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Cliff’s Notes
This newsletter article is not 
for just anyone. It’s for people 
who are committed Christ-
followers like you. It’s not for 
church hoppers or shoppers. 

It’s for those who know where your faith 
community is. You have poured yourself into 
our church, and it has poured into you. Thank 
you for your faithful participation.

I thought I would write to you about what 
your church needs most from you right now.  
Here’s a quick top four:

1. Your prayers. Here’s a simple, but important, 
thought: “If you don’t pray for your church, 
who do you think will?”

2. Your financial faithfulness. The needs 
of the church and its ongoing mission 
haven’t changed.  Your church supports a 
hard-working staff that constantly reaches 
out to others.  We give generously to our 
mission partners.  We do our best to share 
with the poor.  

Year-to-date our Breakfast on Beech Street 
(BOBS) has prepared 16,000 meals.  We 
have 70 volunteers working in our Food 
Pantry.
Your church needs you to be financially 
faithful. Our new stewardship theme is: 
“Because He Lives – We Give.”
Again, your church needs you to be 
financially faithful.

3. Your witness. If you have stopped “inviting” 
your friends to attend church, then we 
are the lesser for it.  We are a welcoming, 
good news spreading community.  Now is 
a great time to invite people to come and 
see, come, and hear, come and explore.

4. Your service. Find out where the serving 
needs are in our church.  Do something 
that helps us be the church. A few weeks 
ago in a sermon, I spoke about our purpose 
– not serve-us but service. In so doing you 
will exercise and enlarge your faith.  Try it 
and see.

So, meet the needs of your 
church. 

And in so doing - meet your own.



Christian Education News
A Note from Carlo

Change is something that none of 
us can prevent, but it is something 
that we can always prepare for. 
 
Change is happening at First Central, 
and I’m very excited. With Kristen 
transitioning to be a missionary 

coworker in Romania, that leaves work to be 
done here on the home front. Grace and I are 
more than happy to take on extra responsibility 
here and to continue to serve our church family. 

While Grace and I have been slowly assuming 
some of Kristen’s responsibilities, that transition 
will fully take place by October 9. Grace will now 
head up the Youth program, and I will serve as 
the new Interim Children’s Coordinator. Since 
last year, I have been helping out with numerous 
children’s activities such as Logos, Music and 
Movement, providing Children’s Sermons, and 
Vacation Bible School.

Grace has done a phenomenal job finding 
quality volunteers that make this transition as 
smooth as can be. I’m incredibly thankful for 
her work, our church’s wonderful parents and 
volunteers, and our new Children’s Intern, Silvia.
I’m looking forward to ministering to our 
church’s little ones and to be partnering with 
their parents to continue a robust and lively 
children’s ministry program. If you are interested 
in helping with the children’s ministry or would 
like more information, please send me an email 
at csosaortiz@fcpc.net or contact the church 
office.

-Carlo

A Note from Grace

As many of you know, Kristen 
is about to begin serving as the 
mission coworker for NOROC. We 
are so excited for this opportunity 
God has given her. Many of you 
may be wondering, what will things 
look like when Kristen leaves?
Carlo and I have already begun transitioning 
to fill her role. Beginning October 9, I will be 
serving as the youth minister. I love children’s 
ministry, and I am so grateful to have been able 
to work with our kiddos for almost three years. 
However, I am really looking forward to working 
with our 6th-12th graders. 

For one, I know the 5th and 6th graders really 
well from teaching them in children’s ministry. 
I also studied Education in my undergrad and 
am certified to teach 7-12th grade English. I did 
my student teaching at Cooper High School 
with sophomores and seniors. 

All of this to say, I cannot wait to begin working 
with our youth. I really have a heart for middle 
and high school students. This is such a 
formative time in their lives. I want to do all that 
I can to help make their experience at church 
one where they know that they are loved and 
valued members of God’s family. 

We have a full calendar of events planned 
for this year, including a progressive dinner, 
confirmation classes and retreat, Mo Ranch 
spring retreat, and Youth/Senior Sunday. If 
you’re interested in helping with the youth 
group, send me an email at gsosa@fcpc.net.

-Grace

More News from FCPC
Wednesday Night Program to Feature Glenn 
Dromgoole

Glenn Dromgoole’s new book, Just 
Happy to Be Here: Words to Encourage, 
Enlighten, Entertain, includes more 
than 100 inspirational and whimsical 
pieces collected from his 60 years as 
a writer. He will talk about and read 
selections from the book at First 

Central Presbyterian Church, 400 Orange, at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 5.

“This gem of a book,” says Abilene author 
Loretta Fulton, “is the perfect combination of 
bits of wisdom, beautiful thoughts in poetry 
and prose, and laugh-out-loud humor.”

Abilene historian Jay Moore suggests the 
240-page book offers “bolstering optimism, 
inspirational shots in the arm, and boosts of 
cheer to brighten any day.”

“This book is a gift that keeps on giving,” adds 
award-winning author Carlton Stowers.

The book is arranged into seven sections: 
Inspiration and Whimsy; 20 Sermons in 20 
Minutes; Language Matters; My Texas; Strictly 
Fiction; It Could Be Verse; and Other Musings.

“I hope something in these pages,” the author 
writes, “will encourage you, challenge you, lift 



your spirit, brighten your day, bring you joy, 
give you a laugh, make you a little happier to 
be here.”

The paperback book is $15. Autographed copies 
are available at Texas Star Trading Company, 
174 Cypress, in downtown Abilene or online at 
www.TexasStarTrading.com. 

Dromgoole, 78, is the author of more than 30 
books and a member of the Texas Literary Hall 
of Fame. He was named Abilene’s Outstanding 
Citizen of the Year in 2013 and received the A. 
C. Greene Award, given to a distinguished Texas 
author, in 2018. He and his wife Carol own Texas 
Star Trading Company.    

Kenya Medical Mission

A Medical Mission team is headed to 
Kenya on October 5. This team will 
join three Kenyan physicians, two 
technicians, six nurses and twelve 
translators from the two Maasai 
Presbyterian congregations. A clinic 

will be held at two very remote, primitive villages 
without water and electricity.  This is real “bush” 
medicine being shared with Maasai people who 
would not be able to ever have this kind of help.  
Our partners include the Presbyterian Church 
of East Africa, the PCEA Kikuyu Hospital, and 
the Outreach Foundation which works with the 
PCUSA. There are six members of the team 
from Abilene: Dr. Austin King, Dr. Fred 
White, Stephanie Munshower, Elvira 
Flores, Valerie McKenny and Carolyn 
White. We are, in advance, thankful 
for all the good they will do... and we 
pray for a safe trip. 

If you would like to contribute for medical supplies 
– please make your check out to FCPC with a 
notation/memo of “Kenya Medical Mission”.

Prayer in Perkins 

Music, scripture reading, prayer, and 
silence. Join us for our second prayer 
service in Perkins Chapel on October 11 
from 6-6:30 p.m. This is a brand-new 

worship opportunity that will allow us to come 
together in prayer but also to learn valuable new 
prayer skills. It is a meaningful experience in a 
beautiful and intimate setting. 

Online Directory Now Live

Our mobile/online directory is 
accessible through our website 
at fcpc.net/mobile-directory. 

Please note that the online directory is password 
protected to ensure the privacy of our members 
and the safety of their personal information. If 
you do not have the password, please call the 
church office at (325) 677- 3501 or email Kori in 
the church office at kbarr@fcpc.net. We will only 
distribute the password to church members, 
and if we cannot verify your identity, we will 
not provide you with the password for security 
reasons. We appreciate your understanding in 
this matter.

If you would like a printed directory, please 
contact the church office and we will work to 
provide you with one. Please note that printed 
directories will be printed only when requested, 
so we do not have a ready supply of these. We 
will notify you when your requested printout is 
completed.

If you do not have a photo in the directory listing 
or would like to update an existing photo, please 
send your photo to Kori at kbarr@fcpc.net. You 
can also bring physical photos to the church office 
to be scanned and uploaded. Likewise, if any 
information is missing or incorrect, feel free to 
contact Kori and she will make updates promptly.

Healthcare Workers and First Responders Salute

We really appreciate the health 
care workers and first responders 
in our community and would 
like to honor them on October 

9th. As a small token of our appreciation the 
Presbyterian Women are asking that you join us 
in our efforts to collect items for baskets that will 
be distributed to fire stations, emergency rooms, 
and a few other care facilities to be shared by 
these dedicated workers.

Please contribute money (memo on your check 
- Healthcare Workers/First Responders) or items 
such as peanut butter crackers, granola bars, 
boxes of individual bags of chips, small packages 
of cookies or candies, mints, or even things like 
small hand lotions, soaps, etc. You can place any 
items you have to donate in the Presbyterian 
Women Mission box in the foyer. Thank you!



Festival Of Faith with Dr. Will Willimon – January 
8-9 

William Willimon, one of America’s 
most engaging guides for how to talk 
Christian will be the upcoming speaker 
at First Central Presbyterian Church’s 
Festival of Faith  - January 8-9, 2023.  

Dr. Willimon is the author of over 
80 books. Currently he is Professor of Christian 
Ministry at Duke Divinity School. He has served 
as a Bishop in the United Methodist Church in the 
North Alabama Conference. 

A Pew research survey determined that he is one 
of the two most frequently read writers by pastors 
in mainline Protestantism.  He is considered by 
many as one of America’s best-known and most 
influential preachers.

 Here is a quote that is wonderfully “Willimon”!

“Preachers take criticism more seriously than praise, 
knowing that Jesus may have put denigrators up to 
it. Just when I think I’ve finally mastered the arts of 
ministry, the Lord forces me to hear sermon response 
that sends me back to the little league. While I was 
awaiting the procession into a Chicago ballroom at 
the convention of the Evangelical Covenant Church, 
a woman rushed up and said, “I’ve driven all the way 
from Dubuque to hear you. I love everything you 
write.” All the way from Dubuque? As the orchestra 
pounced on the processional hymn, even my inflated 
ego managed to swell. All the way from Dubuque? 
resounded in my soul. I preached, they sang, we 
recessed into the lobby. The same person came up, 
deflated, and said, “You aren’t Frederick Buechner!””         
— Accidental Preacher: A Memoir
Will Willimon will be another wonderful contributor 
to FCPC’s Festival of Faith series that was begun 
some 40 years ago. Over the years First Central 
has  hosted speakers such as:  Craig Barnes, Ken 
Bailey, Earl Palmer, Jeb Stuart Magruder, Lloyd 
Ogilvie, Ben Witherington, Bill Carl, Cindy Rigby, 
Ted Wardlaw, Jason Byasse, James Forbes, Peter 
Marshall Jr.
The church considers this series not only to be of 
spiritual encouragement to Presbyterians but a 
gift to the entire community.

Sunday, January 8
• Worship at 8:30 and 11 am
• 7 pm evening session with Dr. Willimon

Monday, January 9
• 11:45 – 1 pm     Presentation in Fellowship Hall 

with lunch
• 1 pm     Session with pastors, professors, etc.
• 7 pm evening session with Dr. Willimon.

Other than a minimal cost ($5) for the Monday 
lunch there is no charge for attending.

A Trip to the Holy Land

Join Cliff and Evie Stewart on an 
unforgettable trip to the Holy Land, 
March 7-16, 2023. Our group will travel 
from DFW and includes excellent 

accommodations and an incredible guide. 
Highlights include sailing on the Sea of Galilee, 
the church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, Qumran, 
Masada and of course, Jerusalem and the City of 
David. For more information and brochure email 
cstewart@fcpc.net.

Food Pantry News

Tuesday, September 27th was a bustling 
day at the pantry as has been the case 
for many weeks now. Our diligent, 
hard-working crew served food to 56 
families. These included 161 people with 
30 senior citizens, 85 adults, and 46 
children. All our volunteers have really risen to the 
occasion here as we serve more families than ever 
on a weekly basis. This means a lot of behind-the-
scenes preparation, as well as non-stop working 
on Tuesdays. Kudos to them all. Please note the 
picture of one of our dedicated pantry couples, 
Mike and Sally Shelton, all decked out and ready 
to go.
Judy Powell has been busily counting and planning 
for November, our Thanksgiving month. As you 
know it takes a lot of food to provide a Thanksgiving 
feast for all our patrons, so please dig a little deeper 
when considering donations for the pantry in the 
coming weeks and watch for information about 
food requests going out to each Sunday School 
Class. God has really blessed us as a church, and 
we want to share those blessings with those most 
in need in our community.
Your Pantry Team

Sympathy
We extend our sympathies to Anca Pacuraru on 
the death of her father, Dan Pacuraru; to Scott 
Campbell and family on the death of his father-
in-law, Cecil Stephens; and to the family of Austin 
Schussler on his death.

New Members
We warmly welcome Mike & Monica Hutchison, 
Zach & Jemima Ingle and January Chokas to the 
FCPC family, and we are pleased to welcome the 
return of June Hamm, who has returned to active 
membership.


