We extend our sympathies to the family of Kathryn 
Keathley on her death; to Karen Heard and family 
on the death of Glen Heard; to Linda Myers and 
family on the death of her mother, Mary Olson; 
and to David Stark and family on the death of his 
mother, Ann Stark.

New Members
We warmly welcome Gracie Tittles, Barbara & 
Peter Lange, Earl & Darlene Cormack and Susan 
Baker Dillingham to the FCPC family!

Celebrations
We offer prayers of celebration to Emily Dublin & 
Lance Blankenship on their marriage!


